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AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker on 
Sunday instructed ministries and government departments to 
submit lists of their actual needs for stuff for the year 19% to the 
. secretaries general or department heads. In a circular. Sharif Zeid 
said the lists should be supported hy job descriptions, organisa- 
tional structure and justifications for posts. These lists will then be 
forwarded to a special task force to he formed at the ministry or 
department levels to discuss the needs with heads of the 
administration units. The lists will then be forwarded to the budget 
department no later than end of June for examination hy a special 
task force grouping representatives of the Ministry of Administra- 
tive Development, the Civil Service Commission and the General 
Budget Department. The prime minister's circular, which sets out 
a mechanism for the creation of new posts, gives the task force the 
right to turn down requests for new posts, for lack of acceptable 
justifications. The task force may also recommend that extra stuff 
from a certain ministry or department he transferred to other 
departments or ministries. 
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Syria tells U.5. no on Israeli demands * 

ABU DHABI (R) — Syrian leader Hafez Al Assad, in a rare 
55-minute telephone convcrsatinn with President Bill Clinton, 
rejected Israeli security demands for the Golan Heights, an Arabic 
language newspaper reported on Sunday. “Syria docs not want 
this peace which is linked to early warning stations on the Golan." 
Mr. Assad was quoted as telling the U.S. president, whose country 
accuses Syria of supporting terrorism. In a despatch from 
Washington. Al litihad newspaper of the United Arab Emirates 
cited an Arab official in its report of the phone conversation, li did 
not say when it look place. In the clearest sign ycl that 
Israel i-Syrian peace talks are in serious trouble, the State 
Department on Thursday said Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher would not visit Syria and Israel when he attends a Middle 
Eosl economic summit in Amman later this month. The newspaper 
quoted sources as saying Washington was currently mediating to 
revive the stalled Syrian-lsraeli talks and Mr. Christopher might 
meet, his Syrian counterpart in New York next week. 
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Srour returns 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Sa'd Hayel Srour and mem- 
bers of the House accom- 
panying him Sunday returned 
borne after a several day visit 
to Bulgaria, during which 
Mr. Srour met with Bulgarian 
President Zhelev ana the 
Speaker of the Bulgarian 
Peoples Assembly, in addi- 
tion to senior Bulgarian offi- 
rials on means of enhancing , 
trilateral relations in the va- 
rious economic, political and 1 
cultural fields. On his way i 
back from Bulgaria, Mr. i 
Srour made a stop over in 
Athens where he met the 
dean and members of die 
Arab diplomatic missions and 
Jordanian businessmen in the 
presence of Jordan's Ambas- 
sador to Greece Amjad Ma- 
jali. Mr. Srour briefed them 
on the Middle East and 
•North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit which will be 
held here on Oct. 29. 

JEAteam 
to visit Kuwait 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jor- 
dan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) delegation headed by 
Director General Moham- 
mad Saeed Arafeh heads for 
Kuwait today to hold talks 
with officials at the Arab 
Fund for Economic and So- 
cial Development. The talks 
will focus on financing a 130- 
megawatt unit at the Aqaba 
thermal station project at a 
cost of S90 million. Mr. 
Arafeh paid tribute to the 
fund and its support of ener- 
gy projects in Jordan. He said 
. me fund plays a majdr role in 
projects aiming to link the 
national electric grids of Jor- 
dan and Egypt, expected to 
cost 10.5 million Kuwaiti di- 
nars ($30 million). 

Man shot in 
clash with police 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 
- policeman Sunday shot and 
wounded an unidentified 
man after an attempt to hit a 
police patrol in a car. Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
sources said. The sources said 
policemen patrolling one of 
Amman’s suburbs sighted a 
car with foreign plates “in 
suspicious conditions.’' The 
sources added that the police- 
men attempted to stop the 
.car for regular checks, but 
instead the car’s driver 
attempted to hit the patrol- 
men. “One of the policemen 
had to shoot, thus wounding 
the passenger next to the 
driver in the other car,” the 
sources continued. They said 
the injured was taken to hos- 
pital and that the prosecutor 
general started investigating 
the incident. 

Sudan, Germany 
locked in row 

KHARTOUM (R) — A row 
has broken out between 
Sudan and Germany over 
accusations by Bonn’s envoy 
that Khartoum was killing 
students in prisons arid deten- 
centres for taking pan in 
anti- govern mem demonstra- 
tions. Last week's dispute be- 
gan when German Ambassa- 
dor to Sudan Peter Mende 
told a seminar on geological 
research at the University of 
Khartoum — the hotbed of 
anti-government opposition 
* 7 the Sudan government was 
wiling students it detained 
wst month. The official 
Sudan News Agency 
(SUNA) said Col. Mende's 
rcujarks angered Khartoum 
Miich said it would ask Ger- 
many to replace him. 

battalion of death’ 
vows to kill 
Mubarak 

CAIRO (AFP) — An un- 
known organisation, 
apparently of Islamic extrem- 
ists, calling itself the “Batta- 
hon of Death” vowed to kill 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in a statement 
Bsued Sunday. In its fax emi- 
[Jed “We defy you, Mubarak, 
^received by AFP. the group 
sad it aimed to kill the presi- 
Jpni for his “crimes” against 
pe Egyptian and Palestinian 
Peoples and his "anti- 
jslamic’' policies. "The 
battalion of Death 
announces that it will hunt 
Mubarak everywhere and his 
JPen will have no rest until we 
?ave executed out mission." 

? said. 


Hizbollah bomb kills six 
Israeli soldiers in Lebanon 

Israel blames Syria, vows retaliation 




MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Hizbollah 
guerrillas, stepping up* 
attacks as Israel's peace talks 
with Lebanon and Syria lan- 
guish, killed six Israeli sol- 
diers on Sunday in their 
second fatal bombing in 
South Lebanon in four days. 

In the bloodiest guerrilla 
attack this year, a roadside 
bomb destroyed an Israeli 
armoured personnel carrier 
packed with troops, setting it 
ablaze and killing six men 
and seriously wounding two 
pro-Israeli security sources 
said. 

In Israel, the army said six 
soldiers were killed and one 
seriously wounded in the 
attack in the eastern sector of 
Israel's South Lebanon 
occupation zone. 

A similar blast in the zone 
last Thursday killed three sol- 
diers and injured six. <The 
Israeli army said the two 
attacks brought the number 
of Israeli soldiers killed in 
Lebanon this year to 22, 
more than in all of 1994 when 
21 soldiers died. 

. 

A grim Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres 
pointed a finger at Syria after 
the soldiers were killed, and 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin called an emergency 
cabinet meeting. 

“The escalation in Leba- 
non is very dangerous to all 
sides ... I want to address the 
question: “Who can prevent 
this flare-up? There is no 
doubt that Syria must partici- 


pate in preventing this flare- 
up , the Lebanese govern- 
ment must participate,” Mr. 
Peres told Israel Radio. 

Israeli leaders regularly 
call on Damascus, the main 
■ power broker in Lebanon, to 
stop guerrilla attacks. 

Sunday's blast followed an 
announcement that U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher will not visit 
Israel and Syria when he 
attends an economic summit 
in Amman this month — the 
latest sign that the peace talks 
are frozen. 

It raised concern about 
Israeli reprisals and an in- 
crease in fighting in South 
Lebanon, the last active front 
line in the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

Sources said Sunday's 6.30 
a.m. (0430 GMT) ambush 
decimated an Israeli patrol 
on a narrow road near the 
village of Aishiyeh in the 
central sector of the so-called 
“security zone.” 

The guerrillas first deton- 
ated a roadside bomb, then 
raked the Israelis with 
rocket-propelled grenades 
and automatic weapons fire. 

Israeli artillery shelled sus- 
pected guerrilla hideouts and 
infiltration trails in ravines 
near the attack site, the 
sources reported. 

Helicopter gunships flew 
top cover while medical eva- 
cuation helicopters picked up 
the casualties. Israeli war- 
planes flew low over the area, 
but made no bombing runs. 

An eerie calm settled over 


the region as Israeli officials 
promised retaliation. 

Hizbollah said in a com- 
munique that its ’feuerjillas 
killed or wounded nine sol- 
diers in “violent confronta- 
tions” Sunday. 

The escalating hostilities in 
South Lebanon threatened to 
boil over into a major miiit- 
ary collision. 

A similar rash of deadly 
guerrilla attacks in July 1993 
triggered a week-long Israeli 
air, sea and artillery blitz 
against guerrillas in which 
150 people, mostly Lebanese 
civilians, perished. 

Hizbollah placed its fight- 
ers on maximum alert in the 
region Sunday, the security 
sources said. 

Fearing an escalation, wit- 
nesses said residents of the 
village of ‘Ain Al Tineh, 
three kilometres north of the 
enclave, closed shops and 
schools and took refuge in 
underground shelters or fled 
north. 

There was no sign of any 
major population exodus 
from other villages in the 
area. 

Uri Dromi, the Israeli gov- 
ernment spokesman, warned: 
“As much as we’re mourning 
on this, and as much as it's 
painful, we have ways to 
counter this type of terrorist 
activity. 

“We’re determined not to 
let Hizbollah ... dictate any- 
thing in southern Lebanon. 
We're going to retaliate if 
and when we find it necessary 
... it will be very painful for 


Israel agrees to early 
withdrawal; self-rule 
elections in January 


EREZ, the Gaza Strip 
(Agencies) — Israel agreed 
on Sunday to accelerate its 
withdrawal from West Bank 
towns, clearing the way for 
Palestinian elections by Jan. 
22, Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres and Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat 
announced after talks here. 

“The redeployment will 
begin on the 25th of October 
in Jenin,” three weeks earlier 
than originally planned. Mr. 
Peres told a joint news con- 
ference after a two-hour 
meeting. “Our target is that 
the elections will be held 
before the 22nd of January.” 

Jenin, in the north of the 
West Bank, is the first of six 
Palestinian towns which the 
army is to quit under the 
self-rule deal signed in 
Washington on Sept. 28. 

Soldiers are to remain in 
the flashpoint town of Heb- 


ron to protect 400 settlers 
living amid 120,000 Palesti- 
nians. 

"The whole redeployment 
will be completed by the end 
of 1995, except in Hebron." 
Mr. Peres said, adding that 
Israeli troops would with- 
draw from Bethlehem before 
Dec. 25. 

“We agreed how to pre- 
pare Christmas in Bethlehem 
so that it will be a Palestinian 
Christmas.” he added. 

Mr. Arafat said: “The elec- 
tion should take place before 
Ramadan," the Holy Month 
due to begin on or around 
Jan. 22. 

Palestinians are to elect an 
82-member council to run 
their own affairs in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Mr. Peres also promised to 
lift the closure of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip on 
Tuesday at the end of the 
Jewish holidays. The two ter- 


ritories have been sealed off 
since Sept. 27 and Sept. 20 
respectively and Mr. Arafat 
complained it was costing the 
Palestinians $6 million a day 
in lost earnings. 

The PLO leader said they 
had been anxious that the 
Palestinian self-rule elections 
“should take place as soon as 
p-ossible so that they don’t 
interfere with the Israeli elec- 
tion campaign." 

Israel is to hold legislative 
elections in November 1996. 

The PLO chief described 
the meeting as "constructive, 
fruitful and very important.” 
He added: “We discussed 
many points, how to over- 
come all the obstacles." 

The PLO had accused 
Israel of breaking the accord 
by delaying its West Bank 
redeployment and refusing to 
free all the Palestinian pris- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Fighting ebbs in Bosnia; 
focus shifts to refugees 


BANJA LUKA. Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (AP) — Fight- 
ing died down Sunday in 
northwestern Bosnia as aid 
workers tried to help up to 
50,000 Bosnian Serbs who 
fled a government-Croat 
offensive that violated a 
nationwide cease-fire. 

The U.S.-brokered truce 
which began Thursday was 
largely observed throughout 
Bosnia by Sunday. U.N. 
spokeswoman Major Myriam 
Sochacki said in Sarajevo. 

The offensive in the north- 
west by the Muslim- 
dominated government and 
Croat allies reportedly had 
prompted the powerful- 
neighbouring country of Ser- 
bia to threaten to intervene. 

Government army com- 
manders met for five hours in 
the Bosnian capital late 
Saturday and dispatched a 
senior officer to the bitterly 


contested northwest, 
apparently to ensure that 
government troops there 
observed the truce, army 
sources said. 

However. Bosnian Serb 
military sources cited by the 
Belgrade news agency Tan- 
jug claimed fierce fighting 
continued in the northwest 
Sunday, including govern- 
ment shelling of Serb-held 
Prijedor. There was no inde- 
pendent confirmation. 

Many Muslims and Croats 
in the northwest hope to 
avenge reported atrocities by 
Serbs during the Serb takeov- 
er of the region in spring and 
summer 1992. 

In a bitter irony of the 
3'/t-year war. tens of 
thousands of Serbs are now 
huddled and struggling to 
survive in Omarska. the site 
of one of the most notorious 
Serb prison camps in 1992. 


A field hospital there has 
been rreating civilians and 
soldiers wounded in the latest 
fighting, aid workers say. 
They report that people are 
dying, especially the elderly. 

’"There is no reasonable 
explanation for their dying 
except that they are ex- 
hausted,” said John Sparrow 
of the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 

"Some of them have been 
uprooted three or four times 
as the front lines have come 
and gone. They have lost 
everything. They have lost 
hope. They are saying 
enough is enough, and they 
are giving up the ghost.” 

Ms. Sparrow, speaking in 
Sarajevo on Saturday, did 
not have exact figures of dead 
or wounded. He said some of 
the refugees are living in a 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hizbhollah.” 

Earlier this weekend. 
Israel's northern comman- 
der, Major General Amiram 
Levine, warned Hizbollah: “I 
hope they have the sense and 
forethought not to force us 
more strongly to do even 
more damage to their vil- 
lages, which as we’ve said, we 
don’t want to attack." 

Hizbollah leaders wartied 
after Friday's attack that they 
were ready to fire rockets on 
northern Israeli towns if the 
Israeli army targets Lebanese 
civilians. 

In Beirut. Sheikh Na’eem 
Qassem, deputy chief of Hiz- 
bollah, said retaliatory Israeli 
shelling on civilians areas in 
Lebanon "will be met by a 
fierep response on norrhern 
Palestine. 

Ask-d if this was a reitera- 
tion of HizboLlah's policy of 
bombarding northern Israeli 
settlements with rockets 
when Israel shells civilian- 
occupied villages Sheikh Qas- 
sem told Reuters: “We will 
responded with all suitable 
weapons.” 

Sheikh Qassem said he did 
not expect Israel to launch a 
large-scale military operation 
against Hizbollah guerrillas. 

But Hizbollah chief Sheikh 
Hassan Nasrallah urged his 
fighters to be “at utmost 
readiness to face all possibili- 
ties on all front lines in the 
western Bekaa and South 
Lebanon.” 

Israel military strategist 
Aharon Levran urged a 

(Continued on page 7) 




-V . ■ . ' 

■■'ruv''. ■•■■■ 

- ' : ! 

" ~ • \* • 


Sajida Khairallah, wife of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, votes in Sunday's 
referendum on a new seven-year term for the president at a polling station in 
Baghdad (AFP photo) 

Saddam wins 100% vote 


From Serene Halasa in 

Baghdad with agency 
dispatches 

SADDAM HUSSEIN won 
100 per cent support in re- 
ferendum held on an another 
seven-year term as president 
of Iraq, a senior Iraqi official 
announced late Sunday. 

The result was announced 
by Izzat Ibrahim, vice- 
president of the Revolution- 
ary Command Council 
headed by President Saddam, 
on Iraqi television. 

“One of my assistants did 
not want me to announce the 
results, but I must do it. 
because it is a fact,” said Mr. 
Ibrahim. 

The official result of the 
referendum, seen as Iraq's 


reply to assertions that the 
regime of President Saddam 
was wobbling after the recent 
defection of one of his closest 
confidants, was expected to 
be announced on Monday. 

President Saddam was sole 
candidate in the referendum. 

The state-run media and 
officials had predicted that 
the nearby eight million vo- 
ters would return him with 
100 per cent support. 

President Saddam, in pow- 
er since 1979, was expected 
to address a message of 
thanks to the Iraqi people as 
soon as the overall result is 
ready. 

Iraqis say victory for Presi- 
dent Saddam would show the 
world that U.N. sanctions 
can never bring him down 


and that the world must treat 
him as a symbol of Iraq. 

Most of the voting in Bagh- 
dad was in public, in full view 
of election officials. 

Voters ticked the "Yes" 
boxes on the ballot papers 
right on the registration table 
without bothering to use cur- 
tained booths and dropped 
them in the ballot boxes un- 
folded. 

International observers 
said the voting seemed free 
and fair to them. 

Observers toured the poll- 
ing stations and said they saw 
hundreds of Iraqis voting in 
public, despite a formal com- 
mitment to a secret balk.;. 

However, many Iraqis saw 
the referendum was nothing 

(Continued on page 7 ) 
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The Arab Bank has started operations in 
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REFERENDUM : Iraqi soldiers stand on a car decorated with a poster of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
and an Iraqi flag during a demonstration in Baghdad in support of the Iraqi leader ahead of Sunday's 
referendum (see page one) (AFP photo) 


Maid ‘cried with joy’ for 
reprieve from execution 


DUBAI (AFP) — Filipina 
maid Sarah Balabagan “cried 
for joy” after the family of 
the man she killed dropped 
its demand for her execution, 
a diplomat said Sunday. 

"She was very happy. 
Tears rolled down her face,” 
the Philippine embassy's 
assistant labour attache, Car- 
melita Arriola, told AFP af- 
ter breaking the news on 
Saturday to Balabagan at her 
prison in the city of A1 'Ain. 

The young maid was con- 
demned to death last month 
when a United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) court convicted 
her of the premeditated mur- 
der of her UAE employer 


Mohammad Abdullah A1 
Baloushi, rejecting her claim 
that he had raped her. 

But the Baloushi family 
told the Islamic court in A1 
'Ain on Saturday that they 
had “relinquished their right 
to demand' 4 her execution 
following UAE President 
Zayed Ben Sultan A1 Na- 
hyan’s “private endeavours,” 
the court said. 

Such efforts are customary 
when Islamic courts hand 
down death penalties, it 
added. But the courts, which 
are due to hold a hearing on 
Oct. 30, could still impose a 
jail sentence on Ms. Balaba- 
gan. 



The death sentence had 
sparked protests in the Phi- 
lippines, already angry over 
the March hanging in Singa- 
pore of another maid, Flor 
Contemplation, for a double 
murder. France also pro- 
tested over Ms. Balabagan’s 
sentence. 

But the court said the de- 
velopment was “due entirely 
to events within the due judi- 
cial process of the” UAE. 

“I just told the court I 
don’t want the death sent- 
ence,” Baloushi's 24-year-old 
son Faraj told AFP. “Sure it 
was a difficult decision but 
what can I do.” 

He said he told the appeals 
court he had agreed instead 
to accept 150.000 dirhams 
(540,000) in “blood money” 
in compensation for his 85- 
year-old father's death in 


when he saw them in court. 
"They’re modest people. 
They're kind. It’s not their 
fault.” 


July last year. 
PhiliDDii 


Philippine ambassador to 
the UAE Roy Seneres thank- 
ed Sheikh Zayed “for his 
kindness and compassion in 
prevailing upon” the 
Baloushis to drop their de- 
mand. 

Mr. Seneres had pushed 
for Ms. Balabagan's acquit- 
tal, supporting her argument 
that she acted in self-defence 
when she stabbed Baloushi 
34 times- with the knife he 
used to rape her. 

Meanwhile Philippine di- 
plomats and Ms. Balabagan's 
parents Karim and Bai. who 
arrived in the UAE last week 
to attend appeals proceed- 
ings, were due to visit the 
Baloushi home and thank 
them on Sunday, the diplo- 
mats said. 

“They’re most welcome,” 
Faraj- Baloushi said, adding 
he liked the Balabagan family 


Ms. Balabagan’s parents 
were present in the prison 
when their daughter was told 
she would not be executed. 

“They are expecting they 
can bring Sarah home soon,” 
Labour Attache Danilo Croz 
said, adding that Ms. Balaba- 
gan had heard from a prison 
official she might be par- 
doned by Sheikh Zayed. 

Philippines residents in 
Dubai were relieved by the 
news. 

Anita, a 24-year-old Filipi- 
na who works in a hotel, said: 
“We were starred by the 
story of Flor Contemplation. 
We are happy (Balabagan) 
will not be executed. I have 
many friends who work here 
for UAE families and are 
abused.” 

The death sentence was 
imposed in a retrial ordered 
by the UAE authorities, 
which cancelled a first verdict 
in June sentencing Ms. Bala- 
bagan to seven years in pris- 
on for manslaughter and 
ordered her to pay 150.000 
dirhams -in blood money. 

The court also found that 
Balabagan had been raped 
and awarded her 100,000 
dirhams ($27,000) in com- 
pensation. 

The judges in the retrial 
heard new testimony saying 
she had not been raped. 

UAE officials also said Ms. 
Balabagan was 27 years old 
when she killed Baloushi. 
Ms. Balabagan said she was 
15. although she arrived in 
the UAE on a passport listing 
her age as 28. 


Triumphant Leader 
Museum in Baghdad 
displays rare weapons 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — On 
the eve of a referendum to 
hand him seven more yean 
in power, Saddam Hussein, 
inaugurated a huge 
museum dedicated to his 
life and stuffed with gold 
and gem-encrusted 
weapons from around the 
world. 

The Iraqi leader on 
Saturday proudly strolled 
through the three-storey 
Triumphant Leader 
Museum, even though it is 
still not open to the public.' 

The building constructed 
after the 1991 Gulf war has 
an amazing display of ev- 
erything from humble ear- 
thenware plates from an 
anonymous Zambian to 
gold swords from Gulf 
emirs and a well-worn rifle 
handed to the “great lead- 
er” by an Iraqi soldier on 
the Iranian front. 

“Everything the presi- 
dent has received is here, 
because he wants to show 
that it belongs to the people 
and not to him,” said direc- 
tor Walid Khaled Hamadi. 

Everything, that is. apart 
from a "stuffed bear offered 
by an American in 1994 
which the director keeps in 
his office. 

There is one weapons 
gallery containing more 
than 100 pistols and revol- 
vers, 30 hunting rifles, sub- 
machine guns, assault rifles 
and even a miniature 
rocket-propelled grenade 


launcher. 

Once of the -most recent 
pieces on show is an Asprev 
P228 pistol whose moving 
parts are in gold. 

In other parts of the gal- 
lery there are rusty old guns 
from Yemen encrusted with 
precious stones, and anti- 
que Enfield rifles alongside 
modem U.S. firearms in- 
cluding a gold-plated Colt 
shotgun given by an “Iraqi 
citizen.” 

In the centre of the ex- 
hibition hall stand three 
large calibre gold-plated 
shells donated by the Iraqi* 
military industrialisation 
organisation to celebrate 
the end of the 1980-1988 
war against Iran. 

President Saddam has 
used many of the weapons, 
according to an official 
guide without sajring what 
he bad been aiming at. 

Further on are more than 
100 swords and daggers glit- 
tering with gold and pre- 
cious, stones. 

Among them is a silver 
sword given to President 
Saddam when he was depu- 
ty leader of Iraq in 1974 by 
then French prime minister, 
now President Jacques 
.Chirac. 

Pieces of gold, silver, 
crystal, paintings, medals, 
decorations and ornaments 
of all shapes and sizes and 
from all over the world can 
be found in the museum's 
six other galleries. 


Facts and figures on Iraq 


Associated France Presse 


ALMOST 19 million people 
live in Iraq, which on Sunday 
hold its first presidential re- 
ferendum to approve Saddam 
Hussein as leader for another 
seven-year term. 

Some 4.5 million people 
live in Baghdad, while the 
country also has three million 
Kurds residing mainly in the 
three autonomous provinces 
of Dohuk. Erbil and 
Sulaymaniyah- All three pro- 
vinces have been excluded 
from the elections in which 
7.5 million people are eligible 
to vote. 

The state religionin Iraq is 
Islam, with about 55 per cent 
of the population being Shiite 
Muslims. There are also ab- 
out a million Christians. 

The Iraqi parliament or 
national assembly is com- 
posed of 250 members 
elected by popular vote. 

Oil is the country's main 
resource, but since its inva- 
sion of Kuwait in August 
1990 it has been subjected to 
an ml and trade embargo by 



Austrian Airlines have, to date, offered the very best connections between 
Amman and many cities in both West and Eastern Europe. These connections 
have now been improved further. Take a flight at 15:50 from Amman to Vienna 
and you can still arrive in one of over 20 European cities the same evening. 
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the United Nations Security 
Council. 

A member of the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC).. 
Iraq's proven reserves are 
estimated at 112 billion bar- 
rels while its gas reserves 
have been put at 7.5 trillion 
•cubic metres. 

Before the 1991 Gulf war. 
when a U.S. -led coalition 
drove Iraiqi troops out of 
neighbouring Kuwait. Iraq 
had a production capacity of 
3.25 million barrels per day 
(b/d). 

Western experts have put 
' the country's military debt at 
' more than 5100 billion, plus 
$150 billion demanded by the 
U.N. to compensate victims 
of Iraq's seven-month 
occupation of Kuwait. 

. Iran has also called for 
$100 billion in damages for 
the bitter 1980- 1988 Iran-Iraq 
war. 

Before the Gulf conflict 
Iraq was the strongest milit- 
ary force in the Arab World. 
Today its army includes 

382.000 troops and 650.000 
reservists, according to the 
annual report by the London- 
based International Institute 
of Strategic Studies. 

Its land forces alone 
account for 350.000 men, in- 
cluding 100,000 reservists, 
seven divisions of the elite 
Republican Guard and 19 
mechanised infantry divi- 
sions. 

Iraq also has 2.700 tanks, 
900 light-armoured combat 
vehicles. 1.500 reconnaiss- 
ance armoured vehicles. 

2.000 annoured troop trans- 
porters, 1 .500 pieces of heavy 
artillery and 500 helicopters, 
including 120 equipped with 
weapons and some with Ex- 
ocet air-to-surface missiles. 

The navy has 2,500 person- 
nel, with one frigate, seven 
patrol ships and four mines- 
weepers. 

For its part, the air force 
has 30.000 men with six bom- 
bers. 130 ground attack 
planes and 180 fighters. 
There is also an important 


paramilitary force of 20.000 
border gua 


guards and 4,800' 
security troops. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Russian defence minister to visit Iran 

TFHRAN (R) — Russian Defence Minister Pavel Grachev 
\ fcH kaix i R l . . Inn's ambassador m 


er reported Mr. uracncv »»» 

Ambassador Mehdi Safan in a mcclm S m Moscow cm 
Thursday. Iranian ami Russian oDrcrals were not available 
for comment. Mr. Oraches was s|UOted as saving Russia 
wanted to continue cooperation with Iran Russia will 
allow no country to decide partner, for ****** the 
minister was quoted as saying in an apparent reference to. 
the United States. In recent weeks. Russia has had to 
defend its two contracts to build three reactors at Irans 
Bushehr nuclear power plant against criticism from the 
U.S. and others who argue Tehran might use ihe technolo- 
gy io build a nuclear arsenal. 

UAE sends $1 1 m in aid to Bosnia 

DUBAI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
sent an additional S40 million dirhams (almost SI 1 million T 
in humanitarian aid to war-torn Bosnia, newspapers said 
Sunday. The money collected from individuals and huma- 
nitarian associations was the second batch of aid sent io 
Bosnian Muslims since a fundraising campaign in July 
netted $44 million in the L r AE. 


UAE adopts death penalty for drug smugglers 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan on 
Saturday approved a law enforcing the death penally for 
drug-traffickers, the official news agency WAM reported. 
Sheikh Zayed endorsed the law which also included 
intensified prison terms of up to seven years for drug 
abusers. The federal cabinet introduced capital punishment 
for drug smuggling earlier this year after a surge in 
trafficking operations. Police records showed more than 
eight tonnes of hashish, heroin, cocaine and other drugs 
had been seized over the past three years. Most of them 
originated from Pakistan. Afghanistan and Iran. Lasr 
week, the UAE created a high-level committee to combat 
drugs, grouping the deputy prime minister and intelligence 
officials along 'with the ministries of interior, education, 
information, and Islamic affairs. 


4 children die trying to save pigeon 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Four children aged between seven 
and nine were killed as they tried to save an injured pigeon- 
sheltering in a dried out well, the official Algerian news 
agency APS reported Saturday. The children died Thurs- 
day in a well near Ghardaia. southern Algeria, the agency, 
said. APS added one child, aged seven, and three others 
aged nine, climbed down into the well to rescue an injured* 
pigeon. The side of the well collapsed as they were 
attempting to climb out. burying them under piles of earth, 
the agency said. The agency reported that hundreds of 
wells dug in the area to gather ground water have been" 
abandoned after either drying up or becoming polluted^ 


Indian premier begins visit to Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — Indian Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao arrived on Sunday in Egypt for a 24-hour visit during 
which he will meet President Hosni Mubarak and sign u 
treaty on fighting terrorism, airport officials said. Mr. Rao ( 
was met at the airport by his Egyptian counterpart Atef 
Sedki. who he was to jonrin'talks before ottering daily Al 
Ahram in an interview published on Sunday he would also 
sign accords on-increasing scientific and media cooperation, 
between the two countries, a M r - R ao said his talks with 
Egyptian officials would also deal with “how to benefit 


from economic reform programmes' 1 ’ in both nations. 


calling for “increased economic cooperation between India 
and EgypT.” The Indian premier and his delegation, which 
includes Foreign Minister Pranab Mekherjee, will leave for 
the Colombian city of Cartagena Monday to attend the 
11th summit of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). 


Israeli singers welcome in Yemen — Iryani 


TEL AVIV (R) — Yemen Foreign Affairs Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Iryani said in an interview published on Sunday 
that Israeli artists of Yemenite descent would be welcome 
in his country. Dr. Iryani told Israel's Maariv newspaper he 
would try to organise a trip to Yemen for Israeli entertain- 
ers Ofra Haza and S bosh ana Daman, who are of Yemenite 
extraction, despite a lack of diplomatic relations between 
Israel and Yemen. “The Jews of Yemenite descent are our 
good network in Israel and the United States,” the minister 
told Maariv in an interview conducted in the United States. 
“We permit freedom of movement for all Jews who remain 
in Yemen ... but full peace and direct trade will take place 
only within a comprehensive framework of peace with the 
Arab World that will include Syria," he said. 


Iranian steward charged with hijacking 


BEFRSHEBA (AFP) — An Iranian air steward who asked 
for asylum after forcing a plane to land in Israel was 
charged with hijacking on Sunday, legal sources said. A 
court in the southern town of Beersheba ordered Jabari 
Rizah, 30, to be remanded in custody until his trial, in 
Israel or the United States, has said he wants to convert to 
Judaism and marry a Jewish girl, since hijacking an Iranian 
Boeing 707 with more than 170 people on board on Sept. 
19. The steward fired a bollet into the cockpit of a domestic 
Iranian flight heading to the Gulf holiday island of Kish aat 
ordered it to head west, according to Israeli officials. The 
Israeli authorities authorised the plane and passengers to 
return to Tehran after it landed in the south of the country. 
Tran, which has accused Israel of involvement in the 
hijacking, wants his extradition and has appealed to the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation for help. 



JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tct mill-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 
1448 

Shelley Duvall's Bedtime Stories 

1430 Hey Day 

1540 .... Nature World of Mitsuaki 

1400 I Love Lucy 

1740 

Children's prog ra m me — Cocottc 
Minute 

17:30 

Scrie — Lcs Adventurics Du Rio 
Verde 

1940 News in French 

19:15 Magazine — Minibus 

lfc30 News Headlines 

IMS Camp Wildest 

2040 Women Eat Last 

2(h25 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:10 Harts or the West 

2240 News in English 

2225 Inspector Morse 

23 American Chart Show 


AaaanbBes of God Church, Td. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Auauadothm Tel. 
637440. 

De h Salle Church Td. 661757 
Temsancta Church Td: 622366 
Cbmh of the Amundathm Td. 

623541. 

Angfieu Church Td. 652826 
•Aiiuinlin Cathode Church Td. 
771331. 

Ar med an Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 

Amman International Church Td. 

652526. 

E vgeBra l Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

Ge nuin epeHmg EwgeBcd Con- 
gregat i on Td. 845457 
The LattmvDay Saints Td.. 654932 
Church of Nazareae Td.675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church tu 
Amman 

Td. 811295 


MinJMax. temp. 

13/26 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khalid Jabir 

.984549 


18/30 


. 985417 

-Deserts 

Jordan Valley 

11/29 

17/31 

EMERGENCIES 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27. Aqaba 29 Humidity 
readings: Amman 36 per cent. 
Aqaba 33 per cent. 

Food Control Centre 

Civil Defence Department 
Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 

.637111 

661111 

.630341 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:18 Fajr 

05JS (Sunrise) Duha 


11:21 Dhuhr. 

14:36 -Asr 

17:08 Maghreb 

18:25 Isha 


Bulletin 
meat of 


WEATHER 

the Dcpan- 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazar eth Church 
Swdflefa. Tel. 810740 


Unstable weather conditions an 
expected to prevail. Urns skies will 
be partly cloudy with a chance of 
scattered showers and winds south- 
easterly fight to moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Hisham Kan 'an 649028 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 649028 

Dr. Usamah Husscini 847289 

Dr. Issam Al Asmar 890504 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcnkrws pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharjnacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sahun pharmacy .......... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. AliAl Omari 272032 

AJquds phamlacy (— ) 


Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pdicc 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pubfic Security Department ... 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Munidpafity 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

< directory assistance) 121 

Overseas daib 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repain 623101 

Abdali Telephone Rqpairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774III 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

-815615 

Electric Power 

.Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... UK-53200 


Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport OH-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Huscin MwScal Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

AkBch Maternity. J. Arm. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital — 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

ALAhli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashrr.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 67415$ 

The Arab Center for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

Al HDuna Modem Hospital (09)990990 

MM 

Process Basin Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Ctfbofc Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


77io information is supplied by 
to format ion 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
department at the Ouccn A/a in- 
ternational Airport Tel. (GS)S3200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (Rj) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

07:20 Sanaa (RJ) 

01:09 Damascus (RJ) 

08: 30 Jeddah (RJ) 

Ofc00 New Delhi (RJ) 

99:10 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09J0 Beirut (RJ) 

16:15 ju Cairo (RJ) 

18:10 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

22:49 Bangkok. Jakarta (RJ) 

22:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


0%50 Khartoum (SD) 

IK® .... Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 


Kiev (6U) 

*8t4S Paris. Damascus (AF) 

21=50 London (BA) 

•*S5 Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

™} Aqaba (RJ) 

llaO ... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

!?«""" Cairo (RJ) 

London(RJ) 

J*- 3 ® Frankfurt (RJ) 

■J®*® Damascus (RJ) 

20:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

23:59 Damascus (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

S’ 3 * London (KJ) 

Istanbul (TK) 

JU 13 ? Rome (AZ) 

V™ 5 Beirut (ME) 

I*- - ®® Khartoum (SD) 

1330 

Bahrain. Ahu Dhabi. Muwai (GF) 

l* 3 ® KiCv{6U) 

Cairo (MS) 

Damascus. London (BA) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

HI J AZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 


Dcp. Amman 8:00 every Monday 
Arr. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dcp. Damascus 

7:30 a.m. every Sunday 
Arr. Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcriltnnr price in His per kp. 

700/ 5U0 

Banana ^ 

Banana (Mukammar) f00 

2l(i / 150- 

45fW5Q 

Cauliflower 350/3*1 

Lucumbcn (large) 250/ 150 

Cucumbers (small) ....... 400 ! 3ft) 

I®**" 1 26(1/1611 

® ar,K 75U/MNI 

F 13 *** 650*50 

it *. 1 ITftiqi) 

Marrow (large) |«y iflo, 

Marrow (small) tfti/7W| 

-Onion (dry) 151I 

Pepper (hot). 1&1/1UQ 

Pepper (sweet) yu/iB 

SST"* 3*2*1 

ToniJto 100/50 
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House mourns death of 
former Deputy Salman Qudah 


Study says Disi can yield 160-180 mcm of 
potable water for next 100 years 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
speaker and members of 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Sunday mourned the 
death of former Deputy 
member Salman Moham- 
mad Qudah, who passed 
away on Sunday. 

Mr Qudah, who was 
born in Ain Janna, Ajloun, 
served as a member of the 
Lower House in three dif- 
ferent tenns in 1950, 1963 
and 1967. 

He was also a member of 
the National Consultative 
Council in 1978. 

Ml Qudah assumed vari- 
ous government posts, 
including provincial gov- 
ernor and district governor 
in several cities. 

He joined the Jordan 
Aimed Forces, and became 
an officer in 1946 after 
graduating with a law 
degree from Damascus 
University. 

Mr. Qudah was a member 
of a nati onal committee 



Salman M. Qudah 


entrusted with preparing 
the country’s five-year 
development plan of 1986- 
1990. 

He also was a member of 
the Royal Commission 
charged with draf ting the 
Jordanian Civil Code, and 
was an observer in the 
Palestinian National Coun- 
cil and a member of the 
Yarmouk University Board. 


By P.V.Vfvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A four-year 
study has determined that 
the Qa-Disi aquifier in the 
south can annually yield 
160 million cubic metres 
(mcm) to 180 milli on mcm 
of potable water for Jordan 
for the next 100 years, 
plugging a major gap in the 
Kingdom’s water needs. 

The main focus of the 
finding was announced at a 
ceremony held at the Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ), 
where the final report of the 
study was formally present- 
ed to Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Saleh Irsbeidal 
by British Ambassador 
Peter Hinchcliffe. 

The British-financed 
study, conducted by Scott 
Wilson Kirkpatrick, a 


British consultancy firm, 
also included a seven-point 
“action plan” outlining the 
steps to deliver up to 100 
mcm of water to Jordan 
through a pipeline. 

At present about 60 to 80 
mcm of water from Qa-Disi 
are used annually in the 
south, mainly for agricul- 
tural purposes, and the pro- 
jected quantity of 80 to 100 
mcm to be pumped to 
Amman is above the pre- 
sent consumption, said 
Shami Puri, project manag- 
er of Scott Wilson Kirk- 
patrick. 

As such, Ml Puri 
explained, the total yield of 
the aquifier could be 
between 160 million 
andl80 mcm per year. 

At present rates of con- 
sumption, that would mean 
about 20 per cent of Jor- 


dan’s total water consump- 
tion and more than half of 
the Kingdom’s consump- 
tion of potable water. 

The initial study of the 
aquifier by Scott Wilson 
Kirkpatrick was launched 
in 1991 with an initial grant 
of JD 1.5 million chan- 
nelled through the British 
government's Overseas 

Development Agency 
(ODA). 

The grant was comple- 
mented by equipment and 
vehicles worth JD 3.5 mil- 
lion donated during the visit 
in March this year by 
British Prime Minister John 
Major. 

It also covered the cost of 
t rainin g eight Jordanian 
water engineers and experts 
in the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Irsheidat, the minis- 
ter. described the Qa-Disi 


reservoir, which straddles 
the Jordanian-Saudi border, 
as part of Jordan’s strategic 
water resources “with great 
future potential,” and said 
the British offer in 1989 to 
finance the study came “at 
the right time.” 

“It is a very important 
project for Jordan, which is 
facing water problems,” the 
minister said in brief com- 
ments at Monday’s ceremo- 
ny. The next step in exploit- 
ing the acquifier, be said, 
was laying a pipeline to 

Amman . 

The Jordanian govern- 
ment intends to submit to 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
s ummi t the pipeline project, 
with options open for the 
private sector to invest in it 
either through “build, own 
and operate” or “build, own 


and transfer” arrangements. 

The estimated total capi- 
tal cost of the project is 
$405 million, of winch 70 
per cent is being sought 
from external sources, 
according to a project sum- 
mary made available to the 
Jordan Times. 

A feasibility study on the 
pipeline project, being con- 
ducted by an American- 
British consortium, is 
expected to be ready by 
April 1996. 

The Jordanian govern- 
ment financed the nearly $1 
million study. 

Ambassador Hinchcliffe 
told the gathering at the 
handing over of the Scott 
Wilson Kirkpatrick report 
that the British government 
hoped that the findings of 
the study will be an “impor- 
tant contributor to meeting 


Jordan's water needs.” 

According to Ml Puri, the 
project manager of the 
study, the assessment that 
the acquifier could yield 
between 160 million and 
ISO million cubic metres of 
water per year took into 
account the present 600 
million-cubic-metre-per- 
year Saudi exploitation of 
the reservoir and the possi- 
bility of increases in Saudi, 
use of the reservoir. 

Qa-Disi water is 
described as the oldest fos- 
sil water on earth dating 
back to 35,000 years. 

A study conducted by 
United Nations experts sug- 
gested last year that the 
water could be bottled and 
marketed as “God's own 
water” since no fossil reser- 
voir older than Qa-Disi has 
been uncovered anywhere. 


Judge agrees to postpone trial of ‘Islamic Revivalists’ 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The attorney 
for six people accused of 
sabotage asked the State 
Security Court Sunday to 
postpone their trial to allow 
them time to present a writ- 
ten statement contesting the 
court’s jurisdiction over the 
case. 

During a five-minute ses- 
sion Presiding Judge Hafez 
Amin read out the charge 


sheet which included illegal 
possession and manufactur- 
ing of explosive materials 
for illicit use. 

When Judge Amin asked 
the six defendants how they 
pleaded, attorney Kamal 
Nasser demanded to post- 
pone the case. 

Judge Amin conceded 
and set Oct. 30 as the new 
date to hear the defence. 

According to the prosecu- 
tor general’s charge sheet, 
the group, known as the 


“Islamic Revivalists” 
which started gathering its 
members in 1990, was 
planning to cany out 
attacks against foreigners in 
Jordan using explosives 
and automatic weapons. 

The group was appre- 
hended before perpetrating 
any attack. The Central 
Intelligent were tipped off 
on March 10, 1995 about 
the group's activities. 


Werner Bartschi to ponder and play 


By Jean-Ciande Ellas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The National 
Music Conservatoiy/Noor- 
\Af Hussein Foundation and 
foe Embassy of Switzerland 
in Amman have invited* 
very special pianist to per- 
form in Amman. 

Werner Bartschi is an 
artist who is constantly 
questioning the concert 
approach, searching for 
ways to make it more spon- 
taneous, communicative 


and natural. 

Every aspect of the per- 
formance, whether techni- 
cal or aesthetic is re- 
thought 

. A known musician, peda- 
gogue and interpreter of a 
vast repertoire, Werner 
Bartschi is also a composer 

In addition to works by 
Anton Webern, Frederic 
Chopin, Sergei Prokofiev, 
Robert Schumann and Oth- 
mar Scboeck, he will play 
two of his own composi- 
tions: an £tude-Impromptn 


and Fruhmoigens am 
Danbensee. 

In 1983, Mr. Bartschi 
won the coveted. French 
“Grand Pnx.'du "Disque,” 
awarded by die prestigious 
Academie Francaise, for 
his exceptional recordings. 

The concert will take 
place at the Amman Bac- 
calaureate School theatre, 
tonight at 8:00, and is a pre- 
sentation of Pro Helvetia 
Arts Council of Switzer- 
land. 


News in Brief 


Government asked to prepare 
1996 staffing requirements 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Sunday issued a 
circular asking all minis tries and govern- 
ment departments to prepare as staffing 
Deeds list for 1996. The documents 
should include an organisations structure, 
job descriptions and justification for the 
additional staff requirements. The circu- 
lar said the documents should be submit- 
ted to the secretaries general or depart- 
ment heads, as appropriate. The docu- 
ments will be forwarded to task forces few 
discussion with heads of the respective 
administration units, and then forwarded 
to the Budget Department no later than 
end of June, 1996 for review by another 
task force. 

UNESCO seeks to establish 
special regional office 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh and United 
Nations Educational Scientific and Cultur- 


al Oiganisation(UNE5CO) representative 
in Jordan Abdul Qader Atrash Sunday dis- 
cussed the possible establishment of a 
regional office within the UNESCO 
Amman office to handle cultural matters 
in the Arab region. According to UNESCO 
officials, Jordan" and UNESCO will sign 
an agreement on establishing the new 
office in the next two months . The two 
officials also discussed Jordan’s participa- 
tion in the UNESCO general meeting in 
Paris due to start on Oct . 25. Also Sun- 
day, Mr. Rawabdeh met with Dorrit Stahl, 
the new area director of the United 
Nations Ciidren’s Fund (UNICEF) to dis- 
cuss the agency’s projects in comprehen- 
sive education in the Ara b World. Mr. 
Rawabdeh urged UNICEF to link its pro- 
jects in Jordan with the country’s own 
comprehensive educational schemes to 
improve the quality of life in the l ess fo r- 
tnnate areas. Mrs. Stahl said UNICEF is 
creating a regional task force on compre- 
hensive education and requested that Jor- 
dan name its representative in this task 
force. Discu ssions also covered prospects 
of UNICEF providing assistance to Jor- 
danian schools in rural regions, especially 
om transportation and health services for 
students. 



PIANO RECITAL 

* By Swiss pianist Werner Bartschi at the 
Amman Baccalaureat School Theatre at 
8KJ0pjn. 

FILMS 

4 "Tout (pa . . . Pour <pa," at the French 
Cultural Centre, at 8:00pjn. 

* Polish film, "Love in Germany,” at the 
Phoenix Gallery, at 730 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

•Paintings by Janet Vfenn-Brown at Alia 
Art Gallery. 

* Works by Luis Azcarabe at Institute Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman. 

•A Retrospective Exhibition of Sculptures 
and Drawings (1965-1995) by Mona Saudi 
at Darat A1 Funun. 

•Graphic design by Iraqi artist Kazem 
Shamhoud at Orfali Art Gallery, Urn 
Uthdna. 


DIALOGUE 

* Dialogue on Yemeni music with Dr. NIzar 
Ghanem ata the .Phoenix Gallery, at 630 
p-m. 

LECTURE 

* "Golding's Lord of the Flies," at the 
British Council, by Dc. Nicholas Linfield at 
5:00 p.m. 


•Painting and sculpture by Rafiq Lahham 
and Laith A1 Turk at the Italian Language 
Centre Gallery, Shmeisani. 

• Selected works by the young and the 
established at The Gallery, Hotel Inter- 
Continental. 

• Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer 
Ousama entitled "Aux Sources Orientates 
de la Fontaine," at the French Cultural 
Centre. 


Children fault authorities for ‘inattention’ to child abuse 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A group of 
concerned children has crit- 
icised the government for 
what it sees as a lack of 
attention by officials to the 
issue of child abuse. 

Khulud Juitem, the 15- 
year-old chairperson of a 
one-day workshop on “Vio- 
lence Against Children, 
compared statistics from 
the 1985 to 1989 against 
1990 to 1994 on the rate of 
reported incidents of 
domestic violence taken 
from the Criminal Investi- 
gation Statistical Depart- 
ment. 

What she found was that 
the cases had more than 
doubled. The comparison 
between both periods 
showed an increase from 
210 cases to 477 cases. 

Equally, if not mote 
alarming. Khulud said the 
figures also showed that 50 
per cent of foe children 
were killed as a result of 
domestic violence, and the 
rest were sexually abused 
or were foe victims of 
attempted murder. 

Lawyer Sawsan Ishaq, 
representing the Jordanian 
Woman's Union (JWU) at 
(he workshop, supported 
the children's arguments 
and said that Jordanian 
laws designed to protect 
children are not enforced. 

"For example, the 
International Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, 
which Jordan signed and 
therefore is obligated to 
enforce, is not implemented 


because two of its articles 
talk about abortion and 
adoption, which are prac- 
tices opposed by Islamists,” 
she said. 

Children, who participat- 
ing in foe workshop along- 
side officials, told experts 
from the Ministry of Edu- 
cation aod the Public Secu- 
rity Dqiartment, as well as 
lawyers that they were 
doing a poor job in prevent- 
ing child abuse. 

An 11-year-old boy 
described to police officer 
Hussein Arabiyat incidents 
in which police physically 
abused children. 

The participant said chat 
in order to stop a fist fight, 
at the’ King Abdullah Gar- 
dens, which he himself had 
witnessed, police officers 
repeatedly slapped a young 
boy, without granting him 
the chance to explain. 

In another case, he added, 
police officers did not inter- 
vene to stop a fist fight. 
Instead, he said, the officers 
started encouraging the 
fight by cheering them on. 

Many of the children 
inquired about laws that 
prevent, or curtail, domes- 
tic violence. 

In reply, Ms. Ishaq said 
the law includes an article 
that gives foe family the 
right to discipline their chil- 
dren, while police can only 
interfere if foe abuse results 
in the child being hospi- 
talised. 

Even in these cases, she 
added, children are too 
afraid of their families to 
tell authorities the truth. 

One solution to the prob- 


lem, she said, was that chil- 
dren should have access to 
centres specialised in deal- 
ing with abuse, where pro- 
fessional advice can be 
obtained. Unfortunately, 
these centres are not avail- 
able in Jordan, she said. 

'Tf abuse against a child 
continues within his/her 
family circle the child 
should be placed with fos- 
ter families.” 

At present the only other 
options for shelter for vic- 
tims of abuse are orphan- 
ages, Ms. Ishaq said. 

Ahmad, a 12-year-old, 
revealed a ten-centimetre 
scar on his elbow. 

He explained that his 
father, clinically diagnosed 
as mentally handicapped, 
bad pushed him towards a 
window, and that the bro- 
ken glass penetrated his 
flesh deeply enough to 
expose the bone. 

It was not until the moth- 
er came home that the child 
was given medical atten- 
tion. 

Fear of being "butchered" 
kept Ahmad from telling 
officials the truth. 

"The father spent some 
time in Fubais Psychiatric 
Hospital, but was released 
because the hospital 
deemed him fit to return 
home. But I think be 
should go back (to the hos- 
pital) because he is a danger 
to his children,” said Feiyal 
Saleh, director of the Cen- 
tre for Social Development, 
who read the father's med- 
ical report 

Psychiatrist Mohammed 
Khalaf said that violence is 


a catalyst in developing dif- 
ferent psychological disor- 
ders in children. 

He said children exposed 
to violence become violent 
themselves. 

H even-year -old Manal, 
Ahmad's eldest sister, still 
cannot read or write. She 
told the Jordan Times that 
whenever her father beats 
her with an iron chain, she •. 
goes to school and beats her 
schoolmates. 

She has been expelled 
from several schools. 

"Late at night. I think 
about why 1 hit them. I 
know they don't deserve it," 
she said. 

Manal's counsellor for foe 
past two years, who asked 
' not to be identified, said the 
only way to save Manal is 
to put her in an orphanage, 
where her father can not 
reach her. 

Children who are forced 
out into the streets to beg by 
their families are also suf- 
fering abuse. 

Police officer Arabiyat 
said although this is foe 
responsibility of the min- 
istry of social development, 
police officers do cooperate 
with the ministry. 

"Children are picked up 
from the streets and are sent 
to the ministry where their 
cases are studied, and 
depending on the situation, 
a monthly income is pro- 
vided for the family," he 
said. 

Families canght sending 
their children to beg on the 
streets are fined JD 2, the 
officer said. 

If foe child is repeatedly 


picked up by the authori- 
ties, he or she might be 
taken from the family and 
placed in an orphanage, he 
added. 

Mothers attending the 
workshop told the Jordan 
Times that although they 
believe that street and 
school violence should be 
dealt with, they did not con- 
sider corporal punishment 
as abuse, but rather as a 
form of "family guidance.” 

They said they were wor- 
ried that an open discussion 
of this kind might create a 
rift between children and 
their families. 

All 50 children who par- 
ticipated in the event con- 
ducted their own research 
on street, school and 
domestic violence. 

They also studied the Jor- 
danian law on the child's 
right and have met with 
peers who themselves have 
been victim? of abuse. 

At the end of the work- 
shop the children presented 
their recommendations, 
which included: 

— An awareness campaign 
to inform children of their 
rights, should be introduced 
in children’s programmes 
on JTV and to be included 
in foe school syllabus. 

— Parents and police offi- 
cers should be involved in 
seminars designed to 
explain the effect of vio- 
lence on developing the 
child's personality. 

— A compulsory course on 
child psychology for teach- 
ers. 


French fables from an oriental past 
painted by oriental artists of today 



The Osh and the cormoran, by Lamia Abdel-Sahib 


By Beatrix Immenkamp 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An exhibition 
of illustrations of fables of 
the French writer La 
Fontaine in memory of the 
300th anniversary of his 
death is drawing to a close 
at the French Cultural Cen- 
tre in Amman. 

The aim of the exhibition 
on The Oriental Sources 
of La Fontaine" and the 
accompanying book is to 
show the extent to which 
La Fontaine relied on inspi- 
ration from oriental cul- 
ture, according to foe 
organisers. 

The author of poems, 
songs, drama pieces, sto- 
ries, opera librettos and a 
novel, who is considered 
one of foe greatest French 
writers of foe 17th century, 
is best remembered today 
for his fables, vignettes of 
morale and social satire in 
which animals speak and 
act Like human beings. 

The latter half of La 
Fontaine's 240 fables were 
inspired by "oriental 
sources", in particular tire 
book of Kalila and Dinma, 
also known as the Book of 
Animals, which was trans- 
lated into Arabic from Indi- 


an and Persian by Ibn A1 
Muqaffa around the 12th 
century. 

The 19 paintings exhibit- 
ed at the French Cultural 
Centre in Amman are the 
works of two Iraqi artists 
living in Jordan who were 
commissioned by the cen- 
tre to illustrate some of La 
Fontaine's "fables of orien- 
tal origin". 

Commenting on the ori- 
gin of the book accompa- 
nying the exhibition, 
Gerard Martinez, director 
of the French Cultural Cen- 
tre, told the Jordan Times: 
"work on La Fontaine's 
fables of oriental origin 
revealed the close resem- 
blance of some of them to 
stories in Kalila and 
Dimna. 

At that point, my wife 
Marie and I had the idea of 
publishing a book where 
La Fontaine's fables would 
appear alongside the origi- 
nal stories which inspired 
them." 

The result is a large book, 
beautifully illustrated with 
foe 19 paintings of Iraqi 
artists Lamia Abdel-Sahib 
and Samer Ousama, where 
La Fontaine's stories, in 
French, appear side by side 
the original stories in 


Kalila and D imna, printed 
in Arabic. 

"In. the appendix. La 
Fontaine's stories are print- 
ed in Arabic and the stories 
from Kalila and D imna 
appear in French, allowing 
French readers access to 
the stories from Kalila and 
Dimna and Arabic readers 
access to the stories of La 
Fontaine" Mr. Martinez 
adds. 

' The idea behind the book 
is to build a bridge between 
the two cultures, Arab and 
French, showing the extent 
to which one influenced foe 
other 

According to Mr. Mar- 
tinez, the book will also be 
distributed in France, 
where it will have the spe- 
cific benefit of helping 
young people from North 
African countries living in 
France realize that their 
Arab culture is important to 
French culture, as well as 
making French youngsters 
understand that a famous 
French author was inspired 
by Arabic sources. 

The exhibition, which 
will close on Tuesday, will 
travel to Beirut. Nantes 
(France), Cairo, Riyadh, 
Abu Dhabi and Doha over 


the next months. 

An exhibition of the 
works of Iraqi painter 


Shaker Hassan Said will 
open at the French Cultural 
Centre on Wednesday. 
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Russian planes bomb Chechen 
villages after talks collapse 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russian warplanes have 
bombed villages in south- 
eastern Checbenya killing 
17 people, in what Chechen 
separatists said Sonday was 
a show of “cruelty” by the 
new Russian military com- 
mander, a week after a 
bomb attack which maim ed 
his predecessor. 

Chechen independence 
fighters quoted Sunday by 
Moscow Echo radio station 
said the raids carried out 
Saturday against the vil- 
lages of Dargo and Belgatoi 
had also left at least 23 peo- 
ple wounded 

Movladi Udugov, spokes- 
man for the self-proclaimed 
Chechen independent gov- 
ernment. said eight war- 
planes and six MI -24 heli- 
copter gunships took part in 
the sequence of three raids 
on the villages which lie in 
an area which Russian 
troops have so far failed to 
conquer in their 10-month 
bid to crush Chechen sepa- 
ratism. 

“According to a first 
available information, the 
raids left 17 dead and 23 
wounded, including eight 
seriously hurt,” Mr. Udugov 
told Moscow Echo. 

Dargo is the stronghold of 
Chechen warlord Shamil 
Bassayev who gained 
world-wide notoriety for 
leading a bloody hostage- 
taking operation in the 


Russian town of Bude- 
nnovsk in June. 

However Mr. Bassayev 
was not in Dargo Saturday. 
He was in Shall, a town 
about 30 kilometres south 
of Grozny, where he burst 
into a “round table” organ- 
ised by a pro-Russian 
Chechen group, to call for 
reconciliation among Che- 
chens. 

In Moscow, the Defence 
Ministry refused to either 
confirm or deny the 
Cfaecheuya raids, Interfax 
News Agency said. 

In another incident related 
by Mr. Udugov, “four peo- 
ple — three women and a 
girl — were killed at a 
Russian checkpoint on the 
road out of Bamut” in west- 
ern Chechenya when their 
car came under a hail of 
automatic fire. 

However Interfax quoted 
him as saying: “The 

Chechen side has never 
renounced and will not give 
up on reconciliation.” 

A week ago, 28 people 
were killed in air raids on 
Roshni-Chu in western 
Chechenya but Moscow 
denied that Russian forces 
were responsible and said 
planes “from Azerbaijan” 
had attacked the town. 

The difficult peace 
process begun in Cbechen- 
ya as a result of the Buden- 
novsk tragedy has run into 
deadlock after the suspen- 


sion of talks on implement- 
ing a de mili tarisation 
accord reached on July 1. 

The talks were broken off 
early last week following 
the Ocl 6 bomb blast in 
Grozny in which the former 
co mman der of Russian 
forces in Chechenya, 
General Anatoly Romanov 
was badly injured. 

His successor General 
Anatoly Sbkirico took over 
Thursday. 

Mr. Udugov said the raids 
on Dargo and Belgatoi were 
Gen. shkirko’s way of 
“showing his cruelty” after 
the attack on Gen. 
Romanov. 

“We don’t believe Russian 
officers when they say they 
had nothing to do with these 
attacks. In fact, the Russian 
troops have not stopped 
their military actions and 
are supported by artillery 
and aviation,” the Chechen 
spokesman said. 

On Friday, Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin said 
be “would not veer from the 
path of peace” in 
Checbenya despite the 
attack on Gen. Romanov. 

“The federal government 
will not veer from the path 
to peace laid down for a set- 
tlement of the Chechen 
question, even if (Chechen 
independence leader Dzho- 
khar) Dudayev is pushing 
us in other directions,” Mr. 
Yeltsin said. 


Meanwhile the head of a 
European mission monitor- 
ing Russia’s war in break- 
away Chechenya Saturday 
condemned bombing strikes 
on a village he visited oat- 
side Grozny, callin g them 
unjustifiable. 

Sandor Meszaros, lead 
representative in the 
Chechen capital for tbe 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, 
said he was shocked by 
what he saw the previous 
day in Roshni-Chu, west of 
Grozny. 

Despite repeated Russian 
denials of aerial attacks on 
the village last Sunday, Mr. 
Meszaros confirmed to 
journalists at a Grozny news 
conference that a bombing 
strike had occurred. 

He saw dozens of 
destroyed or damaged hous- 
es, told of tbe reported 
deaths of 28 villagers, and 
said residents told Him the 
Russians had attacked in 
eight assault planes, drop- 
ping bombs, firing from 
submachine guns and firing 
several dozen missiles. 

“I do not know whether 
there were militan ts in the 
village or not, but such an 
action cannot be justified,” 
Mr. Meszaros was quoted 
by tbe Interfax News 
Agency as saying. 


Thousands flee Dhaka ahead of new strike 


DHAKA (AFP) — Amidst 
new attempts to bring tbe 
prime minister and opposi- 
tion leader to the negotiat- 
ing table, Bangladesh 
braced for new violence in a 
four-day general strike from 
Monday against the govern- 
ment of Khaleda Zia. 

Thousands of people fled 
Dhaka, some calling it a 
“strike holiday” while 
those remaining in the capi- 
tal took precautions against 
disturbances. 

Newspapers said those 
wealthy enough were going 
abroad, especially to neigh- 
bouring India, and most 
others to homes outside 
Dhaka. 

“People are gripped by 
panic, fearing violence dur- 
ing the strike” said the 
mass circulation Janakantha 
daily. 

But tbe newspaper high- 
lighted hopes for moves by 
diplomats and and a group 
of eminent citizens to end 
the 18-month political crisis 
caused by the opposition 


camp aign to force Mrs. Zia 
to stand down. 

Prime Minister Khaleda 
Zia Saturday called on opo- 
sition Aw ami League chief 
Sbeikh Hasina Wajed, and 
other rivals, to hold talk*; 
instead of resorting to anti- 
government action. 

“Come, let us talk at my 
office, parliament or any 
other place" to end the cri- 
sis, she told a rally in the 
northern district of Natore, 
state-run Bangladesh Tele- 
vision reported. 

This strike will be the 
longest in a series called by 
the opposition in support of 
its demand that Mrs. Zia 
resign and allow elections 
under a caretaker govern- 
ment Nearly all have been 
marked by clashes. 

But there are growing 
signs of behind-the-scenes 
pressure to end the political 
conflict 

A group of eminent citi- 
zens that has met Mis. Zia 
also held talks with Mrs. 
Wajed, according to politi- 


cal sources, in an attempt to 
stop the crisis deepening. 
The sources said they could 
meet the prime minister 
again at any time. 

The Daily Star newspaper, 
without giving details, said 
the acting general secretary 
of the ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party, Abdul 
Manan Bhuiyan, and Home 
Minister Abdul Matin 
Chowdhuiy met late 
Saturday with the mayor of 
Dhaka, Muhammad Hanif, 
and a senior Awami League 
leader 

On top of popular fears 
over the loss of life and 
property in the chaos, the 
business community is 
increasingly concerned at 
tbe effect on tbe economy. 

Salman Rahman, presi- 
dent of the Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry 
told a seminar that politi- 
cians could face the wrath 
of the people. “The silent 
majority are waking up,” he 
warned. 


“The politicians are 
increasingly losing their 
respect by tbeir actions 
which is a power struggle at 
the cost of the nation " said 
one businessman, request- 
ing anonimity. 

The opposition maintains 
it would hold talks and 
allow Mrs. Zia to complete 
her five-year term if she 
agreed to let a careteker 
government oversee the 
next general elections due 
in 1996. 

Mrs. Wajed’s party and 
other opposition groups — 
the Jatiya Party of jailed 
former President Hussain 
Muh ammad Ershad and the 
Muslim fundamentalist 
Jamaat-E-Islami — re- 
signed tbeir parliamentary 
seats in December. 

Opposition MPs say fair 
polls were impossible under 
Mrs. Zia. Bat the prime 
minister has rejected the 
demands as “unconstitu- 
tional,” though she says she 
would step down 30 days 
ahead of polls. 


Poll shows solid gains for Quebec separatists 


MONTREAL (R) — A new 
poll released Saturday 
showed solid gains for 
Quebec separatists in the 
week after their most popu- 
lar leader, Lucien Bouchard, 
was given more prominence 
in tbe campaign for the Oct 
30 referendum. 

The Leger Leger poll said 
the yes side — favouring 
Quebec separation from 
Canada — bad picked up 
two percentage points and 
pulled ahead, though they 
were still marginally behind 
after the allocation of unde- 
cided voters. 

“This is the first time that 
it’s possible for the sover- 
eigntists to see a victory for 
the yes side ” Jean-Marc 
Leger, president of group 
Leger Leger said. 

“It also ends suggestions 
that the no side would crush 
the sovereigntists,” he said. 
Tbe poll was commissioned 
for the Toronto Globe and 
Mail and Journal De 
Montreal newspapers. 

It showed 45 per cent of 
Quebeckers voting yes and 


42.4 per cent voting no, 
with 1.6 per cent not voting, 
4.8 per cent undecided and 
6.2 per cent not answering. 
A week ago, 42.9 per cent 
said yes and 43.7 per cent 
no. 

After allocating those who 
were undecided and did not 
answer, the no side was 
ahead 50.8 per cent to 49.2 
per cent, having slipped 
from 52.8 per cent to 47.2 
per cent a week ago. 

This follows a Gallop poll 
released Friday night show- 
ing the no side leading 43 to 
39 per cent, or 53 to 47 per 
cent after apportioning 
undecided voters. 

Pollsters say undecided 
voters tend to vote more for 
the status quo as they 
appear more concerned 
about tbe possible conse- 
quences of pulling out of 
Canada. 

Leger Leger polls have 
tended to show more 
strength for the separatists 
than those by other major 
polling firms, but die 
change from the last poll 


was unmistakable. 

Mr. Leger said the 
improvement in the yes 
side’s position largely 
reflected tbe fact that Mn 
Bouchard has replaced less- 
popular Premier Jacques 
Parizeau as the visible head 
of the sovereigntist cam- 
paign. 

“It was a good week, yes,” 
Mr. Bouchard, leader of the 
Bloc Quebecois in the fed- 
eral parliament, told an 
ebullient gathering Friday. 
“Next week is going to be 
even prettier.” 

Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien, fighting to 
keep Canada together, told 
reporters in Montreal he 
was not at all concerned, 
and pointed to the defeat of 
the last sovereignty referen- 
dum in 1980. 

“Last time it was much 
closer than this time, and 
the result was 60-40 (in 
favour of unity),” be said. 

Asked if be would imitate 
Mr. Bouchard in being more 
active cm the campaign trail, 
Mr. Chretien said no. 


“The strategy of Mr. 
Bouchard was to destroy us 
in tbe House of Commons. 
That was given three weeks, 
and it was he that left (the 
battlefield) first So that 
strategy wasn’t working” 
he said. Ours is working and 
we don’t need to change. 

Some 73.6 per cent of the 
respondents said Mr. 
Parizeau was right to have 
named Mr. Bouchard a 
week ago as the chief nego- 
tiator of an economic and 
political partnership with 
the rest of Canada in the 
event of a separatist victory. 

Tbe referendum will ask 
Quebeckers if Quebec 
should become sovereign 
after offering — not neces- 
sarily achieving — a new 
economic and political part- 
nership with Canada. 

The Leger poll was con- 
ducted from Ocl 8-12 over 
1,002 voters, with a plus or 
minus 3.1 per cent marg in 
of error 19 times out of 20. 


Opposition leader arrested over Mugabe murder plot 


HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) 
— Veteran opposition 
leader tbe Rev. Ndabaningi 
Sithole was arrested 
Saturday for suspected links 
to a plot to assassinate 
President Robert Mugabe, 
police said. 

The fiery, eccentric 
preacher, 75, was taken 
from his Harare home fol- 
lowing disclosures Tuesday 
that an armed group claim- 
ing loyally to his small 


party planned to ambush 
Mr. Mugabe’s motorcade. 

Police spokesman Enock 
Ngwenya said Rev. Sithole, 
a member of parliament, 
was being questioned about 
tbe alleged plot involving, 
two men charged with con- 
spiracy to commit murder 
and engage in acts of terror- 
ism and sabotage. 

Rev. Sithole, an indepen- 
dent congregationalist min- 
ister, helped found what is 


now Zimbabwe’s governing 
party in the 1960s but split 
with Mr. Mugabe shortly 
after the end of white 
minority rule in 1980. 

Rev. Sithole spent a 
decade, in self-imposed 
exile in the United States 
after being accused of plot- 
ting an uprising against Me 
Mugabe's government. He 
returned to Zimbabwe in 
1992. 

His Zimbabawe African 


National Union-Ndonga 
Party holds the only two 
opposition seats in the 150- 
seat parliament. 

On Tuesday, prosecutors 
said that Simba Mblanga, 
30, alleged commander of 
the Chhnwenje Freedom 
Fighters, a little-known dis- 
sident group, was accused 
of leading at least 11 men 
on a mission to attack Mr. 
Mugabe’s motorcade on 
Aug. 18. 



Former Angolan rebel leader Jonas Savimbi (right) 
meets with South African President Nelson Mandela in 
Pretoria (AFP photo) 

Savimbi regrets his 
1992 return to war 


LUSAKA (Agencies) — 
Angolan former rebel 
leader Jonas Savimbi said 
here Sunday that he regret- 
ted plunging his country 
back into civil war in 1992, 
saying that if he had been as 
committed to peace then as 
he was today, a resumption 
of hostilities could have 
been avoided. 

At the end of a tour of 
southern Africa to promote 
his new image as a man of 
peace, Mr. Savimbi told a 
press conference that be no 
longer felt disappointment 
at not being elected presi- 
dent in 1992. 

He said he was .happy 
with the post be has been 
offered. 

“I am not disappointed 
with the turn of events but 
what I regret deeply in my 
37 years of fighting, is the 
fighting we began in 1992, 
because this could have 
been avoided bad we exhib- 
ited the same political will 
as today,” said the 61 -year- 
old leader of the main 
opposition National Union 
for the Total Independence 
of Angola (UNITA). 

He added: “The highest 
office in our country is to 
have peace, my troops and 
officers have all accepted 
that it is better we play a 
constructive role other than 
to have the post of presi- 
dent”. 

Mn Savimbi shattered 
Angola’s hopes for peace 
when he went back to a 
bush war after rejecting 
UNITA’s loss in general 
and presidential elections in 
1992 though they had been 
declared free and fair by the 
United Nations. 

After tbe Lusaka protocol 
for peace signed here last 
November, he has been 
offered the second vice 
presidency of the country 
by his war-time rival 
President Jose Eduardo Dos 
Santos, in a government of 
national unity to be set up 
in January. 

UNITA will also have 
four cabinet and seven 
deputy ministerial posts. 

Mr. Savimbi has been vis- 
iting some southern African 
states to seek support for 
his commitment to peace 
and confidence in the 
Lusaka protocol which is 
running behind schedule at 


almost all stages. 

He returned to his 
Bailundo headquarters of 
the central Angolan high- 
lands saying be was a “very 
happy and satisfied” man 
and his tour had enriched 
his relations with southern 
African heads-of-govem- 
menL 

Mr. Savimbi Saturday 
called the presence of 
South African mercenaries 
cm Angolan soil “an embar- 
rassing problem” for 
President Nelson Man- 
dela’s government 
“The fact is that we 
Angolans don’t need mer- 
cenaries in our country at 
this stage, and the South 
African government does- 
n’t need them anywhere,” 
Mr. Savimbi said in an 
interview with Associated 
Press Television after meet- 
ing Mr. Mandela. 

A South African compa- 
ny, Executive Outcomes, 
has recruited former mem- 
bers of the apartheid-era 
armed forces who fought in 
bush wars in Angola, 
Namibia and Mozambique 
to train — critics say lead 
— combatants in Angola 
and Sierra Leone. 

In Angola, the mercenar- 
ies axe credited with tipping 
die balance in favour of 
President Dos Santos’ army 
last year and forcing Mr. 
Savimbi to sign a new 
peace accord. 

Mr. Savimbi met Mr. 
Mandela during his swing 
through southern African 
countries * 

Mr. Savimbi refused in 
the APTV interview to con- 
demn Mr. Mandela’s gov- 
ernment for allowing the 
mercenaries to operate, but 
said that the situation 
should be “eased.” 

“It is a fact that no one 
can approve of mercenaries 
anywhere on the African 
continent,” Mr. Savimbi 
said. “These activities are 
contrary to the spirit of 
peace and reconciliation in 
tbe region.” 

Mr. Savimbi ’s meeting 
with Mn Mandela was 
largely ceremonial and fol- 
lowed more substantive 
talks Friday with Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki, 
Mr. Mandela's main diplo- 
matic troubleshooter. 


Russia to sell its single 
aircraft carrier to India 

MOSCOW (AP) — Russia may sell its last aircraft carrier 
still in service to India, an official said Saturday. 

The carrier Admiral Kuznetsov has been in the Northern 
Fleet since 1990. It is capable of carrying up to 50 SU-27 
and MiG-29 fighter jets and has a displacement of nearly 
70,000 tonnes. 

Tbe ITAR-TASS news agency quoted an unidentified 
official with the state arms-trading company 
Rosvooruzheniye who said Russia intends to sell it to 
India, although South Korea and other countries also have 
shown interest 

Three smaller carriers of an older type — the Kiev, 
Minsk and Novorossiisk — have been mothballed in 
recent years, and the navy officials have announced they 
would be sold for scrap. Another vessel of the same type. 
Admiral Gorshkov, is now under repairs and also offered 
for sale. 

The official military daily Krasnaya Zvezda Saturday 
assailed plans to sell aircraft carriers, saying Russia needs 
them to remain a great naval power. 


German 
CDU 
wonders 
about the 
post-Kohl 
era 

BONN (R) — Helmut 
Kohl’s Christian Democ- 
rats (CDU) open tbeir 
annual congress Monday 
so overshadowed by the 
German chancellor that the 
party’s top maverick has 
warned it against develop- 
ing a “Fuehrer cult.” 

Heiner Geissler, a long- 
time Kohl rival who heads 
the CDU’s liberal wing, 
angered many colleagues 
with his overblown analo- 
gy and may lose his post as 
vice-chairman of the 
party’s faction in parlia- 
ment because of iL 
His criticism, though, 
struck at the heart of the 
CDU’s problem. Now 13 
years in power, the party is 
so far ahead in the polls 
that it can look forward to 
ruling into the next century 
— as long as Mr. Kohl. 65. 
stays at the top. 

But what happens when 
he’s gone? How should the 
party prepare for the post- 
Kohl era? Several CDU 
thinkers more tactful than 
Mr. Geissler are asking the 
same questions. 

“The CDU cannot 
become a party with a 
Fuehrer cult fixed on one 
person,” Mr. Geissler 
declared last week in the 
Third Reich parallel that 
prompted protests from fel- 
low deputies. 

“Otherwise, it " would 
burst like pricked balloon 
when that person is no 
longer there,” be told the 
weekly Die Woche. 

Recent opinion polls sup- 
port Mr. Geissler’s con- 
cerns. 

The CDU, with its CSU 
sister party in Bavaria, 
could win an absolute 
majority of parliamentary 
seats if an election were 
held today. It leads the dis- 
oriented Social Democrats 
by 45 to 32 per cent, tbe 
electoral research group 
said. 

But asked if it would do 
as well without Me Kohl, 
65 per cent of those queried 
said no. Even more telling, 
78 per cent of CDU mem- 
bers surveyed agreed their 
party would be worse off 
without the veteran leader, 
the Forsa polling group 
reported. 

“Nobody will talk openly 
about Kohl’s future at the 
congress,” predicted one 
CDU official who, like 
many others in Bonn, 
assumes but is not sure that 
Europe’s longest-serving 
leader will seek reelection 
in 1998. Mr. Kohl refuses 
to commenL 

The three-day meeting in 
Karlsruhe, the southwest- 
ern city where Germany's 
Supreme Court stands, will 
indirectly address the issue 
Wednesday when it votes 
on introducing quotas for 
women and party primari ly 
to pick future candidates. 

Mr. Kohl, concerned that 
CDU support is weakest 
among younger women, 
wants one-third of all party 
posts and candidate slots 
reserved for female mem- 
bers. This is expected to 
pass despite strong doubts 
among the conservative 
male majority. 

He is less enthusiastic 
about the primaries pro- 
posed by CDU General 
Secretary Peter Hintze to 
make the party more open 
to its grass roots and thus 
more attractive for new 
members. 

The CDU's powerful par- 
liamentary leader 

Wolfgang Schaeuble and 
several cabinet members 
also oppose primaries. 

Ayounge. generation of 
CDU leaders now risin«* in 
tbe ranks of state politics 
wants to go beyond these 
cauuous reforms. 

. party leadership ' 
isn t flexible enough to 
make the CDU ready for 
the challenges of the' next 
says Ole Von 
Beast, 40 CDU leader in 
Hamburg’s city hall. “Too 
“W people there want to 
rest on Kohl’s laurels." 


15 make stage 3 of 
Chopin 

Competition 

WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 
Three Russians, three 
Italians and two Americans 
are among 15 qualifiers for 
stage three of the pres- 
tigous Frederic Chopin 
Competition for young 
pianists, the jury 
announced. The announce- 
ment reduces the field for 
the $25,000 prize from 130 
in the Oct. 2-22 competi- 
tion. “I am very excited 
and very happy. It's a relief 
at least,” said Gabriela 
Montero of Miami, one of 
the two Americans. “You 
can relax a bit (in tbe next 
stage). There are very diffi- 
cult pieces, but very 
expressive,” said the 25- 
year-old Venezuela-born 
Montero. The competition, 
first held in 1927. pays 
homage to the 19th-centu- 
ry Polish-born composer 
and typically launches 
international careers. Full 
of temperament and 
praised by critics. Montero 
said she was looking for- 
ward to playing her 
favourite Mazurkas — 
demanding not only 
impecable technique but 
also the ability to expose 
Chopin’s emotions. This 
year’s favourite with audi- 
ences has been Alexei 
Sultanov, a 26-year-old 
Russian. He was the only 
competitor to have a per- 
formance interrupted by 
appluase. 

Baywatch’s 
Pamela Anderson 

hospitalised 

SANTA MONICA, Calif. 

(R) — Pamela Andenson, 
the buxom blonde star of 
TV’s Baywatch, was treat- 
ed in a hospital Friday for 
“flu-like symptoms." A 
spokeswoman for Sl 
J ohn’s Hospital in Santa 
, ,^Ionica saitf Anderson,.^- 
was undergoing tests .and 
was “doing fine." Sfcie said 
tbe. actress was sent to the 
hospital by her doctor after 
she complained of feeling 
unwell at home Thursday 
night Anderson, who 
recently suffered a miscar- 
riage, is manied to Tommy 
Lee, drummer with the 
heavy metal rock band 
Motley Crue. 

Preacher may be 
prosecuted for 
punching saint 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 

An Evangelical preacher 
who punched and kicked 
an effigy of Brazil’s patron 
saint on television could be 
taken to court for his disre- 
spect, TV Globo said 
Saturday. A Rio judge is 
investigating the incident 
on a television show 
Thursday that has angered 
not only Brazilian 
Catholics but followers of 
other faiths as well. Tbe 
preacher attacked the effi- 
gy of Our Lady of 
Aparecida on the day 
Brazil honours her with a 
national holiday. ^ 

Man fined for 
duck noises 

CANBERRA (R) — An 
Australian man has been 
fined $1,500 for quacking 
like a duck on his radio 
transmitter, a court official 
in the Tasmanian town of 
Launceston said. Don 
Desmond Davey, 57, was 
convicted for broadcasting 
something that was not 
speech, the official said. 

Mr. Davey pleaded guilty 
to 16 charges over the 
operation and possession 
of unlicensed radio com- 
munications equipment 
and was also ordered to 
hand over his radio. 

Athens cracks 
down on litter 
louts 

ATHENS (AFP) — 
Authorities in the historic . 
but polluted Greek capital, * 
have brought in stiff fines 
for citizens who leave litter 
and transform open spaces 
into unofficial rubbish tips. 
Mayor Dimitris Avnuno- 
poulos announced the fines 
and ordered Athenians to 
clean up their yards and 
gardens as well. 
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Preacher maybe 
prosecuted tor 
punching saint 


SEOUL (R) - — A group of 
South Koreans who escaped 
unbuit from a 10-hour 
hostage drama in central 
Moscow thought at first the 
man who hijacked their bus 
was a prankster, officials 
and news reports said 
Sunday. 

The South Koreans, 
employees of the Hyundai 
Electronics Industries Co. 
were all in good shape and 
would go ahead with a 
planned tour of Germany, 
Hyundai spokesman Cbo 
Won- Sang said in SeouL 

“We were panicked when 
we heard the news about the 
hijacking,” Mr. Cho said of 
a drama in which 24 
Hyundai employees, two 
Korean guides and a 
Russian driver were held 
hostage on a tourist bus. 

The gunman had released 


all but four people by the 
time Russian police stormed 
the bus to kill the man and 
free the remaining hostages 
Sunday. 

“Despite the incident, we 
will let them travel to 
Germany to look around 
industrial facilities there as 
we have confirmed that they 
are in good health ” Mr. 
Cho told Reuters. 

The South Korean govern- 
ment expressed gratitude to 
Moscow for its “quick* 
cooperation and the suc- 
cessful police operation to 
rescue the hostages. 

“Our government express- 
es deep gratitude to the 
Russian government.” Fo- 
reign Ministry spokesman 
Sub Dae- Won said in a 
statement 

In an interview with South 
Korean correspondents in 


Moscow, one of the 
hostages, Yoon Dong-Hyon, 
said a masked man aimg d a 
pistol at the group and 
shouted “draw the curtain” 
after they got on the bus 
near the Kremlin. 

“We thought it was a joke 
and all laughed,” Yoon was 
quoted as saying by South 
Korea’s Yonhap news 
agency. 

“Then the guy fired a 
warning shot towards the 
ceiling. We realised it was 
serious and gestured to ven- 
dors around (he bus that we 
were in danger but they 
thought we were saying 
hello,” be was quoted as 
saying. 

Yoon said two of the 26 
managed to escape during 
the confusion. The bus was 
surrounded by police in 
about 20 minutes, he said. 


The hijacker, speaking to 
the tourists through (heir 
Russian-speaking guide, 
assured them that they 
would not be hart if he got a 
ransom of $10 million, 
Yoon said. 

“He let us smoke and 
sleep ” said Yoon, one of the 
hostages freed early on. 

Before Yoon was released, 
the gunman displayed a 
package he was carrying 
and said it was a bomb 
winch be would set off if the 
hostages did not cooperate. ' 

Yoon denied Russian 
reports the hijacker was 
from North Korea. “He was 
masked but he definitely 
had a Caucasian nose,” he 
was quoted as saying. 

The Hyundai employees 
left Seoul Friday for a 
week-long trip to Moscow 
and Ge rman y. 


Gunmen kill politician, 8 others in Karachi 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — 
Gunmen shot dead nine 
people, including a politi- 
cian, in the Pakistani city of 
Karachi Saturday night and 
Sunday, the start of a week 
in which planned apposition 
protests threaten renewed 
unrest 

The ethnic Mohajir 
National Movement 

(MQM) has called for a 
strike Wednesday to protest 
against what it says was the 
killing of (me of its activists 
in police custody last week. 
Police say the activist 
Mufeez Farooqi, died in a 
shoot-out with MQM gun- 
men in which his brother 
Fahim Farooqi and two 
other MQM detainees under 
police escort were killed 
Tuesday. 

On Thursday, the main 
opposition Pakistan Muslim 
League plans to stage a 
nationwide “black day” of 
protest to mark the end of 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto’s second year in 
power. 

Police said unidentified 
attackers killed Ahmad Ali ■ 
jSoomro, 40, a former mein- ' 
ber of Ms. Bhutto’s Pakistan 
People’s Party, outsider hi s 
house at midnight 

They said the son of a 


municipal councillor was 
shot dead Sunday morning. 
Seven other people, includ- 
ing five members of a single 
family, were killed in sepa- 
rate incidents overnight 
Unidentified gunmen herd- 
ed members of a family into 
a comer of their house in 
the North Nazimabad area 
of die city. 

They killed five people, 
four of them women, and 
seriously wounded another 
woman. Another family 
member had been killed 
half an hour earlier. The 
motive for the attacks was 
not immediately dear, 
police said. 

On Saturday, three police- 
men were killed by gunmen 
in a drive-by shooting in the 
neighbouring city of 
Hyderabad, also troubled by 
conflict between the MQM 
and security forces. 

More than 75 people have 
been killed in Karachi this 
month, raising the death toll 
for the year to more than 
1,600. 

Ms. Bhutto said Saturday 
that the government warned 
stalled peace talks with the 
MQM to produce results. 

“The government is very 
serious in talks. We do not 
want to use force. We are 


only interested in restora- 
tion of peace and tranquilli- 
ty”, she told a group of 
newspaper editors. 

“Karachi does disturb us. 
We have made some head- 
way. The restoration of 
peace is a slow but uphill 
task,” she said. 

Ms. Bhutto accused the 
MQM, which represents 
Urdn-speakers who fled 
from India after partition in 
1947 and their descendants, 
of having a narrow ethnic 
outlook which did not serve 
Pakistan. 

“How can a person bora in 
Pakistan be said to be a 
refugee (Mohajir)? Karachi 
is multi-ettmicr she 
declared. 

Ms. Bhutto reiterated her 
view that MQM leader AJtaf 
Hussain, living in self-exile 
in London, should return to 
Pakistan and face court 
charges against him. 

Top army officers arrested 

Meanwhile Ms. Bhutto said 
several senior army officers 
had been arrested, but did 
not : .confirm;; ^newspaper 
reports Sunday Jhau they 
were suspected of working 
for an Islamic revolution. 

“Some individuals are 
under investigation, but it is 


premature to say anything,” 
she told newspaper editors 
Saturday night. 

“When the investigations 
are completed, details will 
be known and the nation 
will be taken into confi- 
dence.” 

Ms. Bhutto had been asked 
to comment on a statement 
by Senator Tariq Chaudhry, 
a member of a party allied 
to the ruling Pakistan 
People’s Party, that senior 
army officers were under 
arrest 

The English-language dai- 
ly The Nation said Major 
General Zaheer-Ul-Islam 
Abbasi, working as director 
general of infantry at gener- 
al headquarters bad been 
arrested with a brigadier 
general, a colonel and three 
dozen army officers on 
. Sept 26. 

A military spokesman 
refused to confirm the 
details carried by The 
Nation, but another officer 
said Gen. Abbasi had been 
correctly identified. 

Gen. Abbasi previously 
served as military attache at 
the Pakistani embassy in 
New Delhi and was 
expelled after being dec- 
lared persona non grata. The 
Nation said. 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea has asked 
Washington to slow down 
in seeking a rapprochement 
with North Korea, citing the 
Communist nation’s refusal 
to improve inter-Korean 
relations, reports said 
Sunday. 

Seoul has sent a strong 
note to Washington in a bid 
to persuade U.S. officials 
from hastily opening a liai- 
isoo office in Pyongyang, 
which remains unwilling to 
improve ties with South 
Korea, the Chosun-Ubo 
newspaper said. 

It said there was a wide- 
spread feeling of unease 
among South Korean offi- 
cials over Washington's 
push for closer ties with 
North Korea, the newspaper 
said. 

“Washington seems to 
make haste with the open- 
ing of a diplomatic office in 
Pyongyang” a government 
source was quoted by the 
paper as saying. 

In related remarks pub- 
lished Sunday by the New 
York Times, South Korean 
President Kim Young-Sam 
expressed concern over the 
North’s hardlin e stance, 
calling it “a very difficult 
partner to deal with.” 

“Our concern is that 


because of their desperation 
or frustration about their 
declining economy, they 
may start on a course of 
adventurous military provo- 
cation, Mr. Kim was quoted 
as saying. 

Referring to South Korea’s 
shipment of 150,000 tonnes 
of free rice to North Korean 
flood victims, Mr. Kim said 
he felt betrayed and disap- 
pointed by Pyongyang. 

After a brief thaw created 
by the rice shipments which 
started in June, inter- 
Korean relations turned 
frosty again following the 
breakdown of rice talks 
between the two Koreas in 
Beijing three week ago. 

Seoul contends that imer- 
Korean talks are a prerequi- 
site to U.S. -North Korean 
normalisation under their 
landmark accord concluded 
a year ago, which defused a 
crisis over the North’s con- 
troversial nuclear pro- 

gramme. 

Under the Geneva accord, 
the North closed suspected 
nuclear facilities in return 
for a promise by 

Washington of diplomatic 
and economic benefits. 

As a first step, Washington 
and Pyongyang have agreed 
to open liaison offices in 
each other's capitals. 


Meanwhile a South Ko- 
rean official said Sunday 
President Kim has urged 
Japan to repent folly for the 
atrocities it committed 
against Koreans before and 
during World War II. 

“I have future-oriented 
toughts basically. But 
Japan... should make foil 
repemence for its past 
wrongdoings,” an official at 
the prime minister’s office 
quoted Mr. Kira as telling a 
dinn er meeting with his 
cabinet ministers Saturday. 

Mr. Kim, disclosing the 
contents of his interview 
with the New York Times 
earlier Saturday, told the 
ministers that the division 
of the Korean peninsula had 
resulted from Japan's 1910- 
45 colonial rule of Korea, 
the official said. 

Mr. Kim also criticised 
Japan's direct talks with 
North Korea on rice “over 
the heads” of South Korea. 
He said it undermined 
Seoul’s efforts towards uni- 
fication of the two Koreas, 
still technically at war since 
the 1950-53 Korean War. 

Mr. Kim’s comment was 
apparently in response to 
recent remarks made by 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama on 
Tokyo’s position about a 


1910 treaty under which 
Japan colonised Korea. 

On Ocl 5, Mr. Murayama 
told parliament die treaty 
was signed and implement- 
ed in a technically valid 
manner, judging from inter- 
national relations and ocher 
circumstances at the time. 

Mr. Murayama Friday 
moved to head off a furore 
over his remarks by saying 
the annexation treaty was 
signed on an “unequal foot- 
ing”. 

don’t think the two 
countries stood on an equal 
footing in signing the 
annexation treaty,” Mr. 
Murayama told parlia- 
ment’s lower house budget 
committee. 

In foe parliamentary ses- 
sion, Mr. Murayama said 
Japan must squarely face 
history and reflect on what 
it bad done to the Korean 
people in order to build 
“friendly relations”. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Mura- 
yama’s remarks triggered 
fierce criticism from both 
South and North Korea 
where bitter memories 
remain of Japan’s 35 years 
of colonial rule, which 
ended in 1945 with Tokyo's 
defeat in World War II. 


Report: Russian criminals behind theft of beryllium 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Russia’s notorious organ- 
ised crime syndicates were 
behind foe theft in 1993 of 
radioactive beryllium from 
a Russian nuclear laborato- 
ry and the failed attempt to 
sell the material in foe West, 
according to a magazine 
and broadcast report. 

The crime syndicates, 
known as “Mariya," appear 
to be deeply involved in the 
theft and smuggling of 
nuclear-related materials 
out of Russia for sale to foe 
highest bidder, foe report 
said. 

The mysterious beryllium 
shipment was seized by 


police in Lithuania and 
remains today in foe bank 
vault where it was first dis- 
covered, according to the 
report Seizure of foe mate- 
rial was reported widely in 
1993. 

But a five-month investi- 
gation by U.S. News And 
World Report and CBS' “60 
Minutes” programme has 
shed additional light on foe 
theft. The report is to be 
aired by CBS Sunday and 
be featured in foe magazine 
■issue appearing -on news- 
stands Monday. ‘ 

According to foe report 
foe smugglers were prepar- 
ing to sell foe beryllium to 


an Austrian middleman who 
in turn had a mystery buyer 
who was ready to pay as 
much as $24 million for foe 
materia], 10 times its legiti- 
mate market value. The 
buyer, although never iden- 
tified, was s&d to be 
Korean, according to foe 
report 

Beryllium, which is used 
in missile guidance systems 
and for other military pur- 
poses, is a highly efficient 
neutron reflector, according 
to nuclear scientists. That 
makes it valuable for build- 
ing more efficient nuclear 
warheads or a smaller 
nuclear reactor. 


Russian and U.S. authori- 
ties have said frequently 
that they believe the great- 
est concern about foe smug- 
gling of nuclear materials 
out of the former Soviet 
Union stems from possible 
thefts by plant workers, dis- 
gruntled scientists or ama- 
teur criminals. 

But the beryllium case 
shows that organised crime 
also is deeply involved, 
according to foe magazine 
and television report. 

Tire journalists found that 
a trading firm in Moscow 
linked to foe Russian 
“Mafiya” handled foe 
export of foe beryllium. 


SIEMENS AG ^Jordan Branch 

is proud to annouce the signing of the contract for the installation of 

Digital telephone exchanges for 300000 lines 





On Oct. 12, 1995, the Telecommunications Corporation (TCC) has signed an agreement with Siemens AG, 
to install digital telephone exchanges in several areas all around Jordan at a cost of JD 26 million within. the, 

framework of the National Telecommunication program. . , . ! ' • . 

Siemens will implement the project within 24 months. V .. j 


The agreement was signed by TCC Director General Mr. Waiid Dweik and Director International Sales Mr. F. Raffelsberger ^ 
on behalf of Siemens AG in the presence of the Chairman of the board of TCC Mr. Jamai Saraireh, the Minister of Pbtf 
and Communication and the Chairman of the supervisory board of Siemens AG. Dr. Hermann Frghz. ^ 
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Parades before the fact 

f 

IRAQI SCHOOLCHILDREN’S rehear- 
sal of victory parades for Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein, well before the results 
of yesterday’s referendum were 
announced, indicates the shallowness 
with which the costly exercise was being 
conducted. The songs of adulation for the 
Iraqi leader, coupled with uninhibited 
predictions by the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) that support for President Saddam 
Hussein would amount to 100 per cent 
will not be able to hide the fact that Iraq 
today is no less deprived of the most 
elementary features of real* pluralistic 
democracy. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz attempted, in vain, to dispel the 
belief that the referendum was totally 
unnecessary when he admitted that his 
country was not aiming for the type of 
democracy that is found in the West for 
instance. While it is true that developing 
countries such as Iraq cannot be expected 
to enjoy that kind of democracy, we 
would have expected that what the Iraqi 
people did and do yearn for, before and 
now, is at least the beginning of a 
democratic process that is basically de- 
rived from international norms and stan- 
dards. 

Baghdad has signed and ratified so 
many international human rights conven- 
tions and treaties, which put Iraq in the 
group of nations that support basic free- 
doms and liberties for their peoples. Yet 
the realities in our sister country demons- 
trate beyond a shadow of doubt that it is 
no way near the path of functional 
democracy, not now nor in the immediate 
future. No matter what the outcome of 
Sunday's plebiscite is, therefore, it would 
be never legitimate or credible enough to 
establish one way or another the free 
choice of the Iraqi people. The only 
sensible way left for Iraq is to first 
dismantle the police state, allow the 
establishment of political parties, and 
then conduct free parliamentary elections 
based on pluralism and the collective 
rights of all Iraqis. 

We agree that all efforts should be 
concentrated on lifting the sanctions 
against Iraq as a top priority. Inching 
towards true democracy, though, could 
only help that cause — not undermine it. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A writer in A1 Ra’i daily Sunday attacked a report by 
Rolf Ekeus, the United Nations special envoy oversee- 
ing the dismantling of Iraqi weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, in which he recommends that sanctions remain 
imposed on Iraq for fear of its future ability to produce 
nuclear and chemical weapons. Tareq Masarweh said 
that because of the report, Iraq would not be permitted 
to sell oil, even though its people are suffering from a 
lack of funds for food and medicine. Hie maintenance 
of sanctions is inhibiting Iraq’s ability to develop 
industrially, culturally and socially and is forcing the 
Iraqis to concede to American terms, added the writer. 
This act of genocide, wrote Mr. Masarweh, is the 
objective of the United States, which is employing the 
U.N. and its envoy to execute Washington's orders and 
exterminate millio ns of Iraqi citizens. Condemning the 
U.N. Security Council’s policy on Iraq, the writer said 
that the Council was acting as an accessory to a crime 
committed against the Arab people . 

By announcing that national unity was one of Jordan’s 
primary priorities and by stressing that refugee rights 
: would be safeguarded. King Hussein ended rumours in 
i the press concerning the future of refiigee-camp resi- 
dents, said A1 Dustonr daily Sunday. The paper said 
that King Hussein’s emphasis on national unity, no 
matter the origin of a Jordanian citizen, bad reassured 
tens of thousands of camp inhabitants. Rumours of 
eviction had spread following a court ruling that 
restored ' its owners the land where A1 Hussein camp 
is estate ned, said the daily. The King's instructions to 
the government to solve the problem practically, has 
set every one’s mind at rest, the paper added. 








By Waked M . Sadi 


What the future may hold for the West Bank 


CALL ME a pessimist, but the more I think about it, the 
more I am convinced that come the third and final stage of 
negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), the whole peace process between tbe 
two sides will crumble like a bouse of cards. It is not only 
that the Israel body politic was evenly and dangerously 
divided over the limi ted and modest Oslo n accord that 
has convinced me, but tbe tide of Israeli public opinion for 
peaceful accommodation with tbe Palestinians on the basis 
of Oslo I is fast eroding and turning hostile. The stature of 
Israeli Foreign Minister S him on Peres, the architect of the 
Oslo 1 and all the subsequent agreements struck on its 
basis, is weakening to the extent that he may not be able to 
deliver much when the final stage of peace talks arrives. 
What Israel conceded to the PNA thus far is peanuts com- 
pared to what the Palestinians expected from them in the 
preceding years. 

And when the day of reckoning arrives, the Israelis may 
find themselves unwilling or unable to deliver effective 
control to the PNA over much of the West Bank. Not to 
mention the thorny subject of Jerusalem, where tbe Israelis 
are united in not giving up sovereignty rights over East 
Jerusalem to the Arab. But by the time Israel and the PNA 
discover that what they have started cannot be completed, 
Israel would have concluded peace accords with all the 
Arab states including Syria and Lebanon, leaving tbe 
Palestinians alone, stranded and isolated. By then, the 
Palestinians will have no claim on the Arab countries, 
since it is they who separated from Arab ranks in the first 
place by secretly negotiating a separate agreement with 


the Rabin government in 1993 in the Norwegian capital, 

Oslo. . „ 

Can the Palestinians then pick up the pieces and start all 
over again salvaging what could be saved? I think the 
PNA would do itself greater justice if it levels with the 
Palestinian people and tells them that the creation of an 
independent Palestinian state is not really on the cards, just 
as Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin has repeatedly reassured 
his people. The Labour-led government in Israel is aiming 
for the creation of Palestinian entities within tbe West 
Bank that are not necessarily connected even geographi- 
cally. Rabin aims to keep the West Bank under effective 
Israeli control. This explains why the Israeli Peace Now 
movement has recently accused tbe Labour government of 
actually implementing on the ground what the Likud Party 
has advocated for decades. The current building and hous- 
ing campaign in the Palestinian territories attests to the 
fact tha t there may be no real difference between Likud 
and Labour when it comes to the final Israeli vision of the 
West Bank. 

We need to keep in mind that the territory of former 
Palestine is so tiny to national demands of both sides, and 
especially the ambitions of Israeli military strategists. It 
was reported and confirmed that the late Israeli Defence 
Minister Moshe Dayan once called on his generals in the 
wake of the 1967 Arab- Israeli war to propose lines of 
demarcation to which Israeli troops may “safely” with- 
draw within the West Bank. The reply of the Israeli mili- 
tary then was that there were no such safe boundaries to 
which the Israeli army can withdraw. This, and other relat- 


'd confirmed reports, would explain Jordan > 
strike an equitable deal with Israel on the basis of U^N, 
Security Council resolution 242 for more than two 
decades of Israeli occupation. 

If Israel, therefore, is unwilling to relinquish LftanH- 
control to the Palestinians over much of the West ts awe. 
[hen the two sides would eventually tace a new situation 
that could re-impose the creation of a de facto ^national 
state in the whole of Palestine. This is admittedly anathe- 
ma to Rabin and like-minded Israelis who have decided to 
separate Israel from the Palestinians altogether, bull, it the 
majority of the Israelis would prefer to separate from the 
Palestinians, how can they reconcile this objective win 
their insistence on maintaining a firm grip over what they 
still call Judea and Samaria? Unless of course Israel has a 
long-term solution to the presence of millions of Arabs in 
these areas that we have not considered yet! 

Frankly, I do not see the Israelis yielding on strategic 
control over the West Bank whether Israel is governed by 
Labour or Likud- One bas to be naive to think otherwise. 
Most probably, though, what could emerge at the end of 
the day — on tbe basis of established evidence — is a for- 
mula under which the PNA would enjoy a semblance of 
control over most of the West Bank but remain a vassal of 
sorts of Israel until the day arrives in the future when a 
new generation of Israelis and Palestinians can strike a 
new deal for coexistence within a framework of a con- 
federation along the lines of the Canadian confederation. 


U.S. conspiracy trial: All found guilty 


By Jane Hunter 

AFTER SEVEN days of deliberations, a 
federal jury in New York convicted Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman and nine co-defen- 
dants of conspiring to wage a terrorist war 
against the United States. Stunned defence 
attorneys, who said they would appeal 
against the verdicts, bitterly denounced the 
government for using fear to manipulate the 
jury and expressed disappointment that the 
jurors had succumbed to anti-Muslim 
stereotyping. 

Among the 25 guilty counts, which the 
jury delivered in the early afternoon of 
October 1, were findings that the Egyptian 
cleric plotted to murder President Mubarak 
of Egypt and that Egyptian-bom Sayyid 
Nosair murdered the Israeli right-wing 
extremist Meir Kahane in 1990. All 10 
defendants were found guilty of the rarely 
used 19tb century charge of seditious con- 
spiracy. The government claimed the 
Kahane murder was the first act in that con- 
spiracy, which also included tbe 1993 
bombing of the World Trade Centre and 
plans to bomb buildings and tunnels. 

Brushing aside the defence’s claim that 
the bombing plots were manufactured and 
organised by FBI informant Emad Salem, 
the jurors embraced tbe government's theo- 
ry on all but two counts. They acquitted 
Nosair and his cousin Ibrahim Elgabrowny 
of a direct role in the bomb plots. 

*They convicted everyone of everything,” 
said Abdeen Jabara, one of the attorneys for 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman. “If our client had 
been acquitted on some counts, it would 
have shown that they’d really studied the 
evidence. ‘The defence attorneys “totally 
misread tbe jury,” Jabara told MEI after the 
announcement of the verdicts. The attor- 
neys had hoped that tbe jury would be scep- 
tical of the government’s evidence, but 


instead they “came in with all the prejudices 
they had from the media,” Jabara said. “We 
just didn’t expect them to come back this 
quickly.” 

In a statement after the verdict. U.S. 
Attorney Mary Jo White said the convic- 
tions were for criminal acts and had nothing 
to do with religion or ethnicity. Jabara said 
one of the issues to be raised on appeal will 
be the judge’s refusal to ask potential jurors 
about their atti- 
tudes towards 
Arabs and 
Muslims. 

Speaking to 
reporters out- 
side the coun- 
house, attorney 
John Jacobs 

charged that the 
government had 
put tbe jurors 
“in fear for 
themselves. 

Their attitude 
was, ‘we’re 

never going to let these people go home 
again.’” Reporters noted the unprecedent- 
edly high level of security in the court that 
continued even after the trial stopped draw- 
ing spectators, and also that the jurors were 
quickly escorted away in a van. Almost 
immediately, authorities issued a highly 
publicised security alert for airports and 
U.S. installations abroad. News organisa- 
tions quoted anonymous government 
sources both hinting that retaliatory attacks 
were anticipated and admitting that no spe- 
cific threats bad been received. 

Defence attorneys said the government 
raised the jurors’ fears with its focus on the 
World Trade Centre bombing, which was 
included in the conspiracy allegations even 
though none of tbe defendants had any 


involvement beyond travelling in the same 
circles as the four men convicted of the 
attack last year. During the nine-month trial, 
the government spent three and a half 
weeks presenting “twisted metal and wit- 
nesses that were blown across the room, and 
all this at the time of the Oklahoma City 
bombing,” noted Jabara. The prosecution’s 
message, he said was clear “We must not 
allow them to bring fear into our streets.” 

The sheikh 
faces a life sen- 
tence. as does 
Nosair. The 
other eight 
defendants face 
maximum sen- 
tences of 20 
years on the 
seditious con- 
spiracy counts, 
plus terms of 
between five 
and 10 years 
for each of the 
other charges 
on which they were convicted. Following 
the verdict, U.S. District Court Judge 
Michael Mukasey said be would sentence 
the men in late January. 

It remains to be seen whether Mukasey 
will impose the maximum sentences against 
all of the defendants. One, Puerto Rican 
Victor Alvarez, is mildly retarded. The 
involvement of Cement Hampton, an 
American, and Fans Khalafallah, a native 
of Sudan, was limited to seeking bomb 
components. Mohammad Salih also played 
a minor role. Three Sudanese immigrants, 
cousins Amir and Fadil Abdul Ghani and 
Tariq AJ Hassan, were arrested as they, 
along with Alvarez, mixed bomb ingredi- 
ents. Tbe jury did not accept their explana- 
tion that they didn’t know they were mak- 


ing explosives for use on U.S. targets. 


Grounds for appeal 

In addition to Mukasey’s handling of jury 
selection, the defendants’ appeals, which 
will be filed after sentences are announced, 
will focus on the failure of the judge and the 
prosecutors to tell defence attorneys that, 
during opening statements, they were nego- 
tiating with the man they accused of being 
the ringleader of the conspiracy, Siddiq Ali. 
He was therefore privy to defence strategy 
when he subsequently agreed to a plea-bar- 
gain with the government; he did not testify, 
at the trial. 

The appeals will alsoxaise the issue of the 
prosecution's use of tape recordings made 
by FBI informant Emad Salem. Some of the 
20 FBI agents cailejtiby the defence testi- 
fied that, although the bureau paid Salem 
over $1 million for his work on the case, 
agents Med to supervise his taping. Tbe 
defence contends that Salem discarded 
exculpatory statements. Another appeal 
issue, according to Jabgra, will be 
Mukasey’s refusal to allow testimony by 
Islamic experts. 

Yet another appeal issue may be the gov- 
ernment’s -use of Abdul Rahman’s sermons 
to support its contention that his preachings 
were a coded call to a “jihad of urban ter- 
rorism.” Constitutional scholars have fret- 
ted over the implications of this limitation 
on the right of free speech. Abdul Rahman’s 
principal lawyer, Lynne Stewart, related 
that, as the verdicts were read, the blind 
cleric tried to comfort her. He said: “Don’t 
cry. I’m not the first person to go to jail for 
his beliefs and I won’t be the last. There are 
always pitfalls when you choose this road.” 


Middle East International 


Sheikh to lawyer: 

“ Don’t cry. I’m not the 
first person to go to jail 
for his beliefs and I 
won ’t be the last. ” 


By Maurice Saatchi 

IN THE spirit of the times, I 
would like to start with 
some nudity. Not because I 
have a missed vocation as 
editor of a tabloid newspa- 
per. But because nudity is 
highly relevant to my theme 
— tbe democracy of infor- 
mation. 

Demo- icy, of course, 
traces its heritage back to 
ancient Greece. The word 
itself can be roughly trans- 
lated as rule by the people. 
A less well-known item 
from the Greek lexicon is 
the word alaiheia. It means 
truth. But the Greeks often 
translated the word “truth” 
as “the un-hidden”. Or “the 
uncovered”. Hence the long 
artistic tradition of repre- 
senting troth as nude. 
Centuries ago, for the 
Greeks, the truth was “that 
which does not hide". 

So if the Athenians were 
among us today, they would 
be delighted to discover 
that, over tbe years, there 
has been a huge increase in 
tbe amount of information 
that is un-hidden. The jour- 
ney began in the days when 
information was in the 
hands of the few. There was 
no news, because nearly 
everything was hidden. And 
then news was invented: 
information which some- 
one, somewhere, wanted to 
remain hidden. So to know 
the truth, we had to know 
tbe news. 

From this need to know, it 
was only a short distance to 


Nothing left to hide 


where we are today. The 
right to know. Seen from the 
classical perspective, this is 
nothing more than the right 
to be told tbe truth. Full 
information. Uncovered, 
ynhiddea In effect we 
have given birth to a new 
form of democracy — a 
democracy of information. 
Its parents, troth and curios- 
ity. Its midwife, the media. 
So now nothing is •hidden. 
Now we know everything. 

We know how much the 
queen earns. 

We know tbe pension of 
the chairman of I CL 

We know the marital con- 
dition of our political lead- 
ers. 

And the sexual condition 
of our movie stars. 

We know which schools 
produce the best A levels. 

Which hospital has the 
best record in hips replace- 
ments. 

How much tar and nico- 
tine there is in a cigarette. 

And tbe precise ingredi- 
ents of a packet of corn- 
flakes. 

Today, for good or ill, 
society’s cosy status quo is 
being challenged dramati- 
cally; not by Rupert 
Murdoch or CDROMs or 
the Internet — but by 
something far more threat- 
ening. An audience with a 
democratic right to full 
information. 


But is this a birth to cele- 
brate or regret? Is it a good 
thing to live in a democracy 
of information? Frankly, it 
is not as clear as some peo- 
ple think. In particular, there 
are two dangers in the 
democracy of information 
that I would like to warn 
against: a threat posed by it 
and a threat posed to it 

We should recognise that 
this flood of uncontrolled 
information has wider 
effects. It can shatter com- 
forting illusions. It is dis- 
concerting to discover that 
our monarchs are interested 
in their image. That our 
politicians are interested in 
their sexuality. And that our 
bosses are interested in their 
pay. Our streets are filled 
with rivers of blood from 
this daily slaughter of 
sacred cows. But tbe aston- 
ishment created by this 
stream of shocking revelar 
tions quickly turns to world- 
weary resignation. Who can 
deny that this affects the 
way people see life in gen- 
eral? 

We hear a lot about the 
decline of deference, the 
death of institutions, the rise 
of apathy, the triumph of 
cynicism. But is it surpris- 
ing that people lose respect 
for great institutions and 
public figures when they are 
constantly being exposed as 
corrupt, incompetent, or just 


simply human? 

Since the World War II, 
almost every British prime 
minister and American pres- 
ident bas achieved a lower 
“low” rating from the public 
than any predecessor: It’s a 
straight line down. This new 
democracy of information is 
the main cause of this disaf- 
fection and of the record 
low levels of esteem in 
which our famili ar institu- 
tions are held. They have 
not got worse; we simply 
know more about them now. 

This is largely a good 
thing. But not always. In 
politics, democracy is cor- 
rupted when it turns into the 
tyranny of the majority — 
the “elected dictatorship” of 
Lord Hailsham’s celebrated 
warning. Equally, the 
democracy of information is 
corrupted by the tyranny of 
revelation. Ultimately, the 
only people who can stop 
this are our editors and our 
regulators. They should use 
their power wisely. A lot 
depends on it. 

You would think that the 
better informed the audi- 
ence, tbe less the need for 
government regulation. But, 
on the contrary, it appears 
that some people in authori- 
ty do not trust us with all 
this information. For exam- 
ple, proposals now circulat- 
ing in the European 
Commission represent a 


huge extension to govern- 
ment regulation of what we 
are allowed to see and hear. 
Astonishingly, it is -pro- 
posed that a whole range of 
products which can be 
freely sold cannot be freely 
described to tbe public. 

Instead of providing more 
information to people, the 
commission wants to cover 
up what is currently avail- 
able. So there are threats to 
the advertising of toys, 
sweets, snacks, soft drinks, 
tobacco, slimming foods, 
alcohol, betting, pharma- 
ceuticals — because some- 
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dictatorship of suppression. 
In its threat to our funda- 
mental right of free speech 
it resembles the arguments 
of those who launched the 
fatwah against Salman 
Rushdie. 

This is an “adwah” against 
our right to free expression 
through advertising. I hope 
everyone who believes in 
free expression will resist 
these proposals — as the 
Canadian supreme court 
recently did by ruling that 
bans on tobacco advertising 
are infringements of free 
speech. 

So while the democracy of 
information is enormously 
welcome, we should con- 
stantly be vigilant against 
the threat posed by it — tbe 
tyranny of revelation; nnri 
the threat to it — the di cta - 
torship of suppression. The 
temptation in such situa- 
tions is to try to find a bal- 
ance. A balance between 
truth and curiosity. But the 
problem in seeking balance 
is that you can' end up 
tailing between two stools. 

Of course, the negative 
consequences of all the 
information that we have 
toay tempt us to protect, to 
control. To hide and cover 
up. To try to go back to 
where we were before. But 
consider this: the altema- 
uyes to this new democracy 
S! ,n fornutiou are worse, 
the truth hurts. But igno- 
re* kills. 


The Guardian 
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This woman’s child was taken from her womb so that an American 
couple could have him. Jan Rocha of The Guardian reports 

Babies for sale 


LUZ MIRANDA, 17 years 
old and aearly eight months 
pregnant, thought she was 
going for a pre-natal exami- 
nation arranged by the 
'woman she worked for as a 
maid, bat then the nurses tied 
her down. When she strug- 
gled, they hit her. 

'7 cried for help and told 
them to stop but they just car- 
ried on. I told them I didn't 
want them to take my baby, 
then I felt the excruciating 
pain of the knife going in.” 

With only a local anaes- 
thetic, in non-sterile sur- 
roundings, she had a caesare- 
an section. Once the baby 
had been removed, Luz was 
abandoned in the back room 
of a clandestine nursery, in 
Asuncion, Paraguay. She was 
found because of a providen- 
tial raid by judge Patricia 
Balsco, who has been inves- 
tigating the illegal baby 
trade. But her wounds had 
become infected. Doctors 
had to give her massive 
blood transfusions to save 
her and she is scarred for life. 

In August, thanks to 
BBC2’s Assignment pro- 
gramme, which went to 
Paraguay to investigate the 
baby trade, she was finally 
reunited with her daughter, 
prematurely tom from her 
because an adoption lawyer 
urgently needed a baby for 
prospective patents arriving 
from abroad. 

Dionisia Gonzalez is a 
married woman with five 
children. Her husband’s 
wages as a building labourer 
are very low: the family lives 
in a one-room shack on the 
outskirts of Asuncion. One 
day a woman appeared at her 
door saying she was the 
boss's wife and that 
Dionisia’s husband had suf- 
fered a terrible accident and 
been taken to hospital. She 
said she would take Dionisia 
these, and told her to bring 
her 1 0-month-old baby, , 
Rodrigo. ■ • • 

At the hospital she offered 
to hold him while Dionisia, 
distraught, rushed in to look 
for ber injured husband. He 
was not there and when she 
came out the woman and 
Rodrigo had disappeared. 
Dionisia hunted for him, 
walking the streets because 
she had no money for trans- 
port, appealing on a radio 
programme where she read 
out a letter to him: “Are you 
all right, Rodrigo, are you 
thirsty, hungry, are you cry- 


ing, are yon upset because 
we aren’t with you?” 

Her agony lasted two 
months until the same judge, 
who later found Luz, organ- 
ised a raid on a clandestine 
guardaria (nursery) and 
found 29 babies and small 
children packed into cots in 
small dark rooms, waiting to 
be adopted. As soon as new 
parents were found they 
would be transferred — by 
then better-fed and dressed in 
new clothes - to a shiny new 
nursery. 

Rodrigo was so thin and 
pale that Dionisia was only 
sure it was her son when she 
recognised his birthmarks; he 
was also covered in severe 
nappy rash. Another baby 
was so sick that he died in 
hospital. Rodrigo went back 
to the one-room shack. Now 
he is three years old, but still 
scared of strangers. Dionisia 
cries when she remembers' 
those days. 

Every year hundreds of 
childless couples arrive in 
Paraguay to adopt a baby, 90 
per cent from the U.S., the 
rest from the U.IC, Europe 
and Israel. They come in 
ignorance of the misery 
behind Paraguay's booming 
adoption trade. They believe 
they are involved in a legal 
process. They have paid up 
to £15.000 to an adoption 
agency, had a home study 
done, been interviewed by 
social workers. Many have 
made 'financial sacrifices to 
pay the costs. One couple 
mortgaged their home and 
sold their car. 

While they wait in 
Asuncion for the paperwork 
to go through, which can take 
months, couples can have 
their baby staying with them, 
often in the city’s most com- 
fortable hotels. At die Gran 
Hotel del Paraguay, once foe 
favourite haunt of travellers 
and writers, waiters manoeu- 
,jvre round high chairs as they 
serve dinner, while foe 
squawk of parrots in foe gar- 
dens is almost drowned by 
baby cries. 

Paraguay has no official 
adoption agency. Instead, a 
couple may be in the hands 
of a lawyer who arranges 
court hearings, translators, 
baby-sitters, hotels — and 
the baby. In some of the 
guardarias each cot has foe 
lawyer’s name on it 

The demand caused by 
falling fertility in industri- 
alised countries has trans- 


formed what was once a 
humanitarian act — finding 
new parents for an unwanted 
or orphaned child — into a 
trade dominated by a small 
group of unscrupulous 
lawyers. Paraguay, a 
Catholic country with strong 
family values, has very few 
orphaned or unwanted chil- 
dren. but it does have thou- 
sands of poor; often illiterate, 
women, whose babies can be 
bought taken by deceit or 
even stolen. 

Only 30 per cent of babies 
from such countries are 
given up voluntarily, believes 
Dr. Ruben Riquelme, head of 
the Judicial Investigation 
Centre attached to foe impos- 
ing law courts, but actually 
situated in a few rooms in a 
hospital morgue. (It is also a 
career dead-rad). 

At Interpol's request foe 
centre is now investigating a 
baby-smuggling ring, dis- 
covered when Belgian police 
intercepted a Paraguayan 
couple at Brussels airport 
They were about to hand 
over a newborn baby to an 
Israeli couple, and they con- 
fessed to taking another five 
babies into Europe in the pre- 
vious six months. 

. The centre raided the 
Asuncion home of one of the 
ring-leaders and found more 
than 100 photos of babies 
and children and a pile of 
blank birth certificates, evi- 
dence which has mysterious- 
ly disappeared inside the 
labyrinth of the palace of jus- 
tice. 

Fraudulent birth certifi- 
cates and false “mothers” 
who swear they are voluntar- 
ily giving up their babies are 
used by foe traders. In 1990, 
an English family came to 
Paraguay and adopted a two- 
year-old girl. Before they 
left she became ill, so the 
lawyer found another child to 
take her place, using the 
identity papers of the first 
child. After a year in England 
the adoptive parents rejected 
her, and she was taken into 
care by foe local authority. 
Now she has .been adopted 
by another En glish family. 

American couples com- 
plete the adoption process in 
Paraguay, and foe child 
leaves as a U.S. citizen. U.K. 
couples have to complete the 
adoption process in England, 
taking the baby out of 
Paraguay with the mother’s 
permission and a travel per- 
mit from the National 
Department for the 
Protection of Children, many 
of which have been falsified. 
British couples in Paraguay 
and in the UJC refused to be 


filmed. Some threatened 
injunctions to stop the pro- 
gramme being shown. 

Several of foe most notori- 
ous adoption lawyers have 
been charged with baby- 
stealing and child-traffick- 
ing. One spent five months 
on remand in prison in 1993. 
but none of the cases has 
come to trial because of 
missing evidence and reluc- 
tant witnesses. The adoption 
lawyers started a vicious 
campaign to discredit foe 
judge who tried to stop foe 
trade by raiding clandestine 
nurseries; she had to abandon 
the raids. 

Victor Llano and Sonia 
Tellechea, the two judges 
who between them authorise 
most of the .international 
adoptions, (as many as 16 in 
one day), were accused by 
foe American Association of 
Jurists of being “compla- 
cent" with foe fraudulent 
and illegal aspects of many 
adoptions and of ignoring the 
constitutional rights of chil- 
dren. Judge Llano’s answer 
to all criticisms is that adop- 
tion is better than abortion. 

The lawyers who specialise 
in adoption have found them- 
selves an easy way to make 
money, takin g advantage of 
foreigners’ desperation for a 
baby and of poor women's 
vulnerability in a country 
where social inequality is 
huge (and where nearly 40 
years of violent repression 
under dictator General 
Alfredo Stroessner has left a 
legacy of submission). The 
lawyers’ defence is that they 
are finding good homes for 
foe babies bred by ignorant 
girls. 

The growing demand has 
boosted international adop- 
tions in Paraguay from a few 
10 years ago, when each cost 
only $200-5300, to more 
than 600 cases a year now. 
Besides foe formal adop- 
tions. an unkno wn number of 
babies are smuggled abroad. 
Childless Paraguayan cou- 
ples say they cannot compete 
with the prices paid by over- 
seas couples. 

Last • month, • the 
Paraguayan Congress, under 
pressure from human rights 
campaigners, voted to sus- 
pend international adoptions 
for one year while safeguards 
are introduced. The lawyers 
lobbied hard against suspen- 
sion, but they were also pre- 
pared for it In the days 
before it became law they 
filed scores of new adoption 
applications, enough to keep 
them busy for months. Now 
it is just a question of finding 
the babies. 


Luz Miranda shows the caesarean scar. She thouhgt she was in for a routine check 
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Israel agrees to early pullout 

(Continued from page I) Authority's (PNA) preven- 


oners. 

Mr. Arafat said there had 
been a “promise” from Mr. 
Peres and Prime Minister. 
Yitzhak Rabin to solve the 
prisoner issue “as quickly as 
possible." 

Israel began a symbolic 
withdrawal on the West Bank 
last week when it handed 
over four villages to Palesti- 
nian control after 28 years of 
occupation. 

It also freed 900 of the 

X prisoners in its jails. 

ident Ezere Weizman. 
however, has blocked the re- 
tease of five women prisoners 
who have “blood on theiT 
hands" white another 20 have 
remained in prison in a show 
of solidarity- 

Mr. Peres, however, called 
on the 20 women to use their 
right to go free, saying their 
protest served no purpose. 
“Why should they wait.” he 
added. 

The Israeli foreign minis- 
ter, asked if he objected to 
Mr. Arafat’s attempts to per- 
suade the militant group 
Hamas to take part in the 
elections in return for a re- 
conciliation of violence, said 
't was not Israel’s problem 
but an issue for the PLO. 

Earlier Sunday, members 
°f the Palestinian National 


Bomb kills 

(Continued from page 1) 

bombing campaign against 
South Lebanon similar to the 
•W2 campaign that led to a 
in the fighting. 

“If the Lebanese people in 
South Lebanon must leave 
“teir homes because of Israeli 
military pressure, this will 
affect the Hizboilah. Israel, 
reasons beyond me, is not 
“oiog it,” said Mr. Levran, a 
^rve brigadier. 

He said Israel should also 


rive security service reopened 
five offices in villages near 
Jenin, defying Israeli orders 
they remain shut. Palesti- 
nians said. 

“The office is open. We’ll 
go on opening these offices in 
preparation to receive our 
national authority and we will 
not respond to the Israeli 
military," Mohammad Kaba- 
ha, an official at the office in 
Yabad village, told Reuters. 

Kadoura Mousa, Mr. Ara- 
fat's representative in the 
north of the West Bank, said: 
“These offices all will remain 
open.” 

The Israeli army closed the. 
offices on Saturday, saying 
they were opened illegally in 
areas under Israeli control. 

Israel confined Palestinian 
security chief Jibril Rajoub to 
self-ruled Jericho on Satur- 
day for opening rhe five 
offices. Israeli security 
sources said. 

Three members of Colonel 
Rajoub's force detained by 
Israel at the offices on Satur- 
day were freed on Sunday. 
Palestinians said. 

On Friday, Palestinians 
said the Israeli army closed 
down PNA offices and halted 
renovation work at an Arab- 
owned building located near 
Jewish settler enclaves in 
Hebron. 


6 Israelis 

condition peace talks with 
Syria on an end to the 
attacks. 

Moshe Maoz, director of 
the Truman Centre for the 
Advancement of Peace at the . 
Hebrew University, agreed 
Syria is using the Hizboilah as 
“part of the negotiations.” 

But he said that in the 
event of a peace deal, Hizboi- 
lah would likely defy any 
Syrian effort to disarm it and 
would likely then confront 
Syria as an occupier as well. | 


Saddam wins 100% vote 


(Continued from page 1) 

but a media show. 

Everywhere with banners 
pledging allegiance to Presi- 
dent Saddam. 

The most popular is “Yes, 
yes to Saddam Hussein.” 

For days the state-run tele- 
vision and radio stations ran 
nothing but songs in support 
of President Saddam. 

Many seemed to believe 
that it is just another ploy by 
the regime to show the world 
that the current political 
situation has not changed 
especially since the defection 
of President Saddam's son-in- 
law, Hussein Kamel to Jor- 
dan in August. It also aimed 
at sending a message to the 
opposition within and outside 
Iraq that the regime is as 
strong as ever. 

President Saddam spent 
the day relaxing in the com- 


pany of Russian ultrana- 
tionalist leader Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky and discussing 
the state of the world. 

“He was in a good mood, 
much more relaxed than I 
have seen him before, and 
less confrontational and 
aggressive," Mr. Zhirinovsky 
told reporters early Sunday. 

“We ate fish, a beautiful 
fish, a presidential fish. We 
drank teer... and we talked 
for five hours. I for four 
hours and he for one,” said 
the Russian politician. 

President Saddam talked 
about the referendum, demo- 
cracy and bis troubled rela- 
tionship with the United 
States. 

“Saddam said he would 
like to develop democracy 
because Iraq can't be an is- 
land in the middle of a large 
world. 


Bosnia fighting slows down 


(Continued from page 1) 

mine that served as a Serb 
detention centre in 1992. but 
most are in the open. 

Aid agencies have very few 
supplies in the nearby Serb 
stronghold of Banja Luka, 
where refugees have flooded 
in since early August, when 
neighbouring Croatia retook 
most of its Serb-held land and 
sent more than 100.000 Serbs 
fleeing into Bosnia. 

The Red Cross has handled 
an additional 130.000 re- 
fugees in northern Bosnia 
since mid-September, when 
government and Croat forces 
started taking large chunks of 
Serb-held land in Bosnia, Mr. 
Sparrow said. 

The disarray has helped 
nigger rifts among Serb lead- 
ers over the U.S.-led peace 
process. The current truce is 
supposed to last 60 days, 
ushering in peace talks in the ’ 
United States on Oct. 31 


which Washington hopes will 
lead to an international peace 
conference and the dispatch 
of up to 25.000 American 
a troops as part of a much 
‘ larger NATO-led force polic- 
ing peace. 

Bosnian-Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic insisted Sunday 
that Serbs would not recog- 
nize any change in front lines 
. since Sept. 8. It was agreed in 
Geneva on that date that 
Bosnia would formally re- 
main one state, divided into a 
Muslim-Croat entity on 51 
per cent of the territory, and 
a Serb republic on the re- 
maining 49 per cent. 

Mr, Karadzic spoke at a 
meeting of the self-styled 
Bosnian Serb assembly. 
Attempting to defuse popular 
anger at Serb losses, he 
promised to call to account 
commanders who had aban- 
doned their positions. 

The exact position on the 
ground was unclear, given 


“But when he has no re- 
ferendum the Americans say 
be has no democracy and 
when he does have a referen- 
dum the Americans say he 
has no democracy. He says 
‘what can I do?”' he said. 

“But there’s no negative 
feeling about the United 
States.... he has no feeling of 
revenge," he added. 

"We agreed that U.S. poli- 
cy has had a reverse result, 
that U.S. policy towards Iraq 
has had negative results.” he 
said. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky said the 
meeting took place at a pres-' 
idential palace in Baghdad 
which the Americans had 
never found and bombed. He 
declined to say if he was 
blindfolded on the way. 

The Russian is the best 
known of the many politi- 
cians Iraq has invited to 
Baghdad to 1 witness the re- 
ferendum. 


government refusal to allow 
U.N. monitors into territory 
taken by Muslim-led and 
Croat forces last week. 

But all three warring par- 
ties agreed late. Saturday to 
submit maps giving their 
positions, and promised to 
allow the United Nations free 
access soon. Sochacki said. 

As territory changes hands 
in the north, additional re- 
pons of atrocities are coming 
to light. 

Aid workers have reported 
up to 6.000 expulsions of 
Muslims and Croats from 
Serb-held territory in the past 
week. There have been re- 
ports of draft-age men sepa- 
rated from their families, 
summary executions, robbery 
and rape. 

Bosnai's war erupted in 
April 1992. when armed 
Serbs rebelled against Mus- 
lims and Croats after a vote 
to secede from Serh-led 
Yugoslavia. Some 200.00(1 
people are believed dead or 
missing. 


Mt. ..v-v.'v- 


i : ?•_ . -.v =. . 


\ZS ktoberfest is the 
. occasiouyou have all beei£$ 

. wahing-for. 
join us yoi^ will be 
.. transferred from 

1 t3ie 

.'Where there^v^foe-a^.v-^ 
endlessflow dFb^^and' *2 
lots of fun. ‘ 

■V ;• ''Dance away "the eveirog^ 
*\*vO~enjoy our seF^nonof 


g&Jl* 


Wi 


w ■ 




‘games aud^ 

•.'include & rehxrntfclSet ^ 
i. to Germany, offer ed by^; 
If Lufthansa. 

• Dressjfor the' : ' 

J ; occasion, because!&e^ 
will be watching 
fcfor the best Germiif 




t 




- sfraa 

& £ 


conomy 


rt - 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1995 


League chief: Israel cannot 
control Arab economy 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Israel mil never be able to 
control Arab economies, 
Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid said Saturday seek- 
ing to assuage fears of econo- 
mic integration with the Jew- 
ish state. 

He told the London-based 
Middle East Broadcasting 
Corporation (MBC) televi- 
sion that Israel was far super- 
ior to its Arab neighbours in 
technology and its per capita 
income as among the highest 
in the region. 

But “no matter how adv- 
anced it is, I cannot imagine 
Israel will be able to control 
the economy of Arab states,” 
Dr. Abdul Meguid told 
MBC. monitred here. 

■ “Israel is only four to five 
million people while Arabs 
are more than 200 million 
and we have massive re- 


sources and a large number 
of intellectuals,'' he said. 

Several Arab officials have 
warned against economic 
links with Israel following a 
breakthrough in the Middle 
East peace process. They 
argue Israel only wanted to 
control their economies and 
find a market for its products. 

Hundreds of officials and 
experts from Israel and Arab 
states are due to gather in 
Amman late this month along 
with delegates from other 
countries for their second 
Middle East economic con- 
ference alter a meeting in 
Casablanca last year. 

The talks would cover eco- 
nomic relations and joint pro- 
jects, including the proposed 
Middle East Development 
Bank and the Tourism Coun- 
cil. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid, an 


Egyptian, said he would 
attend the Amman confer- 
ence but stressed Israeli- 
Arab economic cooperation 
would not be possible with- 
out peace. 

“Politics and economy are 
faces of one coin. Economic 
cooperation will not succeed 
while there are outstanding 
political problems.” he said. 

But the head of the 22- 
member League said be be- 
lieved Arabs and Israel 
would eventually reach a 
comprehensive peace settle- 
ment. 


“There is no going back 
and peace has become inevit- 
able. There are some rational 
people in Israel who really 
want peace. They realise 
Israel, despite its military 
power, cannot guarantee 
security without peace,” he 
said. 


Arab Gulf states in major 
projects to tap gas wealth 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf hates are pumping 
billions of dollars in fresh 
projects to tap their enor- 
mous gas wealth to benefit 
from growing demand m Asia 
and new markets. 

The projects in the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) run parallel 
with expansions in the up- 
stream oil industry to in- 
crease production capacity 
and maintain sustainable 
capacities. 

Gas exploitation projects 
involve investments of more 
than S2S billion as they cover 
Liquefied Natural Gas 
(LNG) and petrochemicals. 

“Such projects will fum the 
GCC countries into major 
exporters of LNG and pet- 
rochemicals and offset weak 
oil prices," a Gulf oil execu- 
tive said. 


expansion projects to double 
the output capacity of its 
QAPCO complex in 500,000 
tonnes of ethylene and 

280.000 tonnes of 
polyethylene. 

Another company, Qatar 
Fertilizers, is increasing pro- 
duction by around 1,500 ton- 
nes of amm onia per day and 

2.000 tonnes of urea at a cost 
of $500 million. 


Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil power, has embarked 
on projects to set up new 
petrochemical plants and ex- 
pand existing complexes. 

The kingdom already 


accounts for nearly 75 per 
cent of the total GCC pro- 


duction of petrochemicals 
and fertilizeTS and the new 
projects would sharply boost 
that share. 

They cover the production 
of ethylene, propaline, and 
MTBE, a complex substance 
used in the production of 
unleaded petrol. 

Qatar, the first GCC coun- 
fry to establish petrochemical 
industries, is also engaged in 


Qatar also plans to set up 
another project to porduce 
more than 600,000 tonnes of 
methanol per year a cost of 
$450 million. 

Bahrain, a small oil pro- 
ducer, is considering building 
a urea plant with an output 
capacity of around 560.000 
tonnes per year. It will com- 
plement the existing ammo- 
nia plant, which produces 
around 425,000 tonnes per 
year. 

Kuwait is setting up one of 
the biggest petrochemical 
plants in the region, with a 
production capacity of 
around 650,000 tonnes of 
ethylene and 450,000 tonnes 
of polyethylene per year. 

The project, undertaken 
by the U.S. company Union 
Carbide, also includes a 
360,000-tonne-capadty glycol 
ethylene plant. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) does not have a pet- 
rochemical industry but is 
planning to build a complex 
to produce nearly 300,000 
tonnes of ethylene per year. 
The project is estimated to 
cost $1.5 billion. 


The UAE is already a ma- 
jor producer of fertilizers, 
most of which are exported in 
China. Production exceeds 
600,000 tonnes of ammonia 
and urea. 

Oman has also announced 
plans to set up a petrochemic- 
al complex at a cost of $600- 
$700 million to produce 
polyethylene. The sultanate 
is likewise considering estab- 
lishing fertilizer industries. 

In LNG, Qatar is about to 
launch one of the biggest 
projects in the world to tap 
its giant North Field. 

Industry sources said die 
project, involving several 
foreign partners, would pro- 
duce nearly 20 million tonnes 
of LNG per year and its cost 
was expected to exceed $12 
billion. 

Japan, Taiwan, South 
Korea, Turkey and other 
countries have already signed 
supply contracts. 

Oman also plans an LNG 


project to exploit its new gas 
s, Th< 


disoweries. The plant, to be 


completed by the year 2000, 
lilii 


will produce six million tonnes 
and officials have put costs at 
around S8 billion. 

GCC states have around 
460 billion barrels of crude oil 
and 19-5 trillion cubic metres 
(652 trillion cubic feet) of 
natural gas. They account for 
□early 45 per cent and 15 per 
cent of global reserves re- 
spectively. 

They already have 24 pet- 
rochemical plants and 35 fer- 
tilizers plants. 


THE Daily Crossword by James and Phyllis Banick 


ACROSS 
1 Energy type: 
abbr. 

5 Embrace 
10 Warrior of Greek 
myth 

14 City in Ohio 

15 Author Bret 

16 Hindu deified 
hero 

17 Entrance to a 
mine 

18 Great quantity 

19 Pesky bug 

20 Pestle's mate 
22 Puts out 

24 Pangolin meal 

26 — green 

27 Name anew 
30 Famous peak 

34 Artist’s studio 

35 Morning 
moisture 

36 Female 
kangaroo 

37 Bakery items 

38 Melody 

39 Dog tags, for 
short 

40 Vigoda 

43 The — Brief 
46 Kind of fishing 

48 Worshipful ones 

49 Tattered duds 

50 Fully open 

51 Kettle 

53 Bell tower 

57 Place in Asia 

58 Where 
Katmandu is 

61 Indian 

62 Chagall 

63 In a rage 

64 Vend 

65 Emie or Gomer 

66 Poker stakes 

67 Ooze 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Ancient land 

2 Italian resort 

3 Prince of the 
East 

4 Marsh plants 

5 Joyful chuckle 

6 Varnish 
ingredient 


7 100 square 
meters 

8 Dirty, in a way 

9 Thoughtful 

10 Disputant 

11 Eyre" 

12 Amo, — , amat 

1 3 Indian totem 
pole 

21 Opposer 

23 Did in 

25 Sunday talk: 
abbr. 

27 Overzealous 

28 Composition for 
piano 

29 Word in 
grammar 

31 Bring out 

32 Submarine 
device 

33 High schooi 
students 

38 Unflagging 

40 On the double: 
abbr. 

41 A flower 
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42 Oriental 

43 Handle rudely 

44 Comestible 
items 

45 Ore deposit 
47 Strut 

51 Waiter's item 

52 Nobleman 


54 Unfettered 
.55 Rouse to 
anger 

56 Animal cry 

57 Mischievous 
child 

59 Butter unit 

60 Devoured 


GCC official 
urges EU 
to drop 
planned 
carbon tax 


MUSCAT (R) — A prop- 
osed European Union (EU) 
energy tax would hit Arab 
Gulf economies and damage 
ties between the two trade 
groups, a senior Arab Gulf 
official said Sunday. 

“This will effect negatively 
trade relations between the 
two groups because it touches 
upon the most important eco- 
nomic source of the GCC 
countries." he said. 

The EU has been working 
to agree on a common policy 
that would impose a $10 a 
barrel tax on energy supplies 
over 10 years, ostensibly to 
limit the damage to the' en- 
vironment by burning hydro- 
carbons that has been linked 
to ozone depletion. 

“If the EU goes ahead with 
this proposal on carbon tax. 
that will widen the gap in the 
trade imbalance." Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Secretary-General Sheikh 
Fahim A1 Qassimi said in a 
statement reported by the 
Oman News Agency. 

Sheikh Fahim's remarks 
were published as EU and 
GCC private sector investors 
arrived in the Omani capital 
Muscat for ground-table talks 
scheduled to start Monday. 

The EU and the GCCs 
Saudi Arabia. Oman. Qatar. 
United Arab Emirates. 
Bahrain and Kuwait are 
trying to increase joint invest- 
ment and have been working 
since 1988 on finalising a free 
trade accord. ” K 


But progress on the accord 
has been hampered by the 
EU*s insistence on GCC uni- 
fying its trade tariffs while 
GCC states, who include the 
world's biggest oil exporters, 
are balking because of 
opposition to the proposed 
EU energy tax. which will 
hit their oil* earnings. 

“The current imbalance in 
trade between the two groups 
can only be corrected 
through increasing European 
investment in the GCC by 
exploiting the good invest- 
ment environment in the re- 
gion. as well as for the EU to 
retreat on their proposals to 
impose the carbon tax.** 
Sheikh Fahim said. 


Customs Department plans 
easier, fairer procedures 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Customs 
Department intends to imple- 
ment several new measures 
to ease procedures and en- 
sure fairness and justice while 
assessing customs duties on 
imports by setting up baseline 
data and' increased use of 
computer, the director of the 
department. Nazmi Abdul- 
lah. said Sunday. 

The new measures, ex- 
pected to be in place by July 
1. 1996. envisage the creation 
of a list of international prices 
for most products on the 
basis of which customs dudes 
will be levied. Mr. Abdullah 
told the Jordan Times. 

This means that in most 
cases the value of an im- 
ported product, for customs 
purposes, will be assessed at 
the international market 
prices rather than the in- 
voices and relevant docu- 
ments produced by the im- 
porter, Mr. Abdullah ex-' 
plained. 

The customs authorities 
detect hundreds of cases ev- 
ery year where the importer 
has purposely undervalued 
the cost of goods so as to 
bring down the customs 
duties, but more often than 
not the detections are based 
on logic rather than any set 
parameters. 

On the other hand, impor- 
ters who reflect the actual 
prices in their invoices also 
complain of overzealous 
efforts on the part of customs 



Nazmi A1 Abdullah 

officials to assess the prices 
higher. 

"Both complaints are ex- 
pected to be addressed by the 
new measure, said Mr. 
Abdullah. 

“Until now we do not have 
a base list of prices." he said. 
“We will set up a list and 
apply that list while assessing 
customs duties." 

The planned price list will 
draw from all sources of in- 
ternational market prices be- 
fore determining the actual 
value of the imported pro- 
duct for customs purposes, he 
said. 

Furthermore, the measure 
will also be linked with a 
“post-audit" system consis- 
tent with the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) — 
meaning that the parameters 
accepted by the WTO for 
determining whether any im- 
porter or exporter is under- 
valuing the cost of the 


import/export will be applic- 
able to the Jordanian system. 

Another measure that Jor- 
dan plans is a “self 
declaration" system and com- 
puterisation. This means, 
according to Mr. Abdullah, 
that an importer could actual- 
ly assess the actual customs 
duties due on imports with 
the help of computer, which 
will also verify the data pro- 
vided bv the’ importers to 
establish accuracy. 

Yet another move planned 
by the Customs Department 
is a revision of the employee 
incentive bonus system. ^ 

“Employee incentive" is 
an item in the actual customs 
declaration that accompanies 
any import into the country 
subject to customs duties. As 
the title suggests, the col- 
lected revenues are used to 
benefit employees of the de- 
partment. 

Furthermore. Customs De- 
partment employees are also 
entitled to a share of penal- 
ties and extra charges levied 
from an importer found to 
have undervalued the im- 
ports in the invoice. 

Sixty per cent of the penal- 
ties and extra charges will be 
sent to the state Treasury and 
the rest will be deposited in a 
cenrral fund that would be- 
nefit all employees. 

This. Mr. Abdullah ex- 
plained. helps ensure that 
customs inspectors do not 
score individual gains from 
overzealous efforts to assess 
the import value of goods at a 
higher than actual price. 


U.S. government nearing debt ceiling 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The federal government mil 
reach the limit of its borrow- 
ing authority of $4.9 trillion 
at the end of this month, the 
Clinton administration has 
said. 

Treasury Secretary Robert 
Robin, attending a confer- 
ence of business leaders in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, sakl 
the government “will hit the 
debt ceiling Oct. 31.’* 

A Treasury official who 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity said Mr. Rubin has not 
pinpointed the date before, 
saying instead that borrowing 
authority would be exhausted 
at the end of October. Others 


have said that the first real 
risk of a government default 
could occur Nov. 15 when the 
Treasury is due to make a $25 
billion interest payment on 
the debt. 

Republicans in Congress 
have vowed not to raise the 
debt ceiling until President 
Clinton agrees to their plans 
to trim federal spending and 
eliminate the deficit in seven 


years. Mr. Clinton has said 
he will not be “blackmailed” 
into agreeing to the GOP 
programme. 

Mr. Rubin has said it is 
irresponsible for Republicans 
to hold the debt ceiling hos- 
tage in the budget debate 
because even the risk of a 
government default on its 
debt could cause turmoil in 
financial markets. 





thought I accidentally deleted 
all 40 pages of your report. Luckily, 
I only deleted the vowels!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
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Unscramble these tow Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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NO MATTER WHAT 
THE WEATHER, 
SOME PO THIS. 


Now arrange the aided letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ALIAS HOBBY SNAPPY PERSON 
Answer The customers thought the terse barber 
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YOUR DOG IS SITTING ON 
THE BACK PORCH ..I THINK 
HE'5 WAITING FOR YOU.. 
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Bahrain 

promotes 

liring 

nationals 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahrain has decided to raise 
foreign labour fees in a bid to 
decrease local unemploy- 
ment, Labour Minister 
Abdul Nabi Abdallah A] 
Shola has said. 

The fee to renew a foreign 
work permit is 150 (finars 
($450) compared to 40 dinars 
($108) previously, be told a 
local newspaper. Al Ayam. 

The tax on recruiting an 
expatriate worker will double 
to 100 dinars (270) in 1996, 
he said, adding, however, 
that this hike excludes the 
hiring of a housemaid. 

Mr. Shola said the move 
aims at “containing the flow 
of foreign labour and giving 
job opportunities to the loc- 
al work force.” 

The minister last month 
said Bahrain’s unemploy- 
ment rate went down to 4.6 
per cent in August, from 13.8 , 
per cent at the end of 1993. 

Bahrain's population was 
set at 540.000 in 1993, includ- 
ing 200,000 foreigners. 

Bahraini opposition groups 
in exile say unemployment is 
one of the main reasons for 
the riots that broke out in 
December 1994. which left at 
least 12 people dead. The 
demonstrations cooled down 
in April. 

Bahrain, a small oil pro- 
ducer with 45.000 barrel-per- 
day output, saw its deficit 
double in 1994, to $340 mil- 
lion, from $172 million in 
1993. as oil revenues de- 
creased by 17.9 per cent, to 
$758 million. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MON- 
DAY, OCTOBER 16, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll Righter 
Astrological Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April . 

19) This is a good day to - 
know just what it is you want , 
out life and then to bend your.; 
efforts in such direction.; 
vigorously. 

.TAURUS: (April 20 to May ■ 

20) Contact those today who 
are most experienced in fields 
of interest to you gain their 
expertise and support for a ■ 
new project. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) This is a good day and 
evening to make as many 
worthwhile friends as you 
can. Drive wisely on the high- 
way and be courteous to, 
others. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Place your 
energies on outside affairs 
directed towards your success 
and you can make great prog- 
ress today. The evening is 
best spent at home with loved 
ones. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
You get many excellent ideas 
from various sources, so pick 
out the best and pm them in 
operation early. Avoid one 
who is jealous of you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Plan how to 
get ahead in practical matters 
today and gain the advice of 
one who is expert in business 
and provide you with the 
answers to pressing ques- 
tions. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Have a discus- 
sion with clever partners anctf^’ 
know what is best to do be 
more successful in your en- 
deavours. Dress carefully to- 
day with the attitude towards 
advancement. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be more enth- 
used about your career activi- 
ties and you can become 
more proficient at it. Get 
adverse conditions solved 
with the aid of fellow associ- 
ates. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 a ? ecemb «r 21) This is a 
good day to set „p appoint-’ 
ments for amusements with* 
friends. Come to an under- 
standing with the one you* 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 ' 

|? Jm . naT y 2 °) Give as much, 
thought as you can today to. 
family and home affairs and 
how best to improve them in . 
such a direction to give V ou 

peace of mind. ^ you ' 
AQUARIUS: ( J a n,, ary 21 ro‘ 

February 19) This is a fine* 
day for making as many con-> 
*“ as possible and aS: 
phsh a good deal of activitfec^ 
in the outside world. 

fJJCJK: (February 20 to* 
March 20) Get into piSfad 
affairatoday and add much ro 
your present abundance Th^ ' 
evening should be 
quietly at home. PCnt 
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vcnifii: r* ni.ikc J' tnai> SOURCES AT the 

iiithuhiU- tiK-mts j> »ft Ministry of Tourism and 
i ji i in\ i* « iss-K ••i' vhc hi® Antiquities have said that 23 
.iv .«:*.! K* » inutcous t development areas had been 
iIk-iv specified on the 60-kilometre 

SOON airnWFS: |J» Shore Of the Dead Sea but 
i l ii Iv Hav-e their development would be 

*■ '' 1 ... '.u.Kide ad® done in two stages. The first, 

. l lW „‘| s voui sk«* “til the year 2000, include 
X \\\; **** «■» beds for de- 

i.i Tin- owning e veloprag the Sweimeb area. 
>vs 1,1 , h vnihk'ir: Of the total number of beds, 

;.M s(v;s. n * goo w<)u ld be in hotels, 1,200 

n ' s ii: in housing units and another 

KO: iJnlv 22 so Aup®- i„2Qo in apartments. Accord- 
ou fid nun' cv.’dW 1 ing to the sources, the first 
mi\ v .tni’ii' *» ,,,KV> - ** stage will also include ther- 
,i the Iv-i ind P u! in 7 „„ apeutical facilities as the area 
, cr .,ti.»n i-.nl' is characterised by natural 

} lo ’ |S jr.il'*»-* > l ' u i i therapeuD'c resources. In this 
‘ muiiM 22 “ context, studies have set the 

,K , \ Vl.m ho* ff level of water at the Dead 

T, T n 'J '.“.v .uiii jI f naI “! Sea at 395 metres “below sea 
*i .iitv.ui l [f}l . .idnrt >' .level." TTie plans which have 
,il.iv .uut , n puiiP® 1 been adopted include basic 

K* " h> ■ i' i- i w1lh *f deigns for ten development 
? ,1 pr*»» i« *■’ sin? regions half of them in 

^" L ,s 1 Sweimeh and the other half 

*n s ■>; k 1 in Zara (A1 Dustour). 
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trb a DRAFT document of 
the proposed Middle East 
Development Bank sets the 
bank's capital at $5 billion 
divided into paid up shares 
and demand shares the value 
of which is to be determined 
at a later date. It will be 
obligatory on the funding 
members of the bank to pay 
the first instalment within, 
three months from the date 
of putting the bank's funding, 
agreement into effect. The 
remaining amount should be. 
paid after one year from the 
date of setting the first instal- 
ment. Tbe plan plan is to 
spread the payment of capital . 
mto five instalments at a rate 
of M per cent of tbe total 
subscription of each country. 
As to the administrative 
structure, the draft document 
sees an organisational chart 


.jiJiiii! " irh , mt o five instalments at a rate 

‘ c 22 of 20 per cent of the total 

' , , . vo\ : i subscription of each country. 

, v V! k' 1 ' 1 ’ to the administrative 

} * n '* v.m ° ,n J‘ ir > ^ Echini, the draft document 
* U i- ! hi’ nK '' iheiH 1 * ’ S ^ es 311 organisational chart 
n,l '‘ fl . o - a president, an advisory. 

" io ’ wundl representing the par- 

h ,S i mind ,, i,’ dci Pating country and a gov- 
^ - 1 1 iiiiiaO' ’ en,m ? coundi where all the 

H' ARl^; j ^ P°* ers Me concentrated, 

‘bn u n lU| , . s ni ;in> V °r y * ose countries commit- 
v lor ni.ih ,r JJ: ! *., n d - lCiy ni i to peace in the region and 
is J-* !— ^supporting bilateral and. 
,h ii**''! ' , r lil. , m °ltilateral negotiations' 

ilii* oui* , d‘' $ 1 , be allowed mem- 

the draft document 
^ , *ijl) uci ,n, » « fpiidj^ nc eds. The bank's loans and’ 
iSV “\.,v an 1 * -»d TI^ credits to be extended should 
a,l *rS*ni ^P 4 ' 1 ' “Ot exceed the capital of the 

“ should bank which will not engage in 

hi'i iu ’ e *Port credit guarantee 

|Cf K .n n ^ schemes (AI Aswaq). 


Jordan sees major foreign capital from Amman summit 


.cal V na C \\ r A IWS F* ' 
m ne mDk i of economic news 
i !\k Ip 0 ® ^ Arabic press 


Moody’s 
debt rating 
may invite 
more foreign 
investments 
to Jordan 


l,d B-,hr22n' liSI «>% ** JORDAN HAS re- 
it*m r-.r . in s Un *ini*k quested Moody’s, the re- 

nowned U.S. «edit rating 
n com ^ U- entit y* w give a rating to the 

Hahn * ' he rnd or Kingdom’s debts as a step 
-t ii sji 1 i n f « u -, rH1pulail °i> ui awards attracting foreign in- 

* ,lt "' feigners. governor of tbe Central Bank 

‘inMim opposiuonern*. revealed- It is expected that 
1 Vl ' c «y unemploiT^ the rating will be issued be- 
e <'l me mam reasons i! ^ ore opening of the Am-* 
>e nots i hat broke om , man Economic Summit on 
re ember l^SM. which let, - ^ ct * ^9. The governor also 

nst 12 people J revealed that negotiations' 
fmonst rations c«x>led fa. were underway with France 
i April. and Germany to reduce Jor- 

Bahrain, j >mall oi] dso’s debts of about $1 bil- 
wer with banekft bon to the two countries. The 

iv output, saw ns J? chief of the Central Bank, 
‘ubic m l‘N4. m S340 bj Mohammad Nabulsi, 
>n. from sr: million^ ^“ttooed against expecting 
w.V JS ,,,| revenue* 1 imme diate returns from the 
eased h\ ri)p. r peace process and stressed 
25X imliuMv Y 1,60 1 that the road was long and 

requiring strenuous work. He 
- — said he was not worried about ' 

HOROSCOPE closer economic ties with 
Israel because the aim was 
OK EC \ST FOR MOV not to achieve an economic 
MV. OCTOBER io. nwf merger. Dr. Nabuisi was not 

v v p . worried either if commercial 

... . ... . 7., ties with Iraq were broken 

J .is‘ - 7 ' n-Pyj because “Jordan had diversi- 

‘ J • v, ^ 3 - 3fl tied its export markets for 
. v, ■ . . some time." On the financial 

K 1 KS. ,M.*uh -1 io -^de, Dr. Nabulsi said Jordan 

' ‘ m !S , J ** ‘ ^was seeking to increase fore- 

iit'w t:s- : wii.ii it 1 * vou «ai ign exchange reserves from 

J lslc ■ l,,J ,h; ' n t > nd >°° $450 million to $600 million 

l.mls i” 'L\n Jireiuci b^fhe^nd of the year. He 5 

ct>ii'i:>b indicated that reserves have 

A| Rl'S- , Vpnl 20 w \b not reached that level biff: 
l| < i.’ii.K'l ih.« wd»w Japan and the 

r Bank have agreed to 

I earn <« P 10 ™* loaia . to * e 

,„.i . un ;,n to: B“P b f t »“ n «tof 's available 

; and the required target (Al 

... .i i ^ Aswaq). 


By Suleiman Al Khalidi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan said 
Sunday it expects this 
month's Middle East and 
North Africa summit, aided 
by liberalised investment 
laws, to spawn multi-million 
dollar joint ventures. 

“I think we will have the 
ability with the new invest- 
ment laws and better invest- 
ment climate to attract fore- 


ign investment and compete 
with all the neighbouring 
states, having put ourselves 
ahead of rhem in many 
areas," said Ali Abul 
Ragheb, minister of industry 
and trade. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb. said in 
an interview that even before 
tbe summit Jordan was 
attracting private foreign 
commitments in some of the 
27 major projects — to cost 
over $3.5 billion — and 136 


private sector projects to be 
submitted to the summit. 

More than 1.000 govern- 
ment leaders and business- 
men will attend the summit, a 
follow up to last year's 
Casablanca summit that for 
the first time brought 
together Arab and Israeli 
political and business leaders. 

The minister said other 
countries wanted investment 
but Jordan would offer a 
better climate as a regional 


hub with attractive returns. 

He said Jordan believed 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess was “shifting global fore- 
ign interest to the region with 
a more secure political future - 
that offered lucrative invest- 
ment opportunities for the 
first time.” 

More than half the prop- 
osed $3.5 billion in projects 
were in tourism and indust- 
rial plans, with the private 
sector investing for the first 


Disney expects 10-fold rise in Gulf sales 


DUBASf (R) — The Walt 
Disney Company expects 
sales of its products in the 
Gulf, where half the popula- 
tion is under 15, to grow 
tenfold to $500 million within 
the next 10 years, but piracy 
remains a problem, officials 
say. 

Disney consumer products 
Europe, Middle East and 
Africa President Pierre Siss- 
mann told Reuters that 
annual Disney sales in the 
region were currently worth 
between S40-S50 million. 

“If we apply the natural 


growth rate in mature mar- 
kets (to the Gulf) 10 years 
from now we should be at 
haif-a-billion dollars,” he 
said. 

Tbe Gulf is a young mar- 
ket, with about half the 
population of around 23 mil- 
lion under the age of IS, Mr. 
Sissmann said. Children's in- 
fluence on purchasing deci- 
sions was significant. 

Inadequate or now- 
existent copyright laws a few 
years ago meant Disney pro- 
ducts were not sold in the 
region before mid-1993. 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(October 10-October 13, 1995) 

AMMAN — The U.S. unit appreciated modestly against 
.other major currencies last week. It ended the week 0.33 
per cent’ higher against the mark, 0.57 per cent higher 
against sterling and 0.42 per cent higher against the yen. 

While New York was closed on an official holiday 
. Monday, the dollar declined against the mark Tuesday. Its 
; depreciation came on the back of weak performance of the 
U.S. stock market. Reports indicated that the Dow Jones 
industrial average lost 66 points during trading hours, only 
to reverse and end the day down by a mere five points. 
News that an earthquake hit the southern part of Mexico 
also weighed on the dollar, as dealers assessed its impact on 
the Mexican economy. 

The dollar appreciated against other major currencies 
Wednesday, however, on news that political turmoil in 
France had eased. Reports indicating that the French prime 
minister would not be convicted for a dubious lease of a 
housing unit owned by the city of Paris drove the French' 
franc higher against the Deutschemark. However, analysts 
suspected that such respite for the franc would prove 
temporary as France continues to suffer from an excessive 
budget deficit and costly entitlement programmes. They 
also stressed that the dollar might be negatively affected by 
the poor performance of the Mexican economy, especially 
if Mexico fails to service its debts, which are mostly owed to 
U.S. entities. 

The dollar depreciated against other major currencies 
Thursday. Reports indicated that trading was slow and 
attributed the dollar’s decline to technical factors. Mean- 
while. the market ignored comments by the president of 
the Bundesbank dial a strong dollar is beneficial to both 
the United States and the international economy. 

The U.S. unit rose against other major currencies at the 
end of the week, however. The dollar rose on the back of a 
U.S. bond market rally. The release of the U.S. consumer 
price index and retail sales showing a rise of 0.1 per cent 
and 0.3 per cent in September, respectively, reassured 
investors that the U.S. economy is witnessing a soft- 
landing. a scenario entailing low growth and weak infla- 
tionary pressures. Soon after the release of these figures, 
the yield on the 30-year U.S. Treasury bonds tumbled to a 
20-month low of 6.3 per cent. Rumours that the Bank of 
Japan might consider another cut in its discount rate, to a 
new all-time low of 0.25 per cent also lent support to the 
dollar. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.4265 marks, - 
100.97 yen and at $1.5740 to sterling. 
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when CTC consumer pro- 
ducts — a joint venture be- 
tween the Walt Disney Co 
and Saudi Arabia’s Jawa 
family — was set up. 

Although copyright laws 
had recently been intro- 
duced, pirated products still 
plagued Disney in tbe Middle 
Fast. 

“Copyright (violation) is 
still a problem. It is dimi- 
nishing, but it is still around,” 
CTC President Ahmad Jawa 
said. 

Sporting a flowing white 
robe, the traditional Arab 
Gulf dress, with Mickey 
Mouse embroidered on the 
breast pocket, Mr. Jawa said 
within the region the United 
Arab Emirates (UAEs’) en- 
forcement of copyright laws 
was the best. 

A number of successful 
raids on stores carrying ^ fake 
merchandise in the UAE bad 
been carried out. 

“In Saudi Arabia we are 
starting to get enforcement, 
but we are always looking for 
more. In Kuwait it started in 
-August, and Qatar and 
Bahrain should come on line 
soon, but there's no positive 


movement in Oman yet,” 
Mr. Jawa added. 

In Egypt, almost all Disney 
apparel was fake and within 
the region, Syria was a source 
of pirated goods, he added. 

Mr. Jawa said most Disney 
consumer products sold in 
the Middle East were im- 
ported from Europe, the Far 
East and the U.S. 

But CTC was trying to 
foster local manufacturing. 

“It would give the local 
cultural touch,” Mr. Siss- 
mann said, adding that trans- 
lating books, films, videos 
and magazines into Arabic 
was an important part of Dis- 
ney’s drive for market share 
in the region. 

Sales of the Arabic video 
of the blockbuster hit “The 
Lion King,” which was re- 
«ntly launched in the Middle 
East, were expected- 
to be very good, Mr. Jawa 
said. 

He would not give a sales 
forecast. 

Over 30 million copies of 
“The Lion King” video have 
been sold so far in the United 
States, making it the most 
popular video ever. 


time in infrastructure and uti- 
lities, including railways, wa- 
ter, energy and telecom- 
munications. 

An investment law passed 
last month widens the scope 
of foreign ownership and 
should also draw foreign 
capital into the Amman ex- 
change. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said pro- 
jects would be offered at the 
summit on a BOT (build, 
operate, transfer) and BOO 
(build, operate and own) 
basis, including a S405 mil- 
lion project to exploit water 
from the Disi aquifer on the 
border with Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb, who 
heads the national committee 


preparing for the summit, 
said there was “huge demand 
for foreign tourism invest- 
ments on the Aqaba coast 
and the Dead Sea.” 

He also said major ven- 
tures in the pipeline include a 
Jordanian-Israeli project to 
exploit Dead Sea minerals 
with the Arab Potash Com- 
pany, announced as a fait 
accompli by Israel last week. 
Jordan wants $142 million in 
foreign capital for a complex 
for bromine. 

He also said Jordan was 
working on a venture with 
Norway’s Norsk Hydro firm 
to set up a fertilizer plant 
with Jordan Phosphates 
Mines Company. 


Jordan plans to transform 
the Red Sea coast south of 
Aqaba into a major resort 
with tourist villages, golf and 
Disney-style amusement cen-. 
ties. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said 
along with a $120 million 
U.S. private tourism invest- 
ment in the Aqaba coast, 
Jordan was about to lease 
four tracts on the Dead Sea 
for construction of four ma- 
jor hotel complexes. 

The project is the first to 
allow foreign investment in 
land on the Dead Sea, a close 
military area until Jordan's 
peace treaty with Israel last 
October ended 46 years of 
war. 
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U.S., Palestinian 
companies sign first 
hi-tech venture 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


INDEX NUMBER: 12*. 20 
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GAZA (Rl — Samco. a 
Palestinian computer com- 
pany based in the West Bank, 
and TMA. a U.S. company 
for technological administra- 
tion, signed an agreement in 
Gaza Sunday to manufacture 
and export electronic instru- 
ments, officials said. 

. This was the first concrete 
deal to result from an invest- 
ment mission to Gaza in July 
by the Overseas Private In- 
vestment Corp (OPIC). U.S. 
Consul General Edward 
Abingion said during the 
signing ceremony. 

OPIC aims to set up invest- 
ment projects between the 
Palestinian and U.S. private 
sectors. 


"This is the start of our 
high-tech industry. It's very 
important that we move from 
the old industry of clothing, 
shoes, and vegetables into 
the level of high technology,” 
said Nabil Shaath, head of 
planning for the Palestinian 
Authority. 

Samco is based in Nablus. 
The head of the Nablus 
Municipal Council. Ghasan 
Al Ahaka. said the deal was 
“the starting point of coop- 
eration with the United 
States.” 

He did not disclose the 
value of the deal but said the 
joint venture will be 75 per 
cent Palestinian capital and 
25 per cent American. 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

Jn Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and‘ 
villas 1 

Fumished/unfumished for -, 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 


DOLLAR 

RENTA CAR 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 


_ A SECURE L 

Hotel | 

Sweiflyeh | 


i ^^TW.O.TEL 

^SECURITY 

^HOSPITALITY 

^GASTRONOMY 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
4 ij Stoll 4 -AaJH 

863944 - 816890 


H 

^ cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

. ELITE CAFE’ 

L Sweifiyeh 




OHAiG 

Quatitjl in 


Professional Quality) ia 
1 Hour Service } 

Develop your colour film ■* 
our step and gec- 

• JUMBO pk*tm 


• FfUM mmlmrfF- 

■MOjt JO* J*™ 


Sansbel 

MAI ESTATE 


Deluxe Villas 
8i Appartments 
in Amman 


Bank. Pteoe: 6MM 
swefieh ul mm 


Tel. 

Fax. 


864230 

864231 


CROWN HOT* 


5 ZEEHWAH MRBKNS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


'll ? & 

i s yd ns 

■ “ * * 5 i 


Shmeisani 
Tei mm 








15-1995 

Offer 



SWMWiG POOL 

m i 

mm ISi 

•squash count i |r\ 

TEL 758180 
ULBonm 60943 -69HS7 

I RADI O a TV STATION BP. 
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rJtte-JUB ikm- 


IM» atnqr is avaflaMt 

3m MAI ae.SBU* 

On USminth Cmtmd* OwW 

TteL §61174 

,ft«CC lasted AfcNpim*. 


GEOD 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

,7he Best Cooking. 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from; 

12 noon - 330 jMifc . 
900 - 1130 JM* 


^Deluxe Furnished J 
Sand Unfurnished m 

has 

£villas apartments H 

land office Space S 
tc cr 

oTo Suitall Budgets o 

LL “■ 

681113 688816 

For Rent -For Rent 



CftysTAl 


Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
ffo^onabte Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


Redteutsiunt 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
t Sushi 



NOUROZ Restaurant : § 
.AM Arman. M CMa ‘..S 

t* 642830 ho 


affeaeoimfigaTAti O 
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Chang captures Seiko Super in straight sets 



Mark Philippoussis of Australia returns a forehand 
against Michael Chang of the United States in the 


singles final of the Seiko Super tennis tournament in 
Tokyo (Reuters photo) 


TOKYO (RJ - Top seed 
Michael Chang of the United 
States easily overcame the 
bullet serves of giant-killing 
Australian Mark Philippous- 
sis on Sundav to capture the 
SI. 02 million Seiko Super 
Tennis Tournament. 

Chang, ranked fifth in the 
world, displayed a remark- 
able range of shots and kept 
up steady pressure on Philip- 
poussi to take his first Seiko 
title 6-3. 6-4 in one hour and 
20 minutes. 

Chang, the runner-up at last 
year's tournament, used a 
variety of return shots to 
blunt "the powerful serve of 
the young Australian, who 
disposed of three seeded 
players in fighting his way- 
through to the final. 

“I think he was starting to 
get frustrated because I was 
able to get quite a few of his 
serves back." Chang said. 
“Over the last couple of 
weeks I don't think he was 
'used to seeing many of his 
serves come back." 

Philippoussis. nicknamed 
•■■scud" after the destructive 
Gulf war missile, came into 
Sunday's final with 55 service 
aces against Chang's 26. But 
he onlv managed seven aces 


against Chang's eight in ihe 
match. 

Philippoussis faced twelve 
service break points and at 
times appeared raffled by the 
range and placing of Chang's 
returns. 

"He was really gearing to 
my serves and putting a lot of 
pressure on me," said Philip- 
poussis. 

The 18-year-old Mel- 
bourne native showed prom- 
ise in breaking Chang's ser- 
vice in the third game of the 
first set, but was broken 
straight back. 

Philippousis. ranked 60 
this week, used his powerful 
serve to survive three match 
points in game nine of the 
second set. notching back to 
back service aces and winning 
another point. 

In the next game. Philip- 
pousis briefly threatened to 
break Chang's service until 
the American smashed the 
winning shot. 

The unseeded Philippousis 
earned the right to play 
Chang with upsets of fifth 
seed'’ Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden, 11th seed Breri 
Steven of New Zealand, and 
fourth seed Richard Krajicek 
of the Netherlands. 



Michael Chang of the United Slates shows ulT the 
trophy after winning the singles final t»t the Seiko 
Super tennis tournament (Reuters photo) 


World’s best penholder says 
European grip better 


Wu loses chance to win 3rd marathon 


NIMES, France (AFP) — 
South Korea's Kim Taek 
Soo, the world's best penhol- 
der, was in no doubt the 
European shakehand grip 
was now more effective in the 
world of table tennis. 

Kim. who reached the 
quarter-finals of the men's 
singles world cup here, 
added: “If I could start my 
career again. I would use a 
shakehand grip.” 

The European grip, with 
fingers wrapped around the 
bar. evolved from the tradi- 
tional Western tradition of 
shaking hands. Whereas the 
penholder style was more 
natural for Asians — they 
gripped the bat as though 


they were using chopsticks or 
holding a pen. 

Penholders won men's 
singles world titles from 1977 
to 19S7 — Japan's Mitsuri 
Kohno in 1977. Japan's Seuji 
Ono in 1979, China's Guo 
Yuehua in 1981 and 1983. 
and China's Jiang Jialiang in 
19S5 and 19S7. 

From 1989 to now, players 
• with a Western grip have won 
the world title. The 1995 
champion Kong Linghui 
turned a new page in Chinese 
table tennis history as he won 
with a European' grip. 

Three of the first five edi- 
tions of the World Cup were 
won by penholders — Guo 
Yuehua in 1980 and 1982. 


and Jiang Jialiang in 1984. 
But since then, only players 
with the European style have 
taken the World Cup title. 

Kim a bronze medallist for 
South Korea in the 1995 
world men's team event, said 
it was not just coincidence 


penholders have dwindled 
since the late 80s. 

Kim and China's world 
runner-up Liu Guoliang were 
the only penholders at the 
16-strong, men's singles 
World Cup here this week. 

“The penholder backhand 


FOR RENT 

(OWNER IS LEAVING THE COUNTRY) 

Furnished super deluxe, new flat on the ground floor, consisting of 
2 or 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 large salons, with a dining room, 
2 sitting rooms, new and fully equipped kitchen, garage, separate 
entrance, large outdoor veranda, with small garden. Located in 
Umm Uthaina. Tempting rent 

Call: 865970 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Furnished or unfurnished ground floor, consisting 
of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, one of them 
master, salon, living, dining, large kitchen, garage, 
.garden, telephone, satellite dish and central 
heating. 

Please call telefax: 614597 


FOR RENT 

A furnished apartment composed of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, salon and a dining 
room; with large kitchen and breakfast room. A 
garden and a garage. Location: Umm Uthaina - 
south - Jabal Amman. 

For more information please call Tel: 666755 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A LEADING COMPANY DEALING WITH 
FOODSTUFF HAS A VACANCY FOR A 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE WITH THE 
FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS:- 

- GOOD COMMAND OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

- 3 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
-MUST OWN A CAR. 

APPLICANTS PLEASE SEND C.V. TO: 
THE GENERAL MANAGER 
P.O. BOX: 61 41 AMMAN - JORDAN 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading company dealing in 
tourism has a vacancy for a 
computer-operator. 

If you possess the following 
specifications 

• Minimum 3 years experience. 

• Very good command of English. 

Good salary plus medical insurance 
and other fringe benefits. 

Call 640972 for appointment 


is much weaker than a West- 
en/grip backhand." said 25- 
year-old world number four 
Kim. “Before fast glue came 
on the scene, it was more 
difficult to exploit the weaker 
penholder backhand." 

“But when fast glue came 
to be used by nearly all the 
top players, it became easier 
to exploit." 

Kim believed it was a de- 
liberate decision by Chinese 
coaches to train more West- 
ern grip players. 

The Olympic bronze 
medallist in men's doubles, 
also admitted if he had his 
rime over again, he would use 
a Western grip. 

**l would start with a 
shakehand grip because it's 
easier. The backhand and the 
block is more difficult for a 
penholder. I don't have those 
problems . becaue I worked 
very hard at those shots/' 

Jean-Philippe Gatien of 
France, the 1993 world cham- 
pion. said Asian players, and 
China in particular, have al- 
ways had players in their 
sqiiad with European grips. 

Garien said: “There are 
just more of them now — it's 
a natural progression as they 
realise the benefits to their 
backhand." 

Commonwealth and North 
American champion Johnny 
Huang of Canada agreed 
with Kim the faster game has 
sounded a death knell for 
penholders. 


'Tn the past, penholders 
who were fast around the 
court could play forehands all 
the time. You cannot do that 
these days and everybody 
needs a good backhand." 
Huang said. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
THE CENTRAL BANK OF JORDAN 

In accordance with article (28-B) of the Central Bank of Jordan law No. 
(23) of 1971, the Central Bank of Jordan will put in circulation, as from Oct. 16, 
1995, a new coin of the denomination (1 Dinar ) to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). 

The new 1 Dinar coin is legal tender and will circulate alongside the 
bank notes and coins issued according to the Bylaw of Issuance of Jordanian 
Currency No. (28) year 1992. 

Denomination: 1 Dinar 

Alloy: 5.5% Nickel, 24.5% Zinc, 70% Copper 

Diameter: 32 mm 

Thickness: 2.1 mm 

Weight: 12.4 gm 

Shape: Heptagonai 

Edge: Plain 

The obverse of the new coin bears an effigy of His Majesty King 
Hussein encircled by the two phrases “Hussein Bin Talal", “The King of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan" in Arabic. 

The reverse incorporates: 

- The logo of the FAO. 

- The denomination (one Dinar) written in Arabic and English. 

- The Hejira and Gregorian dates of issue. 

- The phrase “The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan" in English. 


1) Location : 7th Circle 

Furnished apartment, two bedrooms, sitting 
dining and reception, two bathrooms, and 
ne - w krt chen ; 081 Par ki ng and garde n. 

2) 'Location : Dair Ghbar 1 Swarfeia ~~ 

Furnished apartment, two bedrooms, 
sitting and dining room, two bathrooms and 
new kitchen, nice garden. 


ft Interested : Call Tel 818421 


CAR FOR SALE 

Hyundai Sonata GLSi 
1993 , Full Options 
2000cc , Duty Unpaid 
Personal Use , 55,000 km 
Excellent Condition 
Call 846-050 
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Meng Xianhui 

BEUING (AFP) — China's 
Meng Xianhui stopped com- 
patriot Hu Gangjun winning 
a third straight Beijing 
marathon on Sunday. 

Meng. 21. won the men’s 
race in 2hrs Ibmin and 20sec. 
and his coach said he could 
do even better. 

Defending champion Hu 
clocked 2:16:29. nearly six 
minutes slower than his’ best 
time in 1994. the Xinhua 
News Agency said. 

Hu has been plagued by a 


foot injury ail season. 

• Meng pulled away from 
Hu, Vladmir Kotov "of Be- 
larus and Nelson Ndepeva of 
Kenya in the last two 
kilometres. Kotov was third 
at 2:16:39 and Ndepeva 
fourth at 2:17:13. 

Despite his victorv Meng 
said he was not satisfied with 
the result. Meng's coach 
Zhang Fu.xin said with 
reasonable practise. Meng 
could run a 2hr ltl min 
marathon in the. next two or 


three years — which would 
make him an Olympic and 
world title candidate. 

Ren Xiujuan of China won 
the women's race in rwo 
hours 30 minutes, followed 
by another Chinese runner 
Zheng Guixia in 2:33:32 and 
Natalia Galushko of Belarus 
in 2:34:00 

China fielded a team of 10 
male and 10 female runners 
in the field of 317 entrants 
from 17 countries. 


Atletico 
stay on top 

MADRID. Spain (AP) — 
Argentine Diego Pablo 
Simeone made a first-half 
goal Saturday to -keep Atleti- 
co de Madrid unbeaten and 
on top of the standings with a 
1-0 victory over Deportivo de 
la Coruna. 

Simeone squeezed in his 
fourth goal of the season — 
all of them made on headers 
— in the last minute before 
the break at his home sta- 
dium. 

The first-division’s other 
unbeaten team also stayed 
that way. as Barcelona tram- 
pled Athletic de Bilbao 4-1. 
The victory kept Barcelona in 
second place with 20 points, 
two behind Atletico. No 3 
Espanyol also won Saturday, 
sweeping over Sevilla 3-0 to 
stay one point behind Barce- 
lona. 

Barcelona owed half its 
goals to two of irs young 
suprises. both up from the 
club's second-division team 
this season, who continued to 
outshine some of their elders. 
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Opening tend: Nine of o 
Never underestimate the power 
of a tramp suit. Even when two bal- 
anced hands axe fiu-mg other, 
the contract will oAen play better in 
a eoit fit than in no tramp. Consid- 
er this deal from a team match. 

Once South opened two no 
trump, wild horses would not have 
been able to atop North short oi 
i one table, simple addition 

ana h tt inu ti fl d distribution convinced 
North to raise directly to the no- 


tramp slum. At the other, the raff 
ing value in dube prompted Nortl 
to probe &r a heart fit, which led U 
a final contract of six hearts. Tht 
nine of hearts was led at bot^ 
tables. 

Where the contract was played ir 
no trump, declarer adopted a lim 
that offered excellent chances foa 
success. The opening lead waa won 
with dummy’s king and a diamond 
to the ten lost to the queen. Aftei 
capturing WeBt's heart return, 
declarer first tasted for an even (ha- 
mond split, without luck, then 
cashed the remaining heart win- 
ners followed by three rounds ol 
dubs, discarding dummy's remain- 
ing diamond on the last. 

With 10 tricke played. South 
teamed that West hod started with 
four cards in each red suit and at 
least three dube, eo the odds heavi. 
ly favored East to hold the queen d 
qmdes. Going with the percentage*, 
deuarer crossed to the ace of spades 
aita ran the jack. Down two. 

Six hearts at the other table 
proved to be a braexe. After cashing 
a second heart to discover the 
bre-fftk, declarer cashed three rounds 
of cluba, discarding a spade from 

dummy. The aco and king of spadee 
ware ployed and a spade niff pro- 
vided the 12th trick 
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AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 
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Jean Reno, 
Natalie Portman 
& Gary Oldman... in 

Leon 

“The Professional” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

Sandra Bullack 
& Bill Pullman 
in 

.. While You 
Were 5leeping 

.Shows : 1230, 330, 5:00, 630, 830, 1030 • 

CONCORD “I* 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Parkness 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD “2” 

Arnold Schwartzeneger.-in 

Conan The Barbarian 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa” 
in 

Hi ‘Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Sbawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatn 

TEL: 625155 


Presents 

“Peace OH Peace 

in English every Saturday 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 62515 
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Deaths number 
some 500 since 1884 


Boxer pronounced clinically dead 


• • --■vfSii . 


LONDON (R) — Around 
the world some 500 boxers 
have died in the ring or as a 
result of being injured in a 
fight since the Marquis of 
Queertsberry rules were in- 
troduced in 1884. 

Recent deaths and serious 
injuries indude: 

September 1995 — Lee 
Dong-Choon of South Korea 
died of acute subdural 
haematoma following his 
dressing room collapse after 
he lost to Japan bantam- 
weight champion Setsuo 
Kawamasu in a 10-round 
bout in Tokyo on September 
5. He did not recover con- 
sdousness after undergoing 
surgery. 

May 1995 — Jimmy Garda 
of Colombia, badly beaten in 
a losing challenge for the 
World Boxing Council 
(WBC) super featherweight 
title against Mexican Gar- 
briel Ruelas in Las Vegas,/ 
passed out in bis comer. He 
underwent surgery to remove 
a blood dot in his brain but 
lapsed into a coma and died 
two weeks later. 

February 1995 — Amer- 
ican Gerald McClellan 
needed brain surgery to re- 
move a blood clot after being 
knocked out by Briton Nigel 
Benn in a WBC super- 
middleweight title fight in 
London. 

After more than a month 
in hospital he was flown 
home, still requiring full-time 
nursing care, to continue his 
rehabilitation nearer family 
and friends. 

July 1994 — Las Vegas- 
based former Olympic wel- 
terweight gold medallist 
Wangila Napunyi of Kenya 
collapsed shortly after being 
stopped in the ninth round by 
world-ranked American 
David Gonzalez and died af- 
ter an operation to remove a 
blood clot from his brain. 

It was the first death result- 
ing from a boxing match in 
Nevada since 1982 when 
South Korean Kim Deuk- 
Koo died of head injuries 

Washington, 

Ferreira 
advance I 
to final 

PRAGUE, Czech Republic 
(AP) — American Malivai 
Washington beat Aranaud 
Boetsch of France 6-3, 6-2 to j 
advance into the final of the 
$400,000 Czech Indoor men’s 
tennis tournament Saturday. 

In a replay of last year's i 
final Washington broke 
Boetsch for a 4-2 lead and 
finished off the first set in 32 
minutes. 

The unseeded American 
continued his solid baseline 
play in the second set, capita- 
lising on Boetsch's unforced 
errors. 

I think I hit the ball pretty 
well and he didn't play as well 
as he would have liked." 
Washington said after the 
match. 

In the other semifinal of 
the day, Wayne Ferreira of 
South Africa defeated Ger- 
many’s Patrik Kuehnen 6-2, 
7-5. 

Both players traded service 
breaks ar the beginning of the 
first set with Ferreira consoli- 
dating his game first and win- 
ning 6-2. 

Kuehnen rallied in the 
second set and had three set 
points at 5-4, but the third- 
seeded Ferreira finally won 
the match after the German 
sent a backhand into the net. 

14 Pakistani 
soccer players 
missing 
in Japan 

TOKYO (AP) — A total of 
14 soccer players from 
Pakistan were reported mis- 
sing Saturday after taking 
part in an Asian Club 
Championship match, 
Kyodo news service said. 

Kyodo, quoting unnamed 
officials of the Football 
Association of Japan, said 
the 14 were part of a 27- 
member Crescent Soccer 
Club team from Pakistan. 

None of the 14 scheduled 
to return home on a Pakis- 
tani airliner flight that took 
off from Narita Airport 
Saturday afternoon showed 
up at the airport. Kyodo 
said. So far. only 1 1 of the 
team have left, it added. 

The reported said some 
Japanese sports officials 
speculated the missing soc- 
cer players stayed behind to 
look for jobs. • . 

Football association offi- 
cials were not immediately 
available for comment. 


sustained in a bout against 
World Boxing Association 
(WBA) lightweight cham- 
pion Ray Mancini of the Un- 
ited Stares. 

The outcry over Kim’s 
death resulted in world title 
bouts being reduced from 15 
to 12 rounds. 

Apri 1994 — Super- 
bantamweight Bradley 
Stone, 23, died two days after 
suffering brain damage fol- 
lowing a punishing British 
title fight with Richie Wen- 
ton. 

March 1994 — 
Heavyweight Michael Bentt 
of the United States was 
rushed to hospital following 
his World Boxing Organisa- 
tion (WBC) heavyweight title 
defeat by Herbie Hide in 
London. Doctors found he 
had cumulative damage to his 
brain from years of punches 
and told him to retire from 
.boxing. 

T January 1993 — Yasuji 
Hamakawa of Japan, a 23- 
year-old lightweight, died in 
hospital without regaining 
consciousness three weeks af- 
ter being floored twice in the 
seventh round of an eight- 
round title bout in Osaka, 
western Japan. 

December 1991 — 
Japanese junior feath- 
erweight Minoru Katsumata.. 
20. died after falling into a 
coma following a 10th round 
stoppage by compatriot 
Takashi Hurata in Tokyo. 

1991 — Michael Watson 
spent 40 weeks in a coma and 
was left brain-damaged and 
confined to a wheelchair fol- 
lowing his world title defeat 
in London by fellow Briton 
Chris Eubank. 

November 1991 — South 
African Olive Skwebe died in 
hospital nine days afte being 
knocked out. Skwese. 20, 
had undergone two brain op- 
erations and lapsed into a 
coma after he was knocked 
out in the eighth round by 
Ndoda Mayende in a 
flyweight bout on November 
17. 


GLASGOW (R) - Scottish 
boxer James Murray, who 
collapsed at the-end of a fight 
on Friday, was pronounced 
dead early on Sunday. 

Boxing authorities have 
launched an investigation 
into rioting which broke out 
immediately after Murray 
collapsed in the ring. Five 
fans were hurt as chairs, bot- 
tles and glasses were thrown. 

Murray underwent 
emergency surgery at Glas- 
gow's South Central Hospital 
to remove a blood dot from 
his brain. 

But the 25 -year-old ban- 
tamweight never regained 
consciousness. 


“By late yesterday all signs 
of neurological activity were 
extinct." said Garth Cruick- 
shank. the consultant neuro- 
surgeon who performed the 
two-hour operation on Friday 
night. "We performed a set 
of criteria then to establish 
whether that was the case. 

“I again carried out a set of 
brain death criteria this 
morning and pronounced Mr. 
Murray dead at 0850.” 

Several newspaper repor- 
ters who were at the ringside 
in a Glasgow hotel on Friday 
said drunken rioters throwing 
bottles had delayed para- 
medics by vital seconds as 
they tried to reach the strick- 


en Murray. 

Murray's opponent. British 
title holder Drew Docherty. 
was said to be devastated at 
the news of Murray's death. 

He issued a joint statement 
with his manager Tommy 
Gilmour saying: "Words just 
cannot express how badly we 
feel about James's death.. 
Our thoughts are with his 
family and friends." 

The British Medical Asso- 
ciation on Sunday repeated 
its calls for boxing to be 
banned. 

“This is yet another indi- 
vidual tragedy which high- 
lights the fact that boxing is 
not a safe sport." a spokes- 


man said. 

"While the head remains a 
target there will continue to 
be tragedies like this and 
there will be chronic brain 
damage to a majority of box- 
ers. 

“Doctors will continue to 
warn of the dangers but it is 
for society to decide whether 
it can tolerate the continuing 
tragic waste of young lives in 
the name of sport." 

Leading British promoter 
Frank Warren said on Satur- 
day he found it hard to justify 
the sport in the light of what 
had happened. 

Police are studying video 
film of the rioting to try to 


identify the culprits in what 
British Board of Boxing Con- 
trol General Secretary John 
Morris described os “one of 
the most disgusting scenes 
I've seen.” 

The Independent on Sun- 
day's ringside reporter Der- 
rick Whyte said bottles were 
thrown as soon as Murray 
collapsed. 

“Paramedics rushing to the 
ring to assist the stricken 
fighter were hindered by 
those in their path.” 

Steve Buncf, the Sunday 
Telegraph's boxing corres- 
pondent. said many fans who 
had paid a reduced price to 


stand at the back of the ban- 
queting room where the fight 
was staged were clearly 
drunk. 

“The scenes ... were sick- 
ening. with bare-chested men 
smearing blood from head 
wounds across their chests 
and aimlessly throwing bot- 
tles and glasses in all direc- 
tions.” he said. 

But Dr. Cruickshank said 
the rioting had probably 
made no difference to Mur- 
ray’s fate. 

“My own feelings would be 
that after the injury had 
actually occurred the pathol- 
ogy took its course." he said. 


Don King employee 
gets immunity, testifies 


NEW YORK (AP) — An 
employee of Don King’s be- 
gan testimony in the boxing 
promoter's insurance fraud 
case Friday after receiving 
immunity from prosecution" 

Gladys Rosa, who worked 
as a Translator for the boxing 
promoter, is the first of sever- 
al witnesses the government 
plans to offer immunity to as 
it tries to prove King submit- 
ted a fake contract to Lloyd's 
of London in 1991 to recover 
$350,000 illegally. 

Rosa smiled at King and he 
smiled back as she headed for 
the witness stand. 

King. 63. one of the most 
powerful men in boxing, is 
charged with nine counts of 
mail fraud. Each is punish- 
able by up to five years in 
prison and a $250,000 fine. 
He is free on a $250,000 
personal recognisance bond. 

In their opening statement 
earlier this week, prosecutors 
said Rosa would testify that 
she never saw a version cf a 
contract between King and 
WBC super lightweight 
champion Julio Cesar Chavez 
even though she served as an 
interpreter for them. 

Chavez, who speaks mostly 
Spanish, had to cancel his 


June 1991 bout with Harold 
Brazier after he hurt his nose 
sparring. 

Rosa, who testified only 
briefly in a short court session 
Friday, said one of her early 
assignments for the promoter 
came when she was asked to 
go to Mexico with King. 
Mike Tyson and others to 
persuade Chavez to break a 
deal he had made ro work for 
rival promoter Bob Arum. 

She said King won Chavez 
back in part by telling him 
that he could guarantee 
purses of $2 million a fight by 
putting the bouts on pay-per- 
view television rather than 
cable television. 

She said she began working 
for King in 1990. when she 
made $4,000 to $5,000. Her 
pay reached its peak in 1994. 
when she was paid $270,000. 

Rosa said she has no writ- 
ten agreement to work for 
King but does her job as parr 
of an otsI contract that 
guarantees her $8,330 a 
month plus bonuses and ex- 
penses. 

She said he loaned her 
$111,000 in 1992 but she has 
not repaid the money or any 
of the 3 per cent interest.* 
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Challenger Graciano Roccigiani of Germany touches the 
ground during his fight against defending IBF light- 




heavyweight boxing champion Hehrv Maske from Germany 
at Munich's Olympic hal! (Reuters photo) 


Panel recalled to probe Murray tragedy 


GLASGOW (R) — An inde- 
pendent panel set up after the 
death of boxer Bradley Stone 
last year will meet again to 
discuss the implications of the 
James Murray tragedy. 

The panel.’chaired by top 
neurosurgeon Peter 
Richards, is likely to look at 
issues such as medical facili- 
ties at the ringside and the 
‘number and duration of 
rounds at title fights. 

It was formed to advise the 
British Boxing Board of Con- 
trol after super- 
bantamweight Stone. 23, 
died two days after suffering 
brain damage in a British title 






fight in April 1994. 

Richards, or Radcliffe In- 
firmary. Oxford, said on Sun- 
day: “We delivered a report 
to the board a few weeks ago 
outlining a number of sugges- 
tions which we hope will 
make things a bit safer. You 
can never make it totally 
safe. 

"We will call another 
meeting and consider what 
happened over the weekend 
and decide whether any addi- 
tions should be made to the 
report." 

Its recommendations cur- 
rently include: 

— Replacing brain scans with 


the more sophisticated 
ma|netic resonance imaging 

— Reviewing rules governing 
weigh-ing before matches to 
ensure boxers do not dehy- 
drate to meet the weight re- 
quirements 

— Looking at the number of 
rounds in a match and the 
length of each round to see 
whether they are too exacting 
and whether the boxers have 
competed over that distance 
before 

— Considering longer inter- 
vals between rounds. 

The board's chief medical 
officer Adrian Whiteson. 


who also sits on the panel, 
said he expected the board 
would publish new guidelines 
within a month. 


But he acknowledged that 
some measures — such as 
MRI scans — might meet 
opposition from the boxing 


world on the grounds of cost 
and because it might lead to 
boxers leaving the sport. 
"But if we legislate or if 


doctors make recommenda- 
tions then the promoters and 
managers of boxers have got 
to accept it. 
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At the Amman International Motor Show, Airport Highway. 

Daily from 10:00am -2:30pm and 4:00pm to 9:00pm, 

Friday from 4:00pm - 9:00pm. 

Watch ont for valuable prizes on admission tickets. 


Organtzadbjr. 


J-*" Socta, 

TM>(W4«U«I 


Sponsored by. 

ft ACCESS 

ARAMEX 

McA&tuBttWl 


eSra? 




Official PuWcaJm Official Carter: 







News 


JORDAN TIMES. MONDAY. OCTOBER 16 . 



Ciller calls for snap 
polls after losing vote 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkish Prime Minister Tan- 
su Ciller lost a parliamentary 
vote of confidence on Sun- 
day, and immediately called 
for snap general elections. 

"Democracy and the coun- 
try now need a very early 
general election,” Ms. Ciller 
told parliament minutes after 
the final results were 
announced. She mentioned 
no date for the polls. 

Thousands of workers took 
to the streets of Ankara ear- 
lier on Sunday to demand a 
"no" vote, after Ms. Ciller 
rejected their latest wage de- 
mands. 

Legislators earlier voted 
230 to 190 to refuse confi- 
dence in Ms. Ciller’s minority 
government which she set up 
on Oct. 5 after securing the 
conditional support of the 
small Party of the Democra- 
tic-Left (DSP) which has 10 
seats and the ultra-nationalist 
Nationalist Action Party 
(MHP) of Alapslan Turkes, 
which holds 17 seats. 

I The DSP of Bulenr Ecevit' 
earlier threatened to vote 
against Ms. Ciller's govern- 
ment unless she immediately 
resolved the massive strike by 
public workers. 

General elections were last 


■held in Turkey in October 
1991 and would normally be 
due in October next year. 
The earliest possible date 
would be mid- December, as 
a minimum of two months is 
needed for preparation. 

Under the country’s con- 
stitution. parliament must de- 
cide whether or not the date 
should be brought forward. 
President Suleyman Demirel 
can also decide to call fresh 
elections. 

Ms. Crlier has come under 
attack for resisting early elec- 
tions and taking a hardline 
with striking civil servants. 
She claimed an early election 
would harm her economic 
austerity programmes and set 
back prospects for a customs 
union with the European Un- 
ion. 

Instead, she formed the 
minority government last 
week to replace the coalition 
that collapsed in September 
in a dispute over the belt- 
tightening measures. 

In her speech to parliament 
after the vote, Ms. Ciller said 
her party paid the price for 
not giving into pay demands 
by strikers. 

"We did not put interests 
before the interests of the 
country... our head remains 
high, high enough to touch 


the sky,” she said. 

Ms. Ciller's failure will 
prolong the political crisis 
and may give conservative 
parties a chance at gaining 
the upper hand. 

A right-leaning govern- 
ment may make it difficult to 
pass democratisation laws or 
lift limits on freedom of ex- 
pression as demanded by the 
European Parliament. The 
reforms are necessary for 
Turkey’s proposed customs 
union with the European Un- 
ion at the end of the -year. 

The alternative to Ms. cil- 
ler’s minority coalition may 
be a broad- based govern- 
ment, including the pro- 
Islamic Welfare Party, which 
is against stronger European 
ties. But no radical changes 
are immediately expected to 
Turkey’s Western-oriented 
policies or its role in the 
NATO military alliance. . 

Ms. Ciller told parliament 
last week that she would 
appeal for elections on Dec. 
IS if she failed to secure the 
confidence vote. Although 
her centre-right Truth Path 
Party is the largest in parlia- 
ment with 177 seats, it will be 
difficult for Ms. Ciller to im- 
pose her date on the legisla- 
ture. 


Talibans, Rabbani stymied in battle 


KABUL (Agencies) — Re- 
bel Taliban gunmen failed to 
breach the Afghan capital's 
defence Sunday, but a 
spokesman claimed the 
opposition force had cap- 
tured at least 25 government 
troops. 

• For the fifth consecutive 
day, opposition fighters and 
government soldiers ex- 
changed heavy artillery and 
rocket fire in the Rishkor 
hills at Kabul’s southern city 
limits. 

1 One rocket, landed in the 
southern suburb of Kane Se, 
killing five people and 
wounding at least 15 others, a 
hospital official told the 
Associated Press. 

The, rocket landed outside- 
the Afghan Red Crescent 
medical dispensary near a 
crowded market. 

Both government and 


opposition forces have been* 
unable to make any headway 
in their offensives and coun- 
ter offensives. 

One government comman- 
der said his troops had been 
unable to make any progress 
against dug-in Talibans gun- 
men. 

"The situation of southern 
Kabul has not changed 
although there were ex- 
changes of heavy weapons 
fire.” said government 
spokesman Amrullah. who 
like many Afghans uses only 
one name. 

Amrullah. however, said 
government troops had 
moved forward against 
opposition positions on the 
western city of Kabul 

"We have taken the whole 
of the Sanglakh Valley,” 
Amrullah said of the western 
district 20 kilometres from 


Kabul. "We managed to cap- 
ture the areas we were not in 
control of just this morning.” 

A Taliban spokesman in 
the northern Pakistani city of 
Peshawar claimed his troops 
had captured at least 25 gov- 
ernment soldiers near Rish- 
kor. 

The claim could not be 
immediately confirmed. 

Former Islamic students, 
the Talibans are aiming to 
topple the government of 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani and his military ally. 
Ahmad Shah Masoud! 

However, according to re- 
liable sources, the govern- 
ment forces suffered a set- 
back Saturday when the Tali- 
bans recaptured the border 
region of Islam-Qala. which 
had reportedly fallen to the 
advancing troops several 
hours earlier. 


Prince Hassan urges preachers to 
adopt moderation, advocate zakat 


■AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan met on Sunday 
with mosque preachers and 
imams and urged them to 
benefit from studies of ule- 
mas and scholars who have 
been holding meetings in 
Amman, stressing that these 
studies constitute an impor- 
tant source that helps them in 
handling current issues. 

Addressing the opening of 
a cultural seminar by imams 
working for the Jordanian 
Armed Forces, the Crown 


Prince underlined the need 
for the preachers to offer 
spiritual guidance to the 
young generation in the 
Armed Forces. 

Prince Hassan urged the 
preachers to adopt and prac- 
tise a centrist or moderate 
approach with which one can 
handle issues of injustice, 
stressing that Islam rejects 
injustice and oppression and 
seeks justice for all. 

Referring to new terms in 
social and political life include 
ine rhe term cultural norma- 


lisation, Prince Hassan said 
that one had to draw the line 
and differentiate between 
normalisation in terms of 
cultural interaction and sub- 
mission. 

He said that Islam in the 
modem age should opt for 
openness and interaction 
with other cultures. 

Crown Prince Hassan repe- 
ated a call for establishing a 
zakat (alms for the poor) 
fund serving the Islamic na- 
tion, whereby the wealthy 
extend offer help to ihe poor. 


and called on preachers to 
help advocate this cause in 
Friday's sermons. 

Prince Hassan also met 
with engineers working for 
the Jordanian Armed Forces, 
praising their contributions to 
the country's development 
and in training the young 
generation for achieving that 
goal. He also urged the offic- 
ers to give due attention to 
the need for integration be- 
tween natural and human re- 
sources for development. 


Beirut plans controversial 
presidential term extension 


BEIRUT (R) — The 
Lebanese - government 
moves on Modnay to ex- 
tend the term of pro- 
Syrian President Elias 
Hrawi without holding 
elections in what has been 
called a "stab in the back” 
for Lebanese democracy. 

Under a Syrian-backed 
scenario outlined by offi- 
cials, the cabinet and par- 
liament will petition Mr. 
Hrawi, whose six-year 
term ends on Nov. 24, to 
stay another three years 
by' means of a constitu- 
tional amendment to be 
voted by parliament. 

Mr. Hrawi, a 65-year- 
old Maronite Christian, 
lacks charisma and popu- 
larity but is seen as a good 
friend by Syrian leaders 
whose 35,000 troops in 
Lebanon make them the 
country's main power 
brokers. 

Mr. Hrawi has held 
office since 1989. He was 
hurriedly co-opted in the 
closing year of the 1975-90 
civil war after the car- 
bombing of his predeces- 
sor Rene Muawad within 
days of his election. 

Some politicians, intel- 
lectuals, journalists and 
members of parliament — 
mostly Christians — have 


opposed Mr. Hrawi’s ex- 
tension for months, but it 
is expected to win approv- 
al without difficulty when 
parliament votes the 
amendment on Thursday. 

Opponents say it will be 
the beginning of the end 
for Lebanese democracy, 
moving the country sharp- 
ly towards the stereotyped 
Arab model of long- 
serving rulers co-opted by 
obedient parliaments to 
repeated terms of office. 

A columnist in the con- 
-servative Beirut daily AI 
Nahar, which has cam- 
paigned vigorously 
against the extension, said 
it would adapt Lebanon to 
the regional environment 
and give it membership of 
"the club of Arab regim- 
es." 

"Let those in power ap- 
plaud themselves because 
they will prove... that the 
Lebanese system now be- 
longs to the biggest Arab 
crisis, the crisis of the 
legitimacy of the regim- 
es.” the columnist, a Sun- 
ni Muslim, wrote. 

Christians, many of 
whom resent Syria's con- 
trol of Lebanon since the 
civil war. have been parti- 
cularly outspoken, saying 
the countrv was in- 


creasingly becoming a Sy- 
rian colony. 

They say there is no 
crisis or domestic 
Lebanese interest that 
justifies suspending the 
presidential election and 
that the authorities have 
offered no public justifica- 
tion for it. 

Government officials 
admit privately that the 
decision has been Syria's 
and that Damascus pre- 
fers to retain Mr. Hrawi 
while it confronts 
threatened regional isola- 
tion and unfinished peace 
talks with Israel. 

As Lebanon's constitu- 
tion now stands, parlia- 
ment must elect a new 
president before Mr. Hra- 
wi’s term expires next 
month. It bars the incum- 
bent from reelection and 
makes no provision for 
extending his term. 

Last week 128 intellec- 
tuals appealed to parlia- 
ment against the exten- 
sion. saving: “The choice 
is between holding elec- 
tions that restore to the 
nation its right to free 
choice... or stabbing 
democracy in the back 
and treating the Lebanese 
as an immature nation 
under custodianship." 



Elias Hrawi 

However, effective 
opposition rapidly melted 
away after Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad 
made dear last week that 
Syria backs the proposal. 

Many politicians ; d 
members of parliament 
hurriedly queued to pay 
their respects to Mr. Hra- 
wi at his palace and news- 
papers said around 100 of 
the 128 deputies would 
vote for the proposal. 

The amendment will 
authorise a one-off three- 
year extension for Mr. 
Hrawi. Newspapers said 
he was insisting on being 
consulted by the cabinet 
and parliament on the text 
of their petitions to him to 
stay on. saving they must 
list his achievements and 
say why he should remain. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Germany honours controversial orientalist 

■FRANKFURT. Germany (R)’ — German President Ro- 
man Herzog on Sunday defended a controversial orientalist 
under fire for her views on British author Saiman Rushdie 
and honoured her for promoting understanding between 
Muslims and Christians. Wading into a debate about 
-freedom of speech and political correctness, Mr. Herzog 
.praised Annemarie Schimmel, 73, as a builder of bridges 
'among cultures at a ceremony in Frankfurt awarding her 
the prestigious Peace Prize of the German Book Trade. 
“We cannot live together in the long run if we do not talk 
with each other and know nothing of one another,” he said. 
“Annemarie Schimmel has paved the way for this in our 
relations with Islam and shown us how to build paths to 
other cultures.” More than 200 intellectuals had protested 
against her nomination to receive the award, accusing her 
of supporting a death sentence that Iran passed on Mr. 
Rushdie for alleged blasphemy against the Prophet 
Mohammad in his novel the Satanic Verses. 

Gulf to save Arabian leopard from extinction 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Wildfire experts from four Gulf 
states met in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on Sunday 
to discuss measures to save the endangered Arabian 
leopard from extinction, organisers said. The two-day 
seminar in Sharjah brought together delegates from the 
:UAE, Oman, Saudi Arabia and Yemen as well as 
representatives from the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature. They were discussing the causes of 
.the Arabian leopard’s decline and measures that could be 
-jaken to prevent its extinction, the Sharjah-based Arabian 
Leopard Trust (ALT) said in a statement. Officials said it 
was the first workshop in the region to be devoted entirely 
to the Arabian leopard. 

Greece formally lifts Macedonia embargo 

. GE VGELUA (AP) — Greece on Saturday formally ended 
an 18-month embargo against Macedonia, opening its 
-border with its impoverished landlocked northern neigh- 
bours. But there was little traffic in either direction on this 
border crossing, 120 kilometres southeast of the Macedo- 
nian capital Skopje, as an agreement to end the embargo 
.took effect. On Saturday, only those Macedonians with 
^official invitations from Greek authorities were allowed 
into Greece, Macedonian police said. Several cars with 
Macedonian licence plates were turned back by Greek 
Customs officials. Greece agreed to open its border after 
Macedonia last week changed its flag to modify an ancient' 
Greek symbol, the 16-pointed star of Vergina, and 
"declared its constitution does not imply claims on Greek 
territory. 

I British minister assails Iran, Iraq 

^MANAMA (AP) — Britain’s armed forces minister has 
accused Iran of “causing mischief’ in the region, and 
stressed the need for a collective Gulf security force, the Al 
Hayat daily reported Sunday. The Arabic-language news- 
paper quoted Nicholas Soames as saying at the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) secretariat in the Saudi 
capital, Riyadh, that Iran was a “very destabilising force” 
in the region. Speaking Saturday, he said a collective 
security force by the six nations of the GCC — Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates. Kuwait, Qatar, Oman 
and Bahrain — was an "important initiative.” AI Hayat 
reported. It quoted soames as saying Britain had been “a 
long-standing supplier of high-class equipment” to Saudi 
Arabia, and interested in supplying Challenger 2 tanks to 
the kingdom. 


Mubarak sends more Brotherhood 
members for trial by military court 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak ordered on Sunday a 
second trial of 27 members of 
the banned Muslim Brother- 
hood group before a military 
court, legal sources said. 

The 27 were arrested over 
the past few weeks, chief- 
among them Abdul menem 
Abdul Fattoh, former head 
of the medical union and one 
of the 150 Brothers running 
as a candidate in legislative 
elections set for Nov. 29. . 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
said the current head of the 
scientists union, Al Sayed 
Abdul Sitar AI Miligi, as well 
as a number of other union 
figures and parliament candi- 
dates, were also among those 
detained. 

Police who arrested the 27' 
accused them of "seeking to ‘ 
finance the terrorist group A I 
Gamaa Islamiyah for attacks 
in Minya province” in south 
Egypt, the legal sources said. 

The announcement comes 
' on the heels of a first military 
trial of 49 Brotherhood mem- 
bers which caused a storm of 
condemnations from human 
rights group when it started 
on Sept. 16. 

The 49 Brotherhood mem- 


bers, who include union fi- 
gures, former deputies and 
an official from the religious 
authority Al Azhar. have 
been charged with "directing 
an illegal organisation aiming 
to impede the rule of law and 
constitution." 

Controversy has focused 
on Mr. Mubarak’s decision to 
try them before a military 
tribunal, which usually con- 
siders cases connected to 
militant unrest, even though 
none of the 49 are accused of 
planning "terrorism” or "vio- 
lence.” 

Banned in 1954, the 
Brotherhood has been toler- 
ated by the government since 
the mid-1970s when it said it 
foreswore violence in its bid 
to create Islamic rule in 
Egypt. 

But the truce came to an 
end last year when Mr. 
Mubarak accused the group 
of being behind armed ex- 
tremist groups seeking to 
overthrow his government. 
Dozens of arrests followed. 

The Egyptian government 
came under attack from 
Sudan's top Islamic leader 
Hassan Al Tourabi for put- 
ting the Muslim fundamental- 
ists on trial. 


Dr. Tourabi, who wields 
considerable influence in 
Sudan although he holds no 
official post in the govern- 
ment, was quoted on state 
radio describing the trials as 
unjust. He said the trials "are 
only going to prompt tens of 
thousands of Egyptians to 
confront the regime and raise 
the flag of Islam.” 

"The charges against the 
Islamists are baseless as those 
on trial are trade unionists, 
scholars and leaders who 
have not gone on strike, 
taken part in demonstrations 
or moved against the govern- 
ment,’’ Dr. Tourabi was 
quoted as saying. 

The trials. Dr. Tourabi 
said, were arranged by the 
Egyptian government to pre- 
vent the Islamists from run- 
ning and winning any vote in 
next month’s parliamentary 
elections. 

Suspects to be tried 

An Egyptian military court 
will try in absentia the "mas- 
termind” of the June assas- 
sination attempt on President 
Hosni Mubarak in Addis 
Ababa, legal sources said on 
Sunday. 


Paris carbomb ‘unlinked’ 
to earlier guerrilla blasts 


PARIS (R) — French offi- 
cials tried on Sunday to play 
down public concern that a 
crude car bomb blast in the 
northern outskirts of Paris 
was linked to recent attacks 
by suspected Algerian ex- 
tremists. 

But France's main police 
union, worried about a surge 
in domestic violence, urged 
President Jacques Chirac to 
scrap planned talks with 
Algerian President Uamine 
Zeroual to avoid the impress- 
ion of siding with his military- 
backed government. 

The burning stolen car. 
parked in suburban Le Blanc- 
Mesnil. blew up early on 
Saturday when the fire 
ignited a fully charged camp- 
ing gas canister that had been 
placed on a seat. 

Four police officers who 
had rushed to the scene after 
an anonymous telephone call 
were slightly hurt by the ex- 
plosion. 

Official sources said the 
inquiry into the blast would 
be led by local police rather 
than the anti-terrorist squad, 
which saw no direct links 
between the incident and 
seven bombs planted in 
France since July which have 
killed seven people and in- 


jured more than 140. 

The owner of the car, 
Arthur Fonseca, said there 
had been no gas canister in 
the car when he last saw it. 
Many of rhe bombs in France 
have been packed in 
hollowed-out gas canisters 
loaded with explosives and 
nails and bolts to maximise 
damage. 

Jean-Louis Arajoi. head of 
the general police union, said 
criminals were foresaking 
low-level violence such as 
stone-throwing to imitate 
guerrilla methods. “Today 
terrorist acts dominate over 
every form of violence,” he 
said. 

"There was the intention 
of killing police officers. It’s 
obvious... it was an ambush," 
he told France-Info radio. 
But it said later that a pro- 
secutor had identified the 
person who made the call and 
that it did not seem to be a 
set-up. 

Mr. Arajoi said Mr. Chirac 
gave the impression of back- 
ing Mr. Zeroual by announc- 
ing he would meet him in 
New York weeks before a 
Nov. 16 presidential election 
in which Mr. Zeroual is a 
candidate. 


Egypt slated for heated legislative elections 


Cairo (afpj — Egypt is 
set for a heated campaign in 
legislative elections slated 
for November 29 when the 
opposition will participate 
for the first time in eight 
years. 

Even though President 
Hosni Mubarak only 
announced the date of elec- 
tions on Saturday and no 
runners have been officially 
registered, candidates’ ban- 
ners were already strung 
across Cairo streets by the 
evening, 

Opposition party news- 
papers have begun lauding 
their nominees and laun- 
ched a debate on the in- 
tegrity of elections. -which 
they say rhe ruling National 
Democratic Party (NDP) 
has skewed in the past. 

The attention is in stark 
contrast to the last vote in 
19911. which passed ail but 
unnoticed. All opposition 


parties except the Marxists 
boycotted the poll and the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
distracted the public’s 
attention. 

The liberal Wafd Party 
and the officially banned 
Muslim Brotherhood look 
set to be the main competi- 
tion to Mr. Mubarak’s 
NDP. which is however not 
expected, to lose its majority 
in parliament. 

"If the elections are free 
and if the government re- 
mains impartial and guaran- 
tees a vote without fraud, 
we expect some very nice 
surprises.” the secretary 
general of the Wafd. Saad 
Fakhri Abdul Nur. told 
AFP. 

"Even if the government 
does put pressure (on vo- 
ters). the Wafd will get be- 
tween 20 and 25 per cent” 
of the 444 seats that are up 


for election. 

The Wafd will put for- 
ward “at least 350 candi- 
dates” in the 222 voting 
districts, each of which gets 
two representatives in the 
People's Assembly. 

The opposition has de- 
manded guarantee for clean 
elections, including interna- 
tional observers, accusing 
the government of forging 
votes and barring opposi- 
tion candidates from state- 
run radio and television. 

Prime Minister Aref Sed- 
ki. quoted in the govern- 
ment daily Al Ahram on 
Saturday, retorted that 
"elections will be UK) per 
cent free." 

"Mubarak is very con- 
cerned that elections take 
place in a democratic 
atmosphere. All guarantees 
known ro democratic states 
will be assured.” he said. 

Parliamentary Speaker 


Fathi Surer ruled out inter- 
national observers, telling 
the state news agency 
MENA that bringing them 
in would be "unconstitu- 
tional.” 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
will field 150 candidates and 
hope to take a third of the 
seats, the group’s deputy 
head Mustapha Mashhur 
said. 

The Progressive Unionist 
Rally (Marxist), which won 
10 parliament seats in 1VV0. 
announced it would put for- 
ward 40 candidates. 

"The small number is due 
to a lack of funds.” party 
head Khaled Mohieddin 
told MENA. *■ 

The Nasserists will field 
45 candidates, party sources 
said. 

Mr. Mohieddin. whose 
party has come out strongly 
against the Brotherhood 


underlined that “religious 
slogans must be kept out of 
elections. The party is 
against mixing religions' into 
electoral politics.” 

But Egypt's estimated six 
million Christians stand to 
be an important voting bloc 
in November. The church 
"encourages its followers to 
register for elections but 
without intervening in their 
political choices.”' spokes- 
man Talaai Gadallah said. 

The number of Coptic 
voters is unknown, but 
"they Will make the differ- 
ence in the elections and 
they have a lot of weight in 
Cairo. Alexandria' and 
south Egypt." he told AFP. 

TTie elections also have 
an international angle. For 
the firet time, the' 1K.IHK1 
bedouins in the southern 
border zone of Halaib will 
vote. Haluib is claimed bv 
both Egypt and Sudan. ’ 



Village of Pugwash 
suddenly finds 
itself on the map 

OSLO. Norway (AP) — 
When the Nobel 
Committee announced 
Friday that Joseph Rotblat 
and his Pugwtwh 
Conferences won the 1995 
peace prize, many immedi- 
ately asked “Pugwhai? 
"Pugwhere” would have 
been more precise. 
‘Pugwash is a .fishing vil- 
lage of 775 people in west- 
ern Nova Scotia. Canada, 
where scientists fust got 
together in 1957 to try to 
protect humanity from their 
own inventions, namely 
nuclear weapons. The 
Pugwash Conferences are 
now held in the village 
every third year. Having 
Pugwash — an Indian 
name that means shallow 
.waters — associated with 
the Nobel Prize was a thrill 
for Pugwashians. "This is 
the biggest thing that has 
ever happened . to 
Pugwash." town council 
leader Harold Patterson, 
63. told the Norwegian 
News Agency NTB by tele- 
phone. 

Japanese who 
played dead 
arrested 

MANILA (AP) — Police 
have arrested u Japanese 
businessman who faked his 
death so his family in Japan 
could collect his insurance, 
pplice said Saturday. Senior 
investigator Ramsey 
Ocampo said Takeshi Mori, 
a 47-year-old used car 
salesman from Osaka in 
western Japan, was arrested 
in the home of his Filipino 
wife in suburban 
Valenzuela. In Japan, 
police said they had 
searched several locations 
for evidence later Saturday, 
including the home of Mr. 
Mori’s .Japanese wife. 
Kayoko, 44, and his eldest 
son, 19, in the Izumi dis- 
trict of Osaka. They also 
questioned the two. In the 
Philippines, Mr. Mori will 
be charged with faking 
public documents. Mr. 
Ocampo said that last Jan. 
9, Mr. Mori’s Japanese 
wife, visiting the 
Philippines, reported that 
he was missing. On the 
same day, a dead man 
resembling Mr. Mori was 
found floating in Manila 
■ Bay. A son of Mr. Mori, 
identified as Ritsu, who 
also was visiting, claimed 
that a watch and ring found 
on the cadaver belonged to 
his father and identified the 
body. It was cremated and 
brought to Japan, where 
■Mr. Mori’s family later 
applied to collect a still 
unspecified amount of 
insurance. No other identi- 
ty for the body has been 
established, but last 
September, the Japanese 
embassy had requested a 
discreet investigation 
because of doubts about 
Mr. Mori’s supposed death. - 
The embassy said it could 
not issue a death certificate 
on Mr. Mori because the 
.family had already cremat- 
ed the body before the 
embassy could inspect it. 
Surveillance of Mr. Mori’s 
supposed Filipino widow 
showed that a Japanese- 
man with the same features 
as Mr. Mori was stiii living 
there. They arrested him 
Wednesday. 

S. Africa seeks to 
recover Winnie’s 
cars 

CAPE TOWN, South 
Africa (AP) — Winnie 
Mandela, estranged wife of 
President Nelson Mandela, 
is in hot water — again. 
The South African govern- 
ment has instructed state 
prosecutors to take all legal 
steps necessary ro recover 
two of Mrs. Mandela’s cars 
and a cellular phone that 
are state property. Mrs. 
Mandela lost her rights to 
the cars and phone in April 
when her husband fired her 
as deputy minister for arts, 
culture, science and tech- 
nology for making an unau- 
thorised trip. 




